2121 W.Apol Ra., Garlnd, TX 75044

Email: dmhcggarland@gmail.com

Van phong Gido xa: 972-414-7073
Gid lam viec: Thif 2-Ther 6: 9AM-4PM
Thi 7: Dong clia

http://www.dmhcg.org

Chua Nhat: 9AM-2PM
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CHUONG TRINH MUC VU

Thénh L& Chua Nhat

L&| (L3 Gia Dinh) oo, 7:30 AM

L& Il (L& Thanh Nién).... 10:00 AM

L& Ill (L& Thi€u Nhi) ......... 12:00 PM

L& IV (L& Gia Dinh) ................. 5:00 PM
Ngay Thudng

Thanh Lé ................. 7:00 AM va 7:00 PM
Thd Bay

Kh&n BMHCG ......ccoeovveveeene. 5:30 PM

Thanh Lé ................. 8:00 AM va 6:00 PM
Thi Nam DPau Thang

Thanh L&, Chau Lugt ................. 7:00 PM
Thii Sdu Pau Thang

Chau Pén Ta, Thanh Lé ............ 6:00 PM

Lé Trong - Budc
L8 SANG...corrrerrnen 6:45 AM va 9:00 AM
L& ChiéUu....cooeen... 7:00 PM va 9:00 PM

Poc Kinh Tén Vuong Chua Nhat

Xin lién lac vgi cac Trudng Khu.
Giai Toi
Tha 2 va Thi 3: Khdng cé gidi toi,
Thu 4,5,6: 6:15- 7:00 pm, Thd 7: 5:15 pm-6:00 pm
Rlia Toi
Xin lién lac v6i VPGX trudc dau thang dé dugc hudng
dan Ria Tai lic 7:00 pm Thd Bay dau thang va Ria
Toi luc 4:00pm Thu Bay tudn Il mbi thang.

LSp Gido Ly Du Tong - Dy Bi Hon Nhan
Xin lién lac véi Van Phong Gido Xu.

Hén Phai

Can lién lac véi Van Phong Giao XU it nhat sau thang
trudc ngay cudi dé lam hé so Hon Phai.
Pam Tang

Khi c6 ngudi qua ddi, xin LL

6ng Pham Blc Hung: 469-212-3452
Chua Nhat: Gido Ly-Thi€u nhi -Viét ngii
Giao Ly: 10:15am - 11:45am

Viét Ngii: 2:00pm - 3:00 pm

Thi€u nhi: 3:00pm - 4:00pm

N

Thi Hai 19-8: Th. Gioan Eudé, linh muc

Thit Ba 20-8: Th. Bénado, vién phu tién si
Thit Tu 21-8:Th. Pid X, gido hoang

Thit Nim 22-8: L& Pitc Me Nit Vuong- L& Nhg
Thit Sau 23-8: Th. Rosa Lima, trinh nit

Thit Bdy 24-8: Th. Bart616méo, tong dd- Lé Kinh

LICH TRONG TUAN

-~

HOI PONG MUC VU
O. Tran Ngoc Oanh. ... OTran15546 @AOL.com

HOI DPONG TAI CHANH
O. Pham Hiu Tuédn . ....... 469-879-9729

HOI DONG THUGNG VU
O. Nguyén Ky Son 972-679-7339

KHOI PHUNG VU

O. Pham Blic Hung . . . . .... 469-212-3452
O. Nguyén Hiiu Pao ............ 972-276-9879
Ban Thua Tac Vu Ruéc L&

0. Ly Phudc Héng . . . . .. .... 972-816-9109
Ban Thiia Tac Vu Sach Thanh
O.Pham Van Lap . ... ... 972-496-4412
Ban Giup L&

Quach Ky Tran ............. 662-762-4323
Caboan
ThanhLinh............ 972-231-4084
TrinhVuong ........... 972-496-2789
Augustine . ............ 214-497-2655
Fiat.................. 214-642-4351
Thi€uNhi............. 214-207-8548

