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i SUY MIEM

L

ot ngay kia, c6 mot vi Hoang D& cung véi doan can
| \/ I vé vao ring sdn nai. Pang lic hing tha rugt theo con
moi, thi bdng nhién nghe tiéng hat ti dau vong lai,
tiéng hat that véo von thanh thét 1am say mé doan nguoi sin
ban, dén nbdi khién ho quén ca con mbi, dé rdi cing nhau di tim
gip cho dugc vi danh ca nao dé dang ndu 4n dau day. Sau mot
hoi lau kiém tim, ho da gép, nhung khong phai mot danh ca
nhu ho thuong 1am tuéng, ma trai lai, mot ngudi thanh nién cé
than minh tiéu tuy xanh xao gy com, 40 quan rach ruéi ngheo
nan dang ngay ngat, sét sidng nhu mot Thién Than, dang 15i
ca tiéng hat nggi khen Thién Chia trong mot tip 1léu tranh
xiéu veo. Mot diéu lam cho doan ngudi san ban phai sing sét,
la thay ngudi thanh nién c6 than xdc dau thuong d6, lai luon
té ra long day hoan lac hanh phic. Vi qud bd ngd, vi Hoang bg
cat tiéng héi: “Ong t6i day lam gi?” Vi An Si khéong truc tiép
tra 161, nhung héi lai: “Vay thua ngai, ngai t6i day lam gi?” Vi
Hoang D& d4p lai: “Tram t6i day dé sian tha vat”. By gio vi
An Si mdi t6 ra sung suéng dap 1oi: “Thua ngai, con toi, t6i dén
day tim kiém Thién Chda!”

Tai sao con nguoi c6 than xac dau thu’(mg Ay lai t6 ra long
day vui suéng, vang lén nhiing 16i ca tiéng hat khién cho ngu(n
nghe phai say mé khodi tha? Phai chéng vi An ST d6 da cam
nghiém dugc niém hoan lac, khi thdy ching bao lau nita, bic
tuong than xdc sup xuéng va Thay sé gap dude Chia, PAng ma
sudt doi Thay hing phung su va khao khat kiém tim, dé dugc
théa long yéu mén Ngai!

I. CHUNG TOI TiM PEN TRIEU BAI NGAI

Hom nay, ching ta ciung véi toan thé Gido Hoi mimg Lé
Hién Linh, 1a 18 Chda té minh ra cho cdc dan toc ma dai
dién 14 ba nha bac hoc. Bai Tin Miung ching ta via nghe,
tuong thuat lai viéc cdc nha bac hoc tir Pong Phuong tim dén
Jerusalem tham do tin tdc: “Vua nguti Do Thai mdéi sinh ra
hién dang & dau? Vi ching t6i nhan thdy ngbi sao ctia Ngudi
& Phuong Péng, va ching toi tim dén dé triéu bai Ngudi” (Mt
2:2). Pugc tin d6, Vua Herodé va dan thanh Jerusalem déu xén
xao ndo doéng. Vua lién ngdm triéu t4p cic nha bac hoc lai, héi
han cin k&, rdi phai ho di va cin dan: “Cac khanh hay di, diéu
tra cdn than vé Hai Nhi, roi khi da gap th4y, hay bdo lai cho
trAm, dé€ ci tradm ciing dén triéu bai Ngai!” (Mt 2:8).

Nhung v6i t&m long don thanh sing mo, cdc nha bac hoc da
tim gap duge Chua nhu long mong uée, ho tin kinh Hai Nhi 1a
Thién Chia, 14 Pang Ciu Thé, 14 Vi Cdu Tinh nhén loai hing
trong doi, ho pht phuc ton thd va dang 18 vat tridu bai Ngai,
ho duge méan nguyén vi da gap duge Pang 1a nguén On Ciu Do,
l1a su sdng, 1a an binh va hanh phc.

Trai lai, Hérodé v6i tAm ¥ nham hiém, 6ng muén tim kiém
Ngai, khong vi tin yéu ngudng mo, nhung vi thu ghét mudn
tiéu diét Ngai, vi s¢ ngai vang clia dng sap sup db, nén dng da
khéng xiing dang gip duge Ngai. Do dé, 6ng di ndi con xung
gian, pham thém mot toi 4c tay troi, 1a truyén giét chét tat cd
cdc nam hai nhi tir hai tudi tré xudng trong thanh Belem va céc
vung phu c4n dé ha con tic gian, véi hy vong tiéu diét dugc ca
Dic Vua méi sinh. Hérodé da phai tuyét vong, séng bat an va
da bi lich st muén dsi nguyén raa.

