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i SUY NIEM

14 mdi ngay sé dé ra 15 phit truge khi di ngi @€ hoi

tAm vé nhiing tu tudng, 16i néi va hanh dong cta
minh. DPic biét, t6i dé y kiém diém xem trong ngay qua,
tdi c6 nhan xét, phé binh ho#c 1én 4n ai khong? Quyét
dinh nay khong nhiing t6t vé mit tam linh, dao ddc, ma
vé phuong dién dao ddc xa hoi, né con gidp tdi quan binh
va khéch quan trong 16i cu x{ va séng v6i moi ngudi; nhat
la nhitng nguoi t6i khong ua, khong thich. Ngoai ra, vé
mit tam 1y, su binh tinh va khach quan trong 16i suy tu
nay cling gidp toi tu kiém ché& dugc nhiing tdm tinh va
tinh cdm néng ndy, bodc truc hoic nhiing xic dong khong
dung khi phai d61 dién v6i nhiing cdnh ngd, hodc nhiing
con nguoi ma toi thudong ngay phai va cham.

Song binh than, binh an, va khach quan. Pic tinh xa
hoi va triét ly song 4y, toi biét 1a tot lanh, 1a can thiét.
Muoi 1&m phit binh tdm va suy niém 4y, toi cling biét la
cin thiét va phai thuc hanh. Thé& nhung trong lic thuc
hanh to6i tif tU nhan ra rang dé trung thanh, bén bi va
hoan tat dugc quyét tam 4y that khong phai d&. Chinh vi
vay, cling trong mot tuan phong khéc sau d6, t6i da xin
Chua tu gidam xudng chi con 10 phut.

Trung thanh, cuong quyét hay bén bi, 1a mot didc tinh
tu nhién dang qui. N6 ciing 1a mét nhan dde c6 lién hé
mat thiét v6i nhiing nhan didc luan 1y nhu khén ngoan,
cong bing, dai ddm, va tiét do.

Nguoi trung thanh la nguoi truée sau nhu mot, khong
thay long déi da, bén bi va quyét tAm di dén ciung hoic
hoan tat cach day da cong viéc da duge trao phé cho minh.
O day, long trung thanh khong chi hiéu theo nghia la gan
b6 va nhiét tAm véi mot nguoi nao, thi du, mot nguoi dé
tlr trung thanh vé6i thdy minh. Trung thanh trong truong
hgp Chia Giésu dé cap dén ¢ day con vuon t6i vinh cii,
vi theo Ngai, thi nho trung thanh, bén bi s& dan ta dén
su song doi doi, sé gidi thoat va ciu dugc linh hén minh:
“Bén d6 anh em sé ciiu dugc linh hén” (Lc¢ 21:19).

Quyét tAm thuc hién méot viéc gi cho dén cung, bén
tam, kién tri dén cung c6 nghia 1a s& bing moi gid phai
thuc hién dugc viéc 4y, du phdi gip nhiing thi théch,
nhiing khé khén trong khi thuc hién. Piéu nay méi xem
ra c6 vé dé dai, nh4t 1a khi ta lam mot viéc ma két qua
trong thay truéc mat. Nhung du 1a thanh qua tich cuc
hay tiéu cuc, trung thanh dén cung van la mot diéu khé
long thuc hién. Trd lai kinh nghiém cta chinh minh, 15
phit hoi tAm rdi gidm xudng 10 phit mbi ngay. Nhiing lic
khée manh, nhiing ldc thanh than, nhing lde khong gép
chuyén phai lo 4u, thi téi khong gép khé khén nao véi
quyét tdm ctia minh. Nhung nhiing lic mét ma, bénh tat,
va ban roén véi cong viéc, hodc nhiing lic gap thi thach thi
quyét tdm nay khong phai 1a dé& dang thuc hién. Nhiing
ldc nhu vay, t6i méi thdy tng nghiém 1oi Chia Giésu néi

Trong mot tudn phong no, téi da quyét tam mot diéu

BEN PO DEN CUNG

vé su bén bi va trung thanh, va tai sao Ngai lai gin lién
viéc trung thanh véi nhiing gia tri doi doi.