469-583-2788

KHOI GIA BINH
) - Ban Dy BiﬂHc‘)n Nhan
O. Nguyén Trac Dziém . . . 972-496-3561
CT Thang Ti€n Hon Nhan Gia dinh
A.NguyénlLy.......... 469-328-4702
Pai dién Toa An Hon Phéi
0. Ngo Ba Nhan 972-365-7032
KHOI GIAO DUC
Ban Giao Ly
Sr. Tran Janine Van, CMR. 816-489-6759
Ban Viét Ngu
Co Tran Lé Thay ..... .. 972-934-2023
Hoi Phu Huynh
A. Nguyén Xung: 469 450 3876
Poan Thigu Nhi Thanh Thé
A.Pham Tudng Long 469-835-7345
Ban Giao Ly Du Tong

Phé t€ Dam HGu Thu . . . .. 972-523-0037

KHOI HOI DOAN

Doan Lién Minh Thanh Tam

CDb Gioan Vianney. . . . ..

K Anh Pham bdc Lam ... 214-549-0897

CHUA NHAT 20 THUONG NIEN NAM C NGAY 18/8/2013
CHINH XU & PHO XU
Lm. Phéro Bui Quang Tuin, DCCT
Lm. Thomas Ha Quéc Diing, DCCT
Phé t& Vincent Pam Hitu Thu

~

Hoi Cac Ba Me Coéng Giao
Ba Ly Thi Kim Phién . .. 972-496-6752
H6i Dao Binh Bulic Me
O. Vi Tién Cong.....972-496-7602
Ho6i Blc Me Hang Cuu Giup
Ba Vi Kim Oanh . ... 469-831-4848
Poan Thanh Nién Céng Giao
A.Nguyén Th& Cuéng . . .469-500-4189
Muc Vu Gigi Tré
A.Quy Pham ..... 214- 991-7894
Nhém Nguén Séng
A. Nguyén Tri....... (214) 406-3475
Ban Trat Tu
A. Huy Huynh 214-563-3192.

Nhém Lam Bep Nha Chua
Ong Pham Buc Hung....... 214-315-9269

Safety Environment Officer
Co Nguyén T. T. Nga.. 972-890-7917
C6 Ngb Hoang Chi........ 972-578-2309
Ban Bao Tri
O. Nguyén Minh Hung .....214-244-1814
Khéi Thé Thao
Anh Dinh Van Chuong.......(214) 684-3120
HOI QUAN GIAO XU
A. Nguyén Tién Dat 972-414-4672
NHA BINH AN (NHA cOT)
C. Vd Thi Ngoc Liém 972-234-0565

CAC GIAO KHU

Khu 1: O. Trin Vin Mio (214) 629-4485
Khu2: O.Pham Huy Thé (214)-603-2330
Khu 3: O. Nguy&n Hitu Tinh (972)272-9625
Khu4: O.Nguyé&n Binh (469) 878-0510
Khu5: O.Ngo Sudt (972) 644-5790

Khu 6: O.Nguy&n Vin Ti€n (972) 479-0230
Khu7: O.Nguy&n Hung (214) 208-4488
Khu8: O.Nguyén T. Trung 469-734-0057
Khu 9: Ba Ngo Hoang Chi (972) 578-2309

Khu 10: O. Pham Viin Dia (469) 288-2310
Khu 11: O. Lé Tan Diing (972) 384-0366
Khu 12: O. Nguy&n Ky Son (972) 679-7339

J




NGON LUA TiNH YEU

ghe ngon lita bung chdy, ai ciing cim thay s¢
‘ \‘ sét béi vi lia chay blung c6 thé thiéu rui nha
clia, rudong vuon vv... Néu con ngudi khong
ngan chan ngon Iia kip thoi. Poc Tin Ming, ching ta
nhiéu khi cling cdm thay lo au, dac biét 1a doan Phic
Am cta thanh Luca hém nay véi nhiing 16i nguyén
ria cia Chia Giésu: “Thay da dén dé ném lta vao
mat dat va Thiy uéc mong phai chi lita 4y da bung
1én”. Nghe nhiing 161 nay cia Chaa Giésu, ching ta sé
dam ra sg sét, lo au. Nhung ching ta phai thay déi tu
duy va hiéu rd hon ¥ cla Chia Giésu mudn néi.