II. MUC PICH CUOC SONG TREN TRAN GIAN

Muc dich con ngudi séng trén tran gian 1a dé€ tim gip Thién

DOI THEO ANH SAO

Chiia, Pang lam théa man moi khat vong, Pang 1a Chan Thién
Mg#, 1a Hanh Phic vinh cliu, ddng moi loai thu tao trén troi dudi
th& khét mong tim kiém.

Nhung néu con ngudi chi téi khu rimg tran gian nay “Pé
San Tha Vat” 1a tinh, tién, tai, danh vong, chiic quyén thi chic
chén khong bao gig ho duge mén nguyén! Bi&t bao ngudi da hao
toén bao céng sic trong sudt ca cude doi, véi bao nhiéu xdo ké
qui quyét lia ddo, dé hy vong dat dude nhiing tham vong ngoéng
cudng thién dang duong thé... Nhung sau cling, ho khéc nao nhu
ké vb béng, cang vd béng cang thoat khéi vong tay ho, va ho da
phai tuyét vong, lai phai mang han suét doi.

Trai lai, néu con ngudi séng trén tran gian nhu la dudng dua
t6i cung dich, ho sif dung ctia cdi doi nay nhu phuong tién dé di
tim gap Thién Chuaa, chic chin ho sé duge mén nguyén. Chinh
Chta da truyén day va hia ban: “Cac con hiy tim kiém Nuéc
Thién Chta va sy Cong Chinh ctia Ngudi truée, rdi moi su khac
Nguoi sé ban cho cdc con sau cach du dat” (Mt 6:33).

III. CHUNG TA PA GAP PUQC CHUA CHUA?

La con cai Chua, ching ta da “Tim kiém Nu6c Thién Chuda
va Su Céng Chinh cta Nguoi truge”, 1a dit Chaa lam cung dich
t6i thugng va toi hau, 1a hanh phuc vinh ciu, 1a gia nghiép doi
doi, 1a Pang ching ta hang khao khat kiém tim; hay ching
ta con dat tién, tinh, tai, danh, lgi, thi hon Thién Chua? Néu
ching ta da thuc su dat Chda trén hét, da chu toan thanh y
Nguvi, di ding theo dudng 16i Chia chi dinh, chic chén ching
ta sé gip dugc Chaa, ching ta s& duge hanh phidc va duge théa
man moi uéc nguyén trong Chda, vi chinh Chia 14 Nguén Hanh
Phdc ctia ching ta.

La nhitng linh hén d4 tinh nguyén lam tong dd rao gidng st
diép Tin Mung cia Chua cho moi ngudi, chinh phuc tha nhan
vé v6i Chia dé ho ciing duge hudng On Ciu Do cia Chda, ching
ta da thuc su tim gap duge Chia, cdm nghiém dugc niém an vui
hanh phic noi mét minh Chaa, chi khat khao chu toan thanh
y Chia, mudn diéu Chida mudn, lam diéu Chia muén va chi cé
mot uGc vong duy nhat 1am vui long Chida?

Hay trai lai, ching ta con dit chinh minh lam cung dich,
ho#c dat bat ¢t tham vong tran gian ndo hon Chda, trai véi st
mang tong db clia ching ta?

Két Luan

Chda Cha da ban Con Mgt Ngudi cho nhén loai qua tay Me
Maria. Do d6, khong mot ai trong nhan loai dugc nhéan biét
Chiia va dugdce diém phiic 14anh nhan Ngai ngoai Me Maria. Céc
nha bac hoc Pong Phuong 1a nhiing nguoi thanh tdm thién chi,
cdc muc ti Belem 1a nhiing ngudi chat phac qué mua, don so
khiém t6n da nhan ra Chda, dugc diém phic lanh nhan Ngai
do tay Me Maria trao ban.

Xin cho mdi ngudi ching ta ciing duge tdm hén don thanh
khiém tén, dé dang dugc Me Maria t6 cho chiing ta thdy Chia
Giésu Con Me noi tha nhan, noi cdc cong trinh sdng tao cua
Ngudi, noi moi bién ¢d may rdi cia cude song, dé chiing ta luon
duge ném huéng hanh phic cia nhitng tdm hén don thanh
khiém tén nhu cidc Thanh, nhiing ngudi con ngoan thao cta
Chua va Me.