Nhung dé dugc ctu rdi, duge gidi thoat, va dugc vao
vinh hing, thi su trung thanh cta ta phai dat dugc tiéu
chuén theo v6i y nghia doi doi ctia n6. Nhitng doi héi nay
that su khong dé dang, vi né khong do tu minh quyét dinh
hay chon lua, ma 1a chinh Chida da xép dit, da cho phép
x4y ra trong cudc song dé do luong, va thir thach su trung
thanh cda ching ta: “Ngudi ta sé tra tay bat bé, tc hiép va
ndp céc con dén céc hoi trudng va nguc tu, diéu cac con dén
tru6c méit vua chiia quan quyén vi danh Thay: Céc con sé
¢6 dip lam ching. Cha me, anh em, ba con, ban hiu sé nop
cac con, va c6 ké trong céc con sé bi giét. C4c con sé& bi moi
ngudi ghét bé vi danh Thay” (Le 21:12-13, 16-17).

Trung thanh, bén bi du bi bit b6, giam cam, tu toi.
Trung thanh, bén bi du bi cha me, vg chéng, con c4i, anh
chi em, va ban hiiu khinh ché, nhao bang. Trung thanh,
bén bi du phdi thi mang vi danh Chida, khong phai 1a
chuyén nho, va chuyén dé. Piéu nay di nhién khé gdp tram
lan mot minh d6i dién v6i minh 10 phit méi ngay.

Tuy nhién, Thién Chia da khéng dé con ngudi roi vao
mot thit thach ma ho khong thé thing vugt dugce, bang
khong con ngudi sé d6 thita cho Ngai va sé bé cugc. Biét
nhu thé&, nén Chia Giésu da 16ng vao nhiing diéu kién
trung thanh nhiing 161 hia nang d6 va khich 1&. Ngai cho
biét vé phuong dién tri thic, kha ning tri tué va lgi khau
s& c6 Thanh Than Chda gitp d6: “Chinh Thay sé ban cho
cac con miéng lugi va su khon ngoan, moi ké thu cdc con
khong thé chéng lai va bit bé cdac con” (Le 21:15). Riéng
vé nhiing thit thach tudng nhu vugt qué stc tu nhién kia
thi trong nhitng hoan cdnh 4y, Thién Chuda van ¢ bén va
bénh d&: “Du mot sg téc trén dau céc con ciing khong bi hu
mat” (Le¢ 21:18).

Va d6 1a 161 hia cta Thién Chaa, Ngai danh cho nhiing
ai trung tin véi Ngai, ddm chdp nhan theo Ngai va lam
chiing nhan cho Ngai. Piéu nay dan ta dén mot quyét dinh
thuc hanh rang, chi can chu toan cdch nghiém chinh, bén
bi moi cong viéc minh trong cudc séng, va véi long yéu
mén chan thanh, cay nhd vao on Chia, con nguvi s& dugc
gidi thoat. Vi on ciu do dén ti Thién Chua nhung lai tuy
vao su trung thanh dép tra cha mdi ngudi. Khi Chda néi
dén trung thanh, bén bi, Ngai khong néi dén phai trung
thanh va hoan t4t nhiing cong téc 16n lao, nhiing viéc lam
hién hach. Va day la diéu lam ching ta an tam, vi mot
khi trung thanh véi Ngai trong moi khia canh nhé mon
clia cudc doi, ciing chinh 14 trung thanh va bén bi véi Ngai
trong toan bd cudc sdng minh, va nhu vay nho su trung
thanh 4y sé dan ching ta dén su séng doi doi: “Bén dé anh
sé& ctiu dugc linh hon” (Le 21:19).

T.s. Tran Quang Huy Khanh
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(Trich i) TOAT YEU SACH GIAO Ly
cUA HOI THANH CONG GIAO

570. Suy niém la gi?

Suy niém 1 suy tu trong cau nguyén. Viéc suy tu ndy
phai bt dau tir Loi Chua trong Thanh Kinh. Suy niém
van dung 1y tri, tri tudng tugng, tinh cdm, udc muodn,
dé dao sau dirc tin, hoan cai tim hon va cing cd ¥ chi
mudn budc theo Duc Kitd. Day la bude khai dau tién
dén viéc két hop voi Chiia trong tinh yéu.