Trong doan Tin Ming nay, truéc hét ching ta phai
hiéu chif 1tia theo y Chda. Lita & day, giong nhu Viét
Nam ching ta c6 ciu ca dao: “Lira thi vang, gian
nan thi dic”. Lia 1a ddce tin, 14 dau khé. e tin c6
dugc cing ¢6, thanh luyén, Dic tin méi tré nén viing
vang vi “Ddc tin khong c6 viéc 1am 1a Duc tin chét”.
Chta Giésu ciing néi: “Thay phai chiu mét phép ria
va long Thay khic khodi biét bao cho d&én khi hoan
tat”. Phép ria trong bai Tin Mimng c6 nghia la dau
khé. Piéu nay néi dén cudc khd hinh ctia Chia Giésu
trén Thap gia. Chda Giésu cho ching ta hiéu dau khd
14 con dudng, 14 cich thiic Chia Giésu da chon dé ciu
do chung ta, do d6, ching ta cing phai di theo con
duong cha Chaa: “T6i t6 khong 16n hon Thay...”. Pay
12 cach thic duy nhat Chaa da chon dé 1am guong cho
moi nguti ching ta.

Y nghia khdc nifa trong bai Phic Am cta thanh
Luca: “Chua bao trudc cho nhiing ai tin theo Ngai
12 vi Ddc tin, vi theo dao, vi theo Ngai, ho c6 thé bi
chinh nhing ngudi thin yéu cida minh khinh ché,
ghen ghét, ruong bd vv... Poc Sach Cong Vu Tong Do,
ching ta nhan thay rat ro cong doan Kitd hiu dau
tién da gip khon khé khi 6 trong mot gia dinh c6 mot
hay hai ngudi quyét dinh tin theo Chua thi ho lién
bi nhiing nguoi than trong gia dinh ngén can, ghen
ghét, khé chiu, ruéong bd vv... Con trén binh dién
rong 16n hon, lich s ctia dao da cho hay cé nhiéu Vi
Thanh T# Pao da bi Vua Chia Quan Quyén rudng
ray, bit bé, giam cAm va két 4n t hinh.

Lich st Hoi Thanh cho thay, Dic tin rat can thiét
cho moi nguvi dé nguoi Mén dé Chia cé6 thé bén viing
t6i cung. Lira ma Chuaa néi dén & day cho ching ta
hiéu vé thi Itta thiéng liéng ma Chda thip sang trong
tam hon ching ta, néu ching ta biét dén nhan, lta
nay sé giy nén trong ching ta nhitng hiéu qua tot
nho dé ching ta luén biét cam ta Chida vi tat cad déu

la Hong an Chda ban, réi ching ta luén tim Chda,
luén huéng vé Ngai, luon nhin 1én cao dé trai tim
ching ta dot chay ngon lita yéu mén Chua. Sau doé,
ching ta luon khao khat néi vé Chuaa béi trai tim
clia ching ta day ap Chia, thiap sang cho moi nguovi
thdy Chda. Chinh vi thé, du dang séng noi tran
gian v6i nhiing kh6 khan thi thach, v6i nhiing cam
dd clia ma quy bua vay, gidng mic, ching ta van
ludn tin tuéng, phé thac vao Chaa.