Linh muc Minh Van, CMC
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= Ghi Danh Gia Nhdp Gido Xd N

Né&u ban méi dén gido xit, hodc da va dang tham
du thdnh 1€ thudng xuyén tai day nhung chua chinh
thitc gia nhap gido xi, xin mdi ban ghi danh gia
nhap gido xi. Gia nhip gido xd thé hién viéc ban
mudn 13 mot phin tir gép phan xay dung gia dinh
gido xt. Ban cin phdi 13 thanh vién cda gido xi dé
dugc xdc nhan khi d8 dadu Rira Toi hoic Thém Stic,
hoidc can gidy gi6i thiéu dé€ két hon d&€n nhitng dia
phan ngoai Dallas.

Gido xt c6 nhiéu Hoi doan, ban nganh, ban cé thé
tham du Hoi doan nao thich hgp vdi kha niang, mot
cich @€ phung sy Chida va tha nhan.

Parish Registration

If you are new to our parish, or have lived here
for sometime, and are interested in joining Mother
of Perpetual Help parish family, you are invited to
register with our parish.

Often people attend Mass at a parish for months
or sometimes years, but never officially register.
Registering at Mother of Perpetual Help is the
expression of your commitment to being part of
our parish family. Being a registered parishioner
also makes the process much simpler when it’s
time for receiving sacraments, registering for faith
formation, and sponsoring a sacrament recipient or
receiving a recomandation letter for marriage in
other dioceses.

Make your commitment to Mother of Perpetual
Help parish family by registering at your ealiest
convenience. We hope you will consider the
many opportunities to get involved in parish life.
We encourage you to seek out those ministries,
organizations and/or faith formation, Viet Ngu
programs, where you can serve God by giving your
time, talent and treasure in service of others.
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B Thdnh Lé Cdc Gia Pinh -
Thit Sdu ngay 10/1 s& ¢6 Thanh L& Cdc Gia Pinh
luc 7pm.

Kinh mdi cong doan dén tham dy cing vdi gia
N 2 ~ ~ A ~ , A
dinh cia minh dé yéu mén, cdm ta, chic tung, ton

vinh Chida va ciu nguyén cho nhau.

Kinh mdi cdc gia dinh dua con em dén phong 141
tai trung tim Thanh An Phong lic 7pm dé tham
du budi k€ chuyén Kinh Thanh (Bible Stories for
children).
—

g

Ca Thong Bdo Khai Giang Lop Gido Ly
Cong Gido Cho Ngudi Trudng Thanh

Nhiim cling ¢d, trau doi va nudi dudng ddi song
buc tin Cong Gido cho quy 6ng ba va anh chi em
trudng thanh tir 18 tudi trd 1&n, Gido Xt Piic Me
Hing Cdu Gidp s& mé 16p Gido Ly Cong Gido Cho
Ngudi Trudng Thanh vao mdi chiéu Thit Tu hang
tudn tai Trung TAm Gido Duc Thanh Alphonsd.
Pia Pi€m: Trung TAm Gido Duc Thanh Alphonsd,
Phong Hoc 137.

Khai giang: ngay 8/1/2014

K&t thic: ngay 28/5/2014

Gio Hoc: tir 7:45pm d&n 9:00pm mdi chiéu Thit Tu
Xin ghi danh tai vin phong Gido X& Bic Me Hing
Cuu Gitp.

Pién thoai lién lac: Phé T€ Vincent Pam Hitu

Website ctia Gido xi v6i nhiéu tin titc va thong tin can thiét:

Thu - 972-523-0037
Ll e

- Két Qud SO S6 caa Podn Thiéu Nhi -
Thdnh Theé Gido X& PMHCG

Gidi Poc Pic: 1858

Giail: 3107

Giai II: 0591

Giai III: 0125

Ngay s6/Drawn date: 22 thing 12, 2013 (Sunday
December 22, 2013)

Tai/At: Trung Tam Thanh An Phong

Xin cdm on Quy vi da tng ho

e

http://www.dmhcg.org
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Thong Bdo
1.Tinh tAm Ephata 2014

Néam nay c¢6 hon 100 em tham dy tinh tdim Ephata
dé€ chudn bi lanh nhan Bi tich Thém Sittc. Cdc em
s€ tinh tAm ngay 21 thang 2 d&€n 23 thdng 2, 2014
& trung tim Camp Copass (Denton, TX). N&u qui
vi c6 thé gitp ndu in, giif trit tu, hay chia séddc
tin trong nhém nhd, xin li€n lac véi Sr. Janine
Van, CMR (816) 489 — 6759.

Xin thién nguyén vién cta tinh tim Ephata di hop
ngay 5 thang 01, tir 1gig45 — 3gid chiéu & phong
132 trong Trung Tam Thanh Anphong.

2. NO TNTT on Sunday, January 5, 2014

Ngay 5 thdng 1, 2014 cdac em s€ khong sinh hoat
TNTT vi cac huynh trudng di tinh tdim. Céc 16p
Gido Ly va Viét Ngit s€ hoc nhu thudng.