571. Cau nguyén chiém niém 1a gi?

Chiém niém 1 don so chiém ngam Thién Chua, trong
thinh ling va trong tinh yéu. D6 12 mot hong 4n cua
Thién Chta, mét khoanh khic cua dirc tin thuan tay
trong d6 ngudi cau nguyén tim kiém Puc Kitd, pho
thac minh cho y dinh yéu thuong ctia Chuia Cha va dat
minh duéi tic dong cuia Chiia Thanh Than. Thanh
Térésa Avila dinh nghia chiém ni€ém nhu "moét cudc
trao d6i than tinh gitra ban hitu, m§t minh bén Déng
ma chiing ta biét 1a Ngai yéu thuong ta.”

572.Taisao cAu nguyén laila mot cudc chién dau?
Cau nguyén 1a mot qua ting ctia 4n sting, nhung trudc
do6 phai c6 mot o1 dap tra dirt khoat tir phia chiing ta.
Ai caunguyén cling "phai chién dau" chdng lai chinh
ban than minh, chong lai nhimg gi chung quanh va
nhét 1a chong 1a1 tén cam do, 1a ke lam tat ca dé ngan
chan vi¢c cau nguyen Cude chlen dau trong cau
nguyén phai gan lién voi sy tan t6i trong doi song
thleng liéng. Chung ta cAu nguyén nhu chung tasong,
bdi vi chiing ta séng nhu chung ta cau nguyén.

573. C6 nhirng chwéng ngai nao can tré viéc ciu
nguyén khong?

C6 nhiéu quan niém sai léch vé cau nguyen Nhiéu
nguoi cho rang ho khong c6 thoi gid dé cau nguyén
hay cau nguyén 1a v ich. Nguoi cau nguyén co thé
nan 10ng trude nhitng kho khian va nhimng diéu xem ra
that bai. Pé thang vuot nhimg chudng ngai nay,
chung ta can sy khiém nhuong, tin tuéng va kién tri.

574. Pau 12 nhirng khé khin trong viéc ciu
nguyén?

Lo ra (chia tri) 1a kho6 khan thuong xuyén cua viée
cau nguyén. Lo ra tach su cha y cua chung ta ra khoi
Thién Chua, va cung ¢6 thé cho théy chung ta dang
quyén luyen diéu gl Luac d6 tam hon chung ta phai
khiém tén quay vé v6i Chua. Lot cau nguyén con
thuong bi sw kho khan tan cong Aimubn chién thing
swkho khan, phai gin b6 v6i Thién Chua bang dirc

(Excerpt from) COMPENDIUM OF THE
CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

570. Whatis meditation?

Meditation is a prayerful reflection that begins above
all in the Word of God in the Bible. Meditation
engages thought, imagination, emotion and desire in
order to deepen our faith, convert our heart and
fortify our will to follow Christ. It is a first step
toward the union of love with our Lord.

571. What is contemplative prayer?

Contemplative prayer is a simple gaze upon God in
silence and love. It is a gift of God, a moment of pure
faith during which the one praying seeks Christ,
surrenders himself to the loving will of the Father,
and places his being under the action of the Holy
Spirit. Saint Teresa of Avila defines contemplative
prayer as the intimate sharing of friendship, "in
which time is frequently taken to be alone with God
who we know loves us.”

572. Why is prayer a "battle'"?

Prayer is a gift of grace but it always presupposes a
determined response on our part because those who
pray "battle" against themselves, their surroundings,
and especially the Tempter who does all he can to
turn them away from prayer. The battle of prayer is
inseparable from progress in the spiritual life. We
pray as we live because we live as we pray.

573. Are there objections to prayer?

Along with erroneous notions of prayer, many think
they do not have the time to pray or that praying is
useless. Those who pray can be discouraged in the
face of difficulties and apparent lack of success.
Humility, trust and perseverance are necessary to
overcome these obstacles.