Séng noi gian tran, ching ta dang buéc ting
bu6c trong cudc 1it hanh tran thé, ching ta da chon
Chua, da dén, xem, § lai va di theo Chua trong Hoi
Thanh, duéi mai nha tinh thuong la Pao Cong Gido
ma Chua thiét 1ap. Va su chon lua di theo Chda,
song cho Chua, phuc vu anh em la nép soéng, tu duy
va hanh dong cua ching ta.. Nén, moi thd khac nhu
tién tai, vat chat, cta cii, danh vong phai la thi yéu
doi véi ching ta. Moi thit thach, chong gai, dau khd,
gian nan khong lam chun buéc ching ta va khong
lam lung lay hanh dong t6t, tu duy chan chinh cua
ching ta. Ching ta chon Chda hay chon tién tai,
danh vong. Pay 1a nhiing vdn nan doi chdng ta
nghiém tuc tra 161 va giai dap.

Théanh Augustind viét: “T6t dep biét bao vi Thién
Chua 12 ngon lita bung chdy lam cho chung ta biét
yéu mén Nguoi”. Ngon lta ctia Chda 1a ngon lia
tinh yéu, ngon ltia cia Chia Thanh Than dén dé
bién ddi con ngudi cia cic Tong do. Ngon lita Ay
phai dugc chiéu téa rong khip noi mdi ngudi va trén
khip cling thé giéi nay.

Cha Vincent Cabanac da néi: “ ...Ching ta ciing
c6 thé dot chdy lén tinh yéu vi Chaa va vi tha nhéan,
nhu ngon nén chdy sang ddm bdo su song dang ton
tai, va chiéu sang vao noi tdi tdm hay mot con tim
ruc chdy thic ddy ching ta trao ban tit cid. Bing
nhitng 161 n6i khién cho ngudi nghe ngac nhién,
Chua Giésu khong tré thanh méi de doa, nhung 1oi
noéi clia Nguoi lam cho doi séng cta ching ta nén
thanh sach bing cich mac khai cho ching ta diéu
can thiét nay”.

«

Lay Chua Giésu, xin doét len trong chiing con
ngon lita tinh yéu ctia Chua.Xin Chia Thdnh Than
hay dén dé bién doi tam hén ciung céi cia ching
chiing con bdng chinh liia yéu mén Chua. Amen.

Linh muc Giuse Nguyé&n Hung L¢i DCCT




% Chiia Nhat XX Thubng Nién % Trang 3 < Neay 18-08-2013%

(Trich ti) TOAT YEU SACH GIAO Ly (Excerpt from) COMPENDIUM OF THE
cUA HOI THANH CONG GIAO CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

450. Tai sao Thién Chua "da chuc phic cho || 450. Why did God "bless the Sabbath day and
ngay sabat va coi do la ngay thanh" (Xh 20,11)? || declareitsacred" (Exodus20:11)?

Trqlgg nge}y Sabf’lt’ dén PO Théi tg@g nhé vige God did so because on the Sabbath day one
Thién Chua nghi ngoi vao ngay thir bay theo nhu || .eryembers God's rest on the seventh day of
trinh thuat Tao dung, cling nhu nh¢ dén viée giai || ¢reation, and also the liberation of Israel from

uoc dUUC Thién Chua thiét lép voidan Ngé.l sealed with his people

451. Chiia Giésu xir sir thé nao doi véi ngay sa-

bat? 451. How did Jesus act in regard to the

Chta Giésu cong nhén sy thanh thiéng cua ngay Sabbath?

sabat va Nguoi dung tham quyén than linh d€ dua || Jesus recognized the holiness of the Sabbath day

ra gidi thich dich thyc v€ ngay nay: "Ngay sabat | and with divine authority he gave this law its

dugc 14p ra vi loai nguoi chir khong phai loai nguoi | | authentic interpretation: "The Sabbath was made

vingay sabat" (Mc 2,27). for man, and not man for the sabbath" (Mark

2:27).

452. Ly do nao ngwoi Kitd hiru thay thé ngay

sabat biang ngay Chiia nhat?

Ngay Chua nhat 1a ngay Phuc sinh ctia Buc Kitd.