Diéu Hoa Sinh Sdn Ty Nhién

Xin lién lac véi Bdc si Lé tir 7pm-9pm dé dugc
huéng din vé van dé Piéu Hoa Sinh Sdn. 832-
213-9287 (cell) 512-763-2789 (home)

Lo g
2
fl pray the )
Lord e )

souly -
-
_7'
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% POC KINH TON VUONG

Luc 7:00PM Ngay 05/01/2014

Gido Khu 1 Chi Hoang Van On 469-879-1549
2710 Dukeswood Dr., Garland, TX 75040
Gido Khu 4 A/C Nguyén Binh 469-878-0510
601 Breanna Way, Garland, TX 75040
Gido Khu 11A/C H6 Biic Thing & Sen 310-561-2504
6023 Laurel Crest Lane, Sachse, TX 75048

L e

Website ctia Gido xi v6i nhiéu tin titc va thong tin can thiét:

- Chuong Trinh Ddc Biét Cho Cdac Em N
K& chayén Kinh Thdnh
(Bible Stories for Children),

T&i thit Sdu, tuan thi hai cia méi thang.

*Nhdm tao co héi hoc héi Kinh Thdnh, gieo mam
Duic Tin cho con em tré.

NNhém khuyén khich cdc gia dinh tich cut tham
dy Thdnh L& hang ngdy, nhdt la Thanh Lé Gia
Dinh.

Gido Xt Ptic Me Hiing Citu Gitip sé tS chic

budi k& chuyén Kinh Thanh(Bible Stories for
Children), xem video, va hinh dnh, cho ciac em tré
tif 4 — 7 tudi. ThJi gian tir 7PM dén 8:00PM tai
Hoi Truong Thanh An Phong, room #141, thuin
tién cho phu huynh an tdm, tham dy Thénh L&
Gia Pinh s6t sing. Chuong trinh sé& dugc t6 chifc
vao tdi thit 6, tuan thif hai clia mdi thing. Moi chi
ti€t, xin lién lac ¢cd6 Mai Han, lianal2000 @ yahoo.
com hodc vin phong GXDMHCG, 972-414-7073.
Tran trong kinh moi!!

Lutu ¥: P& giit sy nghiém trang clia nha Nguyén
chiing tdi da d6i the Bible Stories for Children
session qua HOi Truong Thanh An Phong, room
#141. Xin phu huynh pick up con em minh sau
thdnh 1€ tai Hoi Trudng Thanh An Phong.

e

LICH TRINH SINH HOAT GIAO Xd g
Théang 1/2014

N
LY

Xin tién 1an II cho Diocese of Trujillo,
Honduras

05/01:

05/01:
10/01:

Cac em di hoc lai

Thanh L& cau cho cic gia dinh trong gido
xu

Rtra tdi tré em ldc 4:00PM tai nha tho

L& kinh Thanh Phaold Trd Lai

B6n mang Gido Khu 5 va Phong trao
Cursillo

Xin tién 1an II cho The Church in Latin
America

11/01:
25/01:

26/01:

&

http://www.dmhcg.org
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- Bdo Cdo Tdi Chdnh A
(Chuda Nhat Ngay 29/12/2013)
Quy Piéu Hanh Gido Xif (Operating Fund) 1210 Poan Thi Thuong $5.00
Tién Thau Trong Cdc Thanh Lé: $30,468.00 1288 Luong Viét Hung $5.00
Tién Khan: $1,414.00 1308 Nguyén Vii Thi $20.00
Tién Quing Cio: $985.00 1355 Nguyén Thi Anh $5.00
Bdo Tr¢ On Goi: $50.00 1512 Mai Vin Trung $20.00
1560 Pién Thanh Hai $10.00
Qu§ Trung Tam Gido Duc (Parish Center Fund) 1830 Nguyén Huy Pic $20.00
SDB Tén S6 Tién 1970 Tran Minh Tan $100.00
0013 An Danh $100.00 2054 Lé Thi Hoa $40.00
0150 Pham Viét Hai $10.00 2178 Pham Ping Triéu $5.00
0222 Nguyén Thi Lgi $20.00 2289 Hoang Trong Linh $30.00
0247 Nguyén Vii Kim Thiy $1,800.00 2342 Trudng Minh Diing $20.00
0340 Pham Vian Hung $500.00 2432 Lam Vin Thing $10.00
0353 Pham Vidn Quang $20.00 2440 Db Son Hing $10.00
0407 Gb Cu Catarina Trinh Thi Lan $200.00 2472 Poan Phuong Thao $10.00
0430 Pham bitc Hanh $30.00 2501 Nguyé&n Minh Xit $50.00
0700 Vi Ngoc Tang $4.00 2514 Nguyén Doan Quin $6.00
0809 Bui Thanh Hai $20.00 2515 Tu T. Nhung $20.00
0812 Nguyén Vin Minh $20.00 2522 HO Tri Luat $10.00
0820 Nguyén Thanh Van $5.00 An Danh $200.00
0965 An Danh $100.00
0988 La Thi Hoa $10.00 Quy Nha Binh An (Columbarium Fund)
1010 Premier Family Medical PA  $3,000.00 Ngin S6 Tén S& Tién
1116 Tran Vin Ken $40.00 0278 Bing Vin Hudng $100.00
1156 Nguyén Vin Hoang $5.00 0454 bing Thi Hudng $100.00
1206 Tran Vin Thanh $50.00
- J
4 )
Daughters of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary - Queen of Peace Province
DONG MAN COI - New Orleans, LA
_ Skare our Joy... our Mission, "Welze Here \
Come! | 8 our Dream! EEy
: X __ CONTACT
OUR A
Sr. Thanh-Thiy Nguyén, FMSR
YOU'RE INVITED! Sr. Sandy Nguyén, FMSR
Come and See! 5 Thu-Ha Bmh, FMSR
v \ February 17-20, 2014 g facebook com/srsnguyen
: = 1 - | April 22-25, 2014 vocationfimsr@yahoo.com
"...Ciing Me Maria sﬁt@gma"u nhiém cien do va June 3-6, 2014 www.donemancoi org
‘mang on ciku g dén cho moi ngudi."” Tune 512 2014 (504) 486-0039
Daughters of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Chi Hoa-Queen of Peace Province
Dong ManCéi Chi Hoa-USA - VOCATION OFFICE
1492 Moss Street, New Orleans, LA 70119
\ (504) 486-0039 - www.dongmancoi.org )

Website ctia Gido xi v6i nhiéu tin titc va thong tin can thiét:

http://www.dmhcg.org
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VATICAN 02/01/14.- Tin ctia Reuters cho biét trong
vong 9 thdng qua, tinh tir thing 3 nim 2013 dén cudi
thang 12 nim 2013, s& khdch tham du cdc nghi 1€ véi
buc Gido Hoang Phanxic6 tai tda thanh Vatican da vugt
qud con sd 6.6 triéu ngudi. Trong khi d6, sudt nim 2012
chi ¢6 2.2 triéu ngudi dén tham du cdc nghi 1& cla Pic
Gido Hoang danh dy Bénedictdo XVI.

Vatican cho biét s6 liéu 6.6 triéu trén diy dva theo s6

vé da phdt ra cho khach hanh huong trong cdc dip c6 sy
hién dién cia DPGH nhu céc thanh 18 trong, cdc budi triéu
y&t chung va riéng. Pong thdi ciing dua theo con s6 udc
tinh s6 ngudi tham du cdc budi triu y&t hang tuan clia
DGH danh cho cong ching tai quang trudng thanh Phéré.
Trong céc budi triéu y&t hang tuan, khach hanh huong
khong can vé mdi tham duy.

Céc con s6 trén day khdng bao gdm s6 ngudi tham du cdc
nghi 1& DGH cit hanh tai Assisi, Lampedusa § Y. Riéng
tai b bién Copacabana & Rio de Janeiro vao ngay 28
thang 7 ndm 2013 da c6 hon 3 triéu ngudi tham du ngay
cudi cling cia Dai Hoi Gi6i Tré Thé Gidi.

Su hdp ddn vuot buc cda PGH Phanxicd tai Vatican

Theo ky gia ctia thong tdn xa Reuters, s& di dong ddo
ngudi dé€n Vatican d€ dugc nghe va dién ki€n PGH
Phanxico 1a vi ngai c¢6 phong cdch cdi md, don sg, than
thién, khé nghéo va dic biét chu truong cia Ngai la céi
cdch Gido Hoi d€ Gido Hoi gin giii vdi ngudi nghéo va it
Ién 4n.

Tudng ciing nén ndi thém, vao cdc ngady Chia Nhat,
thudng ¢6 trén 100,000 ngudi dé€n quéng trudng Thanh
Phéro dé doc kinh truyén tin véi PGH. Do vay cdnh sit
Y da phai déng ctta dai 16 din d&n Vatican d€ c6 thé
chita hé&t s6 khach hanh huong.