574. What are the difficulties in prayer?

Distraction is a habitual difficulty in our prayer. It
takes our attention away from God and can also
reveal what we are attached to. Our heart therefore
must humbly turn to the Lord. Prayer is often
affected by dryness. Overcoming this difficulty
allows us to cling to the Lord in faith, even without
any feeling of consolation. Acedia is a form of
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tin, cho dii khéng cam thiy mot su an ui ndo. Sy nguoi
lanh 1a mot hinh thue luoi bleng vé mit thiéng liéng do lo
1a viéc tinh thirc va do sy chénh mang ctia tim hon.

575. Lam thé nao dé ciing c6 long tin twong hiéu thao
cuiachungta?

Long tin twdng cua ngudi con hiéu thao bi thir thach khi
nghi rang chung ta khong duge Thién Chia nham 161

Luc d6, phai ty van xem, d6i véi ching ta, Thién Chua
thyuc sy 1a mot ngudi Cha ma chung ta dang ¢d gang thuc
thi y Ngai, hay Ngai chi la phuong tién dé chung ta dat
duoc diéu mong muon. Néu két hop 10i cau nguyén cua
chung ta v6i 10i cau nguyén cua Chua Giésu, _ching ta
bi€t rang Thién Chua ban cho chung ta con nhiéu on hon
chung ta cau xin: do la chung ta dugc lanh nhan Chua
Thanh Than, Dang thay d6i tim hon ching ta.

576.Cé thé cau nguyen trong moi luc hay khong"
Chung ta c6 thé cau nguyen ludén ludn, vi thoi gian cua
nguoi Kitd hitu 1a thoi glan cua Btrc Kitd phuc sinh,
Pang "¢ v6i chung ta moi ngay" (Mt 28 20) Cau nguyén
khong thé tach roi khoi doi song ciia nguoi Kitd hitu.

"Ban co thé cau nguyén thuong xuyén va SOt sang,
khi o ngoai cho hay khi di dao mot minh, khi dang ngoi
0 cita hang hay khi dang mua ban, va ngay ca khi lam
bép" (thanh Gioan Kim Khéu).

577. Kinh nguyén ctia Chua Giésu trong Gio caa
Ngwoi la gi?

Ngudi ta goi kinh nguyén nay 1a "1o1 nguyén tu té" cua
Chua Giésu trong bita ti¢c cudi cung. Chua Giésu, vi
Thuong té ciia Giao udc méi, dang 101 cau nguyén nay
1én Cha ctia Nguoi khi Gio cua "cudc vuot qua', Gio
Hy té ctia Nguoi, da dén.

578. Pau la ngudn goc caa kinh Lay Cha?

Chua Giésu da day chﬁng ta 10i kinh khong thé thay
thé duoc cua Kitd glao do 1a kinh Lay Cha, khi mot
mon d¢ thay Ngudi cau nguyén, da xin Nguoi "day
chtng con cau nguyén" (Lc 11, 1). Truyén théng
Phung vu Hoi thanh luén dung ban van cua thanh
Matthéu (6, 9-13).

579. Kinh Lay Cha cé vi tri nao trong Sach Thanh?

Kinh Lay Cha la "ban tom lugc toan b Tin Mung"
(Tertulliand), 1a "10i cdu nguyén tuyét hao" (thanh
Téma Aquind). Kinh Lay Cha ndm & trung tim Bai
giang trén nai (Mt 5-7), va l4y lai ndi dung chinh yéu
cua Tin Mung dudi hinh thirc mét kinh nguyén.

spiritual laziness due to relaxed vigilance and a lack
of custody of the heart.

575. How may we strengthen our filial trust?

Filial trust is tested when we think we are not heard.
We must therefore ask ourselves if we think God is
truly a Father whose will we seek to fulfill, or
simply a means to obtain what we want. If our
prayer is united to that of Jesus, we know that he
gives us much more than this or that gift. We
receive the Holy Spirit who transforms our heart.