La "ngay thi nhét trong tuan" (Mc 16,2), ngay

Chﬁa nhat goi lai cudc sang tao lan thr nhat; 1a || The reason is because Sunday is the day of the
"ngay thir tim" tiép sau ngay sabat, ngay Chia nhat | | Resurrection of Christ. As "the first day of the

biéu trung mot cude sang tao méi dugc khoi dau week" (Mark 16:2) it re_calls the first creation; apd

bang cudc Phuc sinh cia Dic Kitd. Nhu thé, d6i || as the "eighth day", which follows the sabbath, it

vOi céce ngudi Kit6 hitu, ngay Chiia nhat tro thanh symbolizes the new creation ushered in by the
ngay thir nhét ctia moi ngdy va ciia tt ca moi ngay RGSI:lI‘I:eCtIOIl of Christ. Thus, it has become for

18: ngay ciia Chila; trong ngay nay, nhd cude Vuot Christians the first of all days and of all feasts. It
qua, buc Kitd hoe‘m tat y nghia thiéng liéng ngay | 15 the day of the Lord in which he with his
sabat cua nguo1 Do Thai va loan bao su an nghi doi Passover fulfilled the spiritual truth of the Jewish
doi ciia con ngudi trong Thién Chia ' Sabbath and proclaimed man's eternal rest in God.

452. For what reason has the Sabbath been
changed to Sunday for Christians?

453. Phai thanh hoa ngz‘ly Chua nhé:lt thé nao? 453. How does one keep Sunday holy?
Céc nguoi Kito hitu thanh hoa ngay Chua nhat va
cac ngay 1é budc khac béng viéc tham du tiéc
Théanh Thé cua Chia va tranh moi hoat dong lam

Christians keep Sunday and other days of
obligation holy by participating in the Eucharist
of the Lord and by refraining from those activities
ngan trg viéc tho phuong Thién Chua, hay lam xdo ||y pich impede the worship of God and disturb the
tron niém vui dgc thl trong ngay ctia Chua, cling joy proper to the day of the Lord or the necessary
nhu viéc nghi ngoi can thiét cho tinh than va than relaxation of mind and body. Activities are

xac. Tuy nhién, trong ngay Chta nhat, cac nguoi || ajlowed on the Sabbath which are bound up with
Kit6 hiru 6 thé lam nhiing viéc lién quan dén nhu || family needs or with important social service,

cau gia dinh hay phuc vu cho nhimg loi ich quan || provided that they do not lead to habits prejudicial
trong cua xa hoi, voidi€u kiénnhitng hoatddng nay | | to the holiness of Sunday, to family life and to
khong tao thanh nhiing thoi quen ¢6 hai cho viée || health.

thanh hoa ngay Chua nhat, cho cudc song gia dinh
hay cho strc khoe.

Moi quang cdo, xin fax tGi 972-530-6428 véi ndi dung quing cdo va dia chi ngudi géi http://www.dmhcg.org
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454. Tai sao phai diu tranh dé luit din sy cong
nhén ngay Chia nhétlangay 18 nghi?

Dé cho tat ca moi ngum déucod the nghingoi day dava
c6 dugc mot thdi gian ranh rdi dé chim lo viée ton
gido, gia dinh, van hoa va x hoi; tim duoc thoi gian
thun tién dé suy niém, suy tu, yén tinh va hoc tap; dé
lam nhiing viéc thién ich, dédc biét la viéc phuc vu
nhiing nguoi bénh tat va gia yeu.

455. Pitu rin thi tw day diéu gi?

Diéu ran thir tu day chung ta phai ton kinh va cham soc
cha me va nhing ai duoc Thién Chua trao ban quyén
hanh dé muu ich cho chiing ta.