Riéng tai Hoa Ky, ching t6i ghi nhdn trong nhitng thing
gin day, khong ngay nao trén cdc cd quan truyén hinh,
bdo chi la khong ¢6 bdn tin lién quan dén DPGH Phanxico,
dén ndi tap chi Esquire, chuyén vi€t chuyén nhitng ngudi
lirng danh trong giGi dién 4nh nghé thuit da binh bau
DGH Phanxic6 1a ngudi dan dng miic quan do dep nhat
trong ndm.(Pope Francis Is Best Dressed Man Of 2013,
Says Esquire Magazine)

~N

PUONG TOI BELEM

“Chiing t6i da thdy ngdi sao Ngai xuat hién & Phuong
DPong, va chiing t6i d€n d€ triéu bdi Ngai” (Mt 2:2).

Chida Citu Thé ha sinh 1am ngudi, va tin mifng nay trudc
hét da dugc cong bd cho nhitng ngudi ma 15i hita Thién
Chiia Cha da thuc hién, 12 dong déi cdc T8 Phu ngudi Do
Thai. Thién thin Chia da néi v6i cdc muc dong trong dém
Chda gidng trin: “Cdc nguoi dirng s¢, diy ta mang dén
cho cdc ngudi mdt tin mirng dac biét, dé ciing 1a tin mirng
cho c4 toan din: Hom nay Chiia Kitd, PAng Citu Thé, da
gidng sinh cho cdc ngudi trong thanh Pavit” (Lc 2: 10-11).

Tiép t6i, Tin Mirng nay da dugc cong bd cho toan thé nhan
loai, ma nhitng nguSi dai dién dé d6n nhan tin nay 12 ba
nha dao si — Ba vua — dén tir Phuong Pong. Lin nay, tin
mirng dugc loan bio qua diém bdo clia mot vi sao: “Chiing
t6i da thdy ngodi sao Ngai xudt hién & Phuong Pong, va
chiing t6i d&€n d€ triu bai Ngai” (Mt 2:2).

Ciing mot tin mirng, cing mdt niém vui chung cho toan
nhén loai, nhung cich thiic phd bién tin 4y di dudc dién
td bing hai phuong thic khic nhau: do cdc thién thin va
do diém trdi ctia mot vi sao. Piéu nay khié&n chiing ta phai
suy nghi va cAn dem tng dung vao ddi sdng tAm linh clia
chinh minh. Sy xuit hién cda Chia khong nhitng dudc

loan bdo cho cac muc déng, cho Ba Vua, ma con cho ca

chinh chiing ta nita. Ngai da dén vdi nhan loai, tin nay c6
do, & ngay trong tim 6¢ va trudc mit ching ta.

Nhan loai vira han hoan dén mirng Ngo6i Hai Thién Chda
gidng trin vao ngay 25 thdng 12 nim 2004 vira qua. Nhiéu
ngudi da nghe cdc khic nhac Gidng Sinh, dd nhin ngdm
Chda Hai Pdng trong mdng cd, va trén hang d4, trén cdc
diu cay Noel da treo mot ngdi sao la, tugng trung ngdi sao
din dudng dén Belem xua cho cdc Pao Si. Nhung d6 chi
12 nhitng ngdi sao tugng trung, nhitng ti€ng ca, khiic nhac
clia con ngudi thay cho cédc thién thin. Va trong ldc nhan
loai dang vui mirng vé bi€n c6 c6 tinh cdch ky niém Ay,
lich st da dugc lip lai. LAn ndy ngdi sao Ay da that sy xuat
hién ciing 6 Phuong Pong vao Chida Nhat 26 thing 12 nim
2004. Sy xuat hién clia n6 khdng phai chi riéng cho ba nha
Pao Si— Ba Vua — ma cho toan thé nhén loai clia thé hé
chiing ta dang s6ng, d6 12 mdt con dia chdn manh nhat lich
st hién dai 1én d&€n 9 chaAm dia chdn hoc da xuat hién tai
ddo Sumatra thudc viing quan ddo Nam Duong. Sitc manh
clia né lam tan bi€n vao dai duong mot sé ddo nhd quanh
viing, va ddy lui khéi vi tri mot s6 hon ddo khac. Stic manh
clia n6 da tao nén mot con séng than lam sup dd, cudn
trdi, va phd hly bd bién ctia 11 qudc gia quanh ving. Stic
manh clia né da cudn tréi gan 100.000 mang ngudi, va
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“They fell down and worshiped Jesus”

P, Sergpture: Matthew 2:1-12

N ow when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came
nt.o Jerusalem, saying, 2 “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the East,
and have come to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They
told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by the prophet: 6 ~And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will govern my people Israel.””
7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star appeared; 8 and he sent
them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him bring me word, that
I too may come and worship him.” 9 When they had heard the king they went their way; and lo, the star which they had
seen in the East went before them, till it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star,
they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; 11 and going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they
fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.
12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.