576. Is it possible to pray always?

Praying is always possible because the time of the
Christian is the time of the risen Christ who remains
"with us always" (Matthew 28:20). Prayer and
Christian life are therefore inseparable:

"It is possible to offer frequent and fervent prayer
even at the market place or strolling alone. It is
possible also in your place of business, while buying
or selling, or even while cooking." (Saint John
Chrysostom)

577. What is the prayer of the Hour of Jesus?

It is called the priestly prayer of Jesus at the Last
Supper. Jesus, the High Priest of the New Covenant,
addresses it to his Father when the hour of his
sacrifice, the hour of his "passing over" to him is
approaching.

578. What is the origin of the Our Father?

Jesus taught us this Christian prayer for which there
is no substitute, the Our Father, on the day on
which one of his disciples saw him praying and
asked him, "Lord, teach us to pray" (Luke 11:1). The
Church's liturgical tradition has always used the text
of Saint Matthew (6:9-13).

579. What is the place of the Our Father in the
Scriptures?

The Our Father is the "summary of the whole
Gospel" (Tertullian), "the perfect prayer" (Saint
Thomas Aquinas). Found in the middle of the
Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7), it presents in
the form of prayer the essential content of the
Gospel.
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LICH TRINH SINH HOAT GIAO XU
Thang 11 & 12 /2013

24/11: Xintién1anII cho Catholic Campaign for Human
Development
28/11: L& Cac Thanh Tir Pao Viét Nam va Thanksgiving
Xin xem Thong bao dé biét chi tiét
30/11: L& ciu cho cAc tin hiru di qua doi tai nha Binh An
lic 12PM
30/11 &
01/12: Xin tién 1an II cho c4c nan nhan Philippines va Viét Nam
trong trén bao Haiyan
01/12: Cac em hoc sinh nghi hoc, nghi sinh hoat
05/12: Thir Nam dau thang - Chau Thanh Thé bat dau sau
thanh 1& 7PM
06/12: Thir Sau dau thang Chau Thanh Thé nguyén ngay tir
7:30AM - 7:00PM tai nha Nguyén
07/12: Hu:orng dan rira toi tré em lic 7:00PM tai nha Nguyén
08/12: Xin tién lan 11 cho Retirement Fund for Religious
09/12: LE PUC ME VO NHIEM NGUYEN TOI
LE TRONG
Bon mang ca doan Trinh Vuong
B6n mang Giao Khu 8
Ephata Volunteer Meeting #1 tr 1:30-3pm tai phong 132
Céc em hoc sinh nghi hoc, nghi sinh hoat
Céc em hoc sinh nghi hoc, nghi sinh hoat
Le Thanh Gia B6n mang ban Dy Bi Hén Nhan va Thing
Tién Hén Nhéan
POC KINH TON VUONG
Lic 7:00PM Chua Nhat 10/11/2013
GiaoKhu1l: A/CPhamThanhHai 469-317-3161
2106 Aspen Ln., Garland, TX 75044
GidaoKhu2: A/CPhéap Tram 469-865-3785
2921 Flagstone Dr., Garland, TX 75044
GidoKhu4: A/CNguyénVinKét 972-496-1353
2814 Cedar Bropk Dr., Garland, TX 75040
GidaoKhu5: A/CThangNgoc 469-442-5034
2010 Linda Ln., Richardson, TX 75081
Giao Khu 10:Chi Binh Thi My Dung 972-496-7160
2049 Oakglen Dr., Garland, TX 75040
GiaoKhull:A/C Nguyen Vién & Yén 972-423-9793
6009 Sargent Dr., Plano, TX 75094
Gido Khu 12: A/C Son & Thao Nguyén 972-679-7339
4712 Winter Park Dr., Richardson, TX 75082

15/12:
22/12:
29/12:
31/12:

BAO CAO TAI CHANH
Chia Nhat 10/11/2013
Quy Piéu Hanh Gido Xt (Operating Fund)

Tién Thau Trong Céc Thénh Lé: $13,068.00
Lé Phi Gia Nhap Gido Xu: $50.00
Tién Quang Cdo: $190.00
Quyén Tién Cho Archdiocese

for the Military Services: $2,842.00

Quy Trung Tam Gido Duc (Parish Center Fund)