456. Ban chit ciia gia dinh trong ké hoach cia
Thién Chiia nhw thé nao?

Ngudi nam va nguoi nit két hop voéi nhau qua hon
nhén, cung vdi con cai tao thanh mot gia dinh. Thién
Chua d4 thiét 1ap gia dinh va dit nén tang can ban cho
gia dinh. Hon nhén va gia dinh dugc sap xép hufong vé
thiénich cua doi vo chong, vé viéc sinh san va gido duc
con cai. Gitra cac thanh vién trong gia dinh c6 nhiing
moi lién hé c4 nhan va nhitng trach nhiém hang dau.
Trong Duc Kitd, gia dinh tré thanh mot Hoi thanh tai
gia, vi d6 1a mot cong doan dure tin, dirc cdy va dirc
men.

457. Gia dinh c6 vai tro gi trong xa hgi?

Gia dinh 12 té bao nguyén thuy cua xi hoi loai nguoi,
co trude ‘t;at ky su cong nhén nao cua chinh quyén. Céc
nguyén tac va gia tri cua gia dinh tao thanh nén tang
cho doi sdng xa hoi. Poi sdng gia dinh 1a khoi diém
ctia doi séng xa hoi.

458. X4 hoi c6 trach nhiém gi ddi véi gia dinh?
Xahoi c6 trach nhiém nang dd va cung ¢6 hon nhan va
gia dinh, nhung van ton trong nguyén tac hd tro. Céc
chinh quyén phai ton trong, bao v¢ va ¢6 v béan chét
dich thuc cua hon nhan va gia dinh, dao dtrc chung, cac
quyén cua chame va sy thinh vugng cia cac gia dinh.

459. Con cii c6 nhirng bon phin nao ddi véi cha
me?

Con cai phai hiéu thao, biét on, ngoan ngodn va vang
phuc cha me. Nho nhing twong quan tot dep voi anh
em, con cai gop phan lam tang thém sy hoa thuan va
thanh thién cua toan bo doi séng gia dinh. Khi cha me
nghéo ting, bénh tat, c6 don hay gia yéu, con cai da
truong thanh phai trg giap cac ngai vé vat chat va tinh
than.

454. Why is the civil recognition of Sunday as a feast
day important?

It is important so that all might be given the real
possibility of enjoying sufficient rest and leisure to take
care of their religious, familial, cultural and social lives.
It is important also to have an opportune time for
meditation, for reflection, for silence, for study, and a
time to dedicate to good works, particularly for the sick
and for the elderly.

455. What does the fourth commandment require?

It commands us to honor and respect our parents and
those whom God, for our good, has vested with his
authority.

456. What is the nature of the family in the plan of
God?

A man and a woman united in marriage form a family
together with their children. God instituted the family
and endowed it with its fundamental constitution.
Marriage and the family are ordered to the good of the
spouses and to the procreation and education of children.
Members of the same family establish among themselves
personal relationships and primary responsibilities. In
Christ the family becomes the domestic church because
it is a community of faith, of hope, and of charity.

457. What place does the family occupy in society?

The family is the original cell of human society and is,
therefore, prior to any recognition by public authority.
Family values and principles constitute the foundation of
social life. Family life is an initiation into the life of
society.

458. What are the duties that society has toward the
family?

Society, while respecting the principle of subsidiarity,
has the duty to support and strengthen marriage and the
family. Public authority must respect, protect and foster
the true nature of marriage and the family, public
morality, the rights of parents, and domestic prosperity.

459. What are the duties of children toward their
parents?

Children owe respect (filial piety), gratitude, docility and
obedience to their parents. In paying them respect and in
fostering good relationships with their brothers and
sisters, children contribute to the growth in harmony and
holiness in family life in general. Adult children should
give their parents material and moral support whenever
they find themselves in situations of distress, sickness,
loneliness, or old age.