Meditation: If Jesus truly is who he claims to be, the
eternal Son of God and Savior of the world, then why
is he not recognized by everyone who hears his word and
sees his works? John the Evangelist states that when Jesus
came into the world the world knew him not and his own
people received him not (John 1:10-11). Jesus was born in
obscurity. Only the lowly shepherds recognized him at his
birth. Some wise men also found their way to Bethlehem
to pay homage to the newborn King of Israel. These men
were not Israelites, but foreigners. They likely had read
and discussed the Messianic prophecies and were anxious
to see when this Messianic King would appear. God led
them by means of an extraordinary star across the desert
to the little town of Bethlehem where Jesus was born.
John Chrysostom (347-407), in his homily on this passage
from Matthew 2, explains the significance of the star of
Bethlehem:

“Note how fitting was the order of events: the wise men
saw the star, were received by the Jews and their king; they
heard prophecy to explain what had appeared; the angel
instructed them; and then they journeyed from Jerusalem
to Bethlehem by the guidance of the star. From all this
we learn that this was not an ordinary star, for no other
star has this capacity to guide, not merely to move but to
beckon, to “go before them,” drawing and guiding them
along their way. The star remained after bringing them to
the place, in order that the child might also be seen. For
there is nothing conspicuous about the place. The inn was
ordinary. The mother was not celebrated or notable. The
star was needed to manifest and illumine the lowly place,

-

until they had reached their destination at the manger.”
[The Gospel of Matthew, Homily 7:3]

In their thirst for knowledge of God, the wise men from the
East willingly left everything, their home and country, in
pursuit of that quest. In their diligent search they were led
to the source of true knowledge — to Jesus Christ, the Light
and Wisdom of God. When they found the newborn King
they humbly worshiped him and gave him gifts fitting for a
king. How could they recognize this infant as both divine
and a human king - born of flesh yet sent from heaven?
The early church fathers taught that only divine revelation
could open the minds and hearts of people to recognize
and receive Christ as their King and Savior. Chromatius
(died 406 or 407), a contemporary bishop and friend of
Ambrose, Jerome, and John Chrysostom, wrote:

Let us now observe how glorious was the dignity that
attended the King after his birth, after the magi in their
journey remained obedient to the star. For immediately
the magi fell to their knees and adored the one born as
Lord. There in his very cradle they venerated him with
offerings of gifts, though Jesus was merely a whimpering
infant. They perceived one thing with the eyes of their
bodies but another with the eyes of the mind. The lowliness
of the body he assumed was discerned, but the glory of
his divinity is now made manifest. A boy he is, but it is
God who is adored. How inexpressible is the mystery of
his divine honor! The invisible and eternal nature did
not hesitate to take on the weaknesses of the flesh on our
behalf. The Son of God, who is God of the universe, is born
a human being in the flesh. He permits himself to be placed .
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in a manger, and the heavens are within the manger. He is
kept in a cradle, a cradle that the world cannot hold. He is
heard in the voice of a crying infant. This is the same one
for whose voice the whole world would tremble in the hour
of his passion. Thus he is the One, the God of glory and the
Lord of majesty, whom as a tiny infant the magi recognize.
It is he who while a child was truly God and King eternal.
To him Isaiah pointed, saying, “For a boy has been born to
you, a son has been given to you, a son whose empire has
been forged on his shoulders (Isaiah 9:6).” [Tractate on
Matthew, 5:1]

The Lord of the universe who revealed the star of Bethlehem
to the Gentiles of the East so they could come and worship
Jesus, the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6) and King of Kings
(Revelations 19:16), gives each one of us the same light of
revelation to recognize and accept Jesus as our Lord and
Savior. Faith is an entirely free gift that God makes to us.
It is through the help of the Holy Spirit, who moves the
heart and opens the eyes of the mind, that we are able to
understand, accept, and believe the truth which God has

revealed to us through his Son, Jesus Christ. In faith, the
human will and intellect cooperate with grace. “Believing
is an act of the intellect assenting to the divine truth by
command of the will moved by God through grace”
(Thomas Aquinas).
To know and to encounter Jesus Christ is to know God
personally. In the encounter of the wise men with Jesus
we see the plan of God to give his only Son as King and
Savior, not just for the Jewish people but for all the nations
as well. The Lord Jesus came that both Jew and Gentile
might find true and lasting peace with God. Let us pray
today that Jew and Gentile alike will find the Lord and
Savior on their journey of life. Do you bring the light of
Jesus Christ to those you meet through the witness of your
life and testimony?
“Lord Jesus Christ, we thank you for bringing salvation to
all the nations. May the gospel of salvation be proclaimed
to every nation today and to every person on the face of the
earth. Help me to be a good witness of the joy of the gospel
to all I meet.”