SDB Tén So Tién
0015  AnDanh $100.00
0090 Pham Trung $20.00
0125 Nguyén Vin Co $20.00
0501 bao Huy Héi $6.00
0539  Nguyén Thé Linh $375.00
0658  Pham Huy Ciu $100.00
0761 Pham Vin Quang $10.00
0873 DPau Quang Tuin $1,000.00
0881 Nguyén Thi Tinh $20.00
1024 Lé Xuan Vi $20.00
1652 Nguyén Ngoc Toan $20.00
1701 Lé Huy Phuong $20.00
2156 Nguyén Thi Tuoi $20.00
2245 AnDanh $2.00
2260 Lé Van Cudng $100.00
2311 Nguyén Ngoc Phit $5.00
2324 biang Chi $20.00
2367 Lé Lanh Matthew $2.00
2432 Lam Vin Thiang $5.00
2524 Trdn Thi Ta $100.00
An Danh (BTC) $50.00
Hoi Quén $5,125.00

Quy Nha Binh An (Columbarium Fund)

Ngiin S6 Tén So Tién
0270 Nguyén Lan Anh

(Double Name & Picture Plaques) $545.00
0358 Lé Quang Sinh $100.00
0362 Nguyén L& Chi $100.00
0451 Mai T6 Nghi

(Niche & Nameplate) $2,200.00
0458 Tran Minh Tan $100.00

PHAN UU

Cong doan dan Chiia Giao X Pic Me Hang Ciru Gitp xin chan
thanh phan uru cing tang quyén trudc sy ra di ctia
Cu Ba Catarina Trinh Thi Lan (1919-2013)
Ta thé ngay 10/11/2013
Trong niém tin vao Chtia Giésu Phuc Sinh, cng doan nguyén xin
Thién Chaa s6m dua linh hon Catarina vé Thién Pang ciing ban
niém an Gi va cdy trong cho tang quyén.

TIS THE SEASON ADVENT SOCIAL FOR PERSONS
WITH DISABILITIES AND CAREGIVERS

The Diocese of Dallas announces its Second Annual Tis
the Season Advent Social for Persons with Disabilities and
Caregivers to be held on Friday, December 6th, 2013 from
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in the school auditorium at St. Patrick
Catholic Church. St. Patrick Church is located 9643 Fern-
dale Road, Dallas 75238. This social event is open to all
persons with disabilities, families and friends of persons
with disabilities, and caregivers. Activities, caroling, din-
ner, and dessert will be provided. There is no charge. All
are encouraged to attend. Reservations for the Advent So-
cial can be made by contacting the Pastoral Center at 214-
379-2867 (leave a message), or by registering on-line at
www.cathdal.org/rsvptistheseason

Moi quang cdo, xin fax tgi 972-530-6428 véi noi dung quing cdo va dia chi nguoi gdi
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MUNG PAI LE CAC THANH TU PAO VIET NAM VA LE TA ON
(THANKSGIVING) 28/11/2013

Trong tdm tinh ming 1& Thanksgiving va twéng nhé cac Thanh Ta Pao Viét Nam, kinh moi cong doan Dan
Chuia tham dur dai 18 vao ngay the Nam 28/11 tai gido x& Ptrc Me Hang Ctru Giup.
Chuong trinh nhu sau:

-9:30AM : Tap trung

- 10:00AM : To6n vinh cac Thanh Tur Pao

- 10:30AM : Nhac canh Thanh Nguyén Hiru Quynh (Nim)

- 11:00AM : Thanh 1&

-12:15PM : Tiéc trén Hoi truong

Sau thanh 1&, kinh mdi moi nguoi du Tiéc Ga Tay do gido xir khoan dai tai Hoi truong Trung tim Thanh An
Phong.

Gido xw kinh moi.