Moi quang cdo, xin fax tgi 972-530-6428 véi noi dung quing cdo va dia chi ngudi géi

http://www.dmhcg.org



Giao Khu 6: A/C Nguyén Vin Ti€n 972-479-0230,
8136 Clearspring Rd., Dallas, TX 75240

Gido xtt Pttc Me Hing Ctu Gitp dugc tin
Thiy Phé T€ Giuse Nguyén Tan Pat, CSsR
s€ nhan chic Linh muc
vao lic 10 gio sdng thi Bdy ngay 24 thing 8 nam 2013
tai Pén Piic Me Hiing Cttu Gitip,

Phu Tinh dong Chiia Cttu Thé Viét Nam Hai Ngoai Houston, Texas.
Cong doan dan Chda gido xit Pitc Me Hing Ctu Gitip
han hoan chiic mirng thay.

Xin Thién Chiia ban tran ddy on lanh hdn x4c va gin giit Thay
dudc ludn trung kién trong on goi,
va luén hing say nhiét thanh phuc vu Chia va Gido hoi.



TiVi Giao Xu

Gido xtt dang thyc hién chuodng trinh
“TiVi Tin Mung Hom Nay” .
Chuong trinh gdm c6 c4c phan:

Chia sé Lgi Chia
do Cha Chédnh xtr va Phé xu phu trach.
Thanh ca do cidc Ca doan cua Gido xt&t
trinh bay.
Tin tdc do cdc em Thi€u nhi doc.
Video phéng sy
vé cdc sinh hoat clia gido xif trong tuin.
Kinh md&i cong doan vao
website clia gido xit d€ thudng thc:

http://www.dmhcg.org
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SUNDAY LESSON FOR THE YOUTH

"I came to cast fire upon the earth"
Scripture: Luke 12:49-53

were already kindled! I have a baptism to be

baptized with; and how I am constrained until it is
accomplished! Do you think that [ have come to give
peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division; for
henceforth in one house there will be five divided,
three against two and two against three; they will be
divided, father against son and son against father,
mother against daughter and daughter against her
mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
and daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.”

I came to cast fire upon the earth; and would that it

LESSON

Do you want to be on fire for God? Jesus shocked his

disciples when he declared that he would cast fire and

cause division rather than peace upon the earth.

What kind of fire did Jesus have in mind? Fire in

biblical times was associated with God and with his

action in the world and in the lives of his people. God

sometimes manifested his presence by use of fire,

such as the burning bush which was not consumed

when God spoke to Moses (Exodus 3:2). The image

of fire was also used to symbolize God's glory

(Ezekiel 1:4, 13), his protective presence (2 Kings

6:17), his holiness (Deuteronomy 4:24), righteous

judgment (Zechariah 13:9), and his wrath against sin

(Isaiah 66:15-16). It is also used of the Holy Spirit

(Matthew 3:11 and Acts 2:3). God's fire both purifies and cleanses, and it inspires a reverent fear of God and of
his word in us.

Jesus regarded the coming of the kingdom of God as a time of judgment. His word of judgment was meant to
help people take seriously the consequences of their choices — either for or against God. Our response to the
judgments of God has serious repercussions, both for the present and the future. Jesus states that even family
loyalties would be challenged on the basis of whether people accepted the kingdom of God or not. The essence
of Christianity is loyalty to Jesus Christ, a loyalty that takes precedence over every other relationship. When
Jesus spoke about division he likely had in mind the prophecy of Micah: a man's enemies are the men of his
own household (Micah 7:6). The love of God compels us to choose who will be first in our lives. To place any
relationship (or anything else) above God is a form of idolatry. Jesus challenges his disciples to examine who
they love first and foremost. A true disciple loves God above all else and is willing to forsake all for Jesus
Christ. Jesus insists that his disciples give him the loyalty which is only due to God, a loyalty which is higher
than spouse or kin. It is possible that family and friends can become our enemies, if the thought of them keeps
us from doing what we know God wants us to do. Does the love of Jesus Christ compel you to put God firstin all
youdo (2 Corinthians 5:14)?

"Lord, may your love consume me and transform my life that I may truly desire nothing more than life with
you. Make me strong in love and fidelity that nothing may hinder me from doing your will."
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