J

hang ngan ngudi vin con mat tich. Stc manh ctia né
con Am hudng do nhitng triéu chitng bénh tat, ma ngudi
ta c¢6 thé udc tinh sé& gay ra cdi chét cho hang ngan, van
sinh linh quanh viing. Va stic manh 4y da gdy nén mot
thiét hai vé kinh t& 1én dé€n hang chuc ty My Kim. Bién
cd nay c6 thé dugc coi nhu lip lai ti€ng kéu trong hoang
dia ctia Gioan Tién Hd, 15i loan b4o Tin Vui clia cdc thién
than, va viéc xuat hién ngdi sao sdng clia ving trdi Pong
Phuong nim xua. TAt cd déu néi 1én quyén ning, sy xuit
hién, va s ¢6 mit ctia Thién Chia.

Nhin loai trén khip dia cau lic nay dang x6n xao va
sttng sot vé bi€n c6 nay. Ciing nhu Hérdodé va dan thanh
Giérusalem da bdi r6i, sitng sd khi nghe ba Pao Sinéi vé
st xu't hién clia ngodi sao la: “Nghe néi th€, Hérddé bai
r0i, va tit cd Giérusalem cling v6i nha vua. Vua cho triéu
tap tat cd cdc dai gido trudng va luat si trong dan va héi
ho cho biét noi ma Pic Kitd sinh ha” (Mt 2: 3-4). Trin
dong da't va con séng thain 8 An Do Dudng ciing nhu dnh
hudng clia n6 s& qua di, va rdi sé chi d€ lai trong tAm
khdm ctia nhan loai mdt ndi bang hoang, hoang mang
nhi't thdi. Con dudng tim d&€n Bélem, ddi theo 4nh sao
xua, hi€u dugc ti€ng néi dat troi d€ tim vé véi Pang da
dung nén minh, da ha sinh vi minh, va dang & gitra minh
vin 12 mot con dudng hi€m ngudi budc téi. Thay vi voi
va 1én dudng di t6i Belem tic 1a tim hi€u thdnh y Thién
Chda, khdm phd ra sy c6 mit ciia Ngai, phan dong da bd
chay, da pht nhén, va hon thé& nita, nhu Hérédé, ho con

ddy 1én mot sy nghi ngd, va ghen tuong d€n do sg ring
Au Chda s& 12 mot cin trd cho ddi song hién tai cia minh,
cho tuong lai cia minh nén phai tim cdch loai bé bing
cdch 1am cho ti€ng néi, diu hiéu cida thién nhién Ay, 15i
mdi goi nhic nhd 4y im bién di bing nhitng khda 14p clia
vinh hoa tran th&, bing nhitng sang trong va hudng thu ddi
nay. Va vi khong muén mat, khong mudn nhudng ching
lai cho vinh quang Thién Chia, ho cling nhu Hér6dé xua
tim cdch gi€t Hai Nhi biing kiéu cing, tu phu, bing ngoai
tinh, dim dang, tham lam, ly di, ph4 thai, df)ng tinh va
bing nhiéu hinh thitc kh4c nira.

Con dudng t6i Belem nim xua c6 cdc thién thin chi 181, ¢6
dnh sao din dudng. Con dudng t6i Belem nim nay ciing
¢6 cdc thién than chi 16i, va ciing ¢6 4nh sao din dudng,
nhung hoi khdc mot diéu 12 4nh sao nim nay khong xuat
hién trén nén trdi Pong Phuong, ma lai xui't hién dudi dai
duong ctia Pong Phuong. Anh sao 4y khong 1am x6n xao
mot mién, mot dan nuéc nhu da 1am x6n xao Giérusalem
nim nao, ma lam ngac nhién, x6n xao va kinh hoang cho
c4 nhan loai trong th€ ky 21 ndy. Anh hudng cia né, sic
mdi goi ctia n6é khdng chi danh riéng cho ba nha Pao Si,
ma 13 cho toan thé nhan loai. Nhung liéu, s& c6 may ai
nhu Ba Vua xuwa di nhin ra ti€ng mdJi goi A&m thAm clia
né. Va liéu sé c6 may ai budc theo 4nh sing din dudng
ctia né @€ tim gip Thién Chda vira ha sinh va dang c6 miit
trong cudc doi cia minh.

T.s. Tran Quang Huy Khanh
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