THAM GIA HOI POAN POAN THE

Céc Hoi doan Doan thé sau dy rit mong mudn sy tham gia va cong tac ctia qui anh chi em:
- Ca doan Thanh Linh: hat 1& sang Chiia nhat. Xin lién lac 972-231-4084
- Ca doan Trinh Vuong: hat 1& trura Chuiia nhat. Xin lién lac 972-496-2789
- Cadoan Agustind: hat 18 chiéu Chia nh@t. Xin lién lac 214-534-4362
Ca doan Fiat: hat 1& chiéu Thir Bay va PAm tang. Xin lién lac 214-642-4351
Ca doan Thiéu nhi: hat I& trua Chua nhét dau thang. Xin lién lac 214-207-8548
Ca doan Gioan Vianney: hat 1é chleu thir Nam. Xin lién lac 496-583-2788.
C6 thé truee tidp gip ca truwéng sau Ié.

- Ban Gi4o 1y va Viét ngit ciing can thém giang vién. S& dugc dao luyén thém sau khi ghi danh.
Xin lién lac So Van (816-489-6759) hodac C6 Thuy (972-934-2023).

Ban Trat Tu: giup trat tu trong khudn vién bai dau xe cdc Thanh L& 8, 10, 12 gio Chiia nhat.
Xin lién lac 214-563-3192 hoac gap anh em trat tu tai bai dau xe.

Nhém Lam Bep Nha Chua: 1am sach dep nha tho, 1 tiéng mdi sang thir Hai.
Xin lién lac 214-315-9269 hoac dén nha tho luc 8 gid sang thir Hai.

- Giao xuar c6 mot Ban Tw Véin Béo Tri (malntenance consultants) quy anh chi em nao biét
vé dién, 6ng nudc, may lanh, go .va ngoai ra, nhitng ai mudn doéng goép mdi tuan 1 gio cho
cong viéc bao tri xin lién lac véi 214-244-1814.

D(’)ng gop tai ndng, cdng suc, cua cai cho 1¢i ich chung 1a 161 moi goi cao qui ma chinh Loi Chia cling da
ndi to1: “Lam lanh, ta dung quan ngai tir nan; dén thoi dén budi ta sé gat, mién la khéng bé budng tréi. Viy
bao ldu con dip, ta hdy lam lanh doi véi moi nguwdi, ma nhat la doéi véi nhitng ai ciing mét gia dinh dirc tin”

(Galat 6: 9-10).
._- : 11-- - LS
=iy i >

Moi quang cdo, xin fax ti 972-530-6428 véi noi dung quing cdo va dia chi nguoi géi http://www.dmhcg.org




¥ Chda Nhat XXXIII Thuong Nién < Trang 7 Ngay 17-11-2013 %

SUNDAY LESSON FOR THE YOUTH

"He is God of the living - all live to him"
Scripture: Luke 20:27-38

these things which you see, the days will come when there shall not be left here one stone upon another

that will not be thrown down." And they asked him, "Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign
when this is about to take place?" And he said, "Take heed that you are not led astray; for many will come in my
name, saying, '[am he!' And, 'The time is at hand!' Do not go after them. And when you hear of wars and tumults,
do not be terrified; for this must first take place, but the end will not be at once." Then he said to them, "Nation will
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines
and pestilences; and there will be terrors and great signs from heaven.

ﬁ nd as some spoke of the temple, how it was adorned with noble stones and offerings, he said, "As for

But before all this they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and
prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors for my name's sake. This will be a time for you to
bear testimony. Settle it therefore in your minds, not to meditate beforehand how to answer; for I will give you a
mouth and wisdom, which none of your adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict. You will be delivered
up even by parents and brothers and kinsmen and friends, and some of you they will put to death; you will be
hated by all for my name's sake. But not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance you will gain your
lives.

LESSON
How would you respond if someone prophesied that your
church or place of worship would be destroyed? Jesus foretold
many signs that would point to God's action in the world to
purify and renew his people. To the great consternation of the
Jews, Jesus prophesied the destruction of their temple at
Jerusalem. The Jewish people took great pride in their temple,
a marvel of the ancient world. The foretelling of this
destruction was a dire warning of spiritual judgment in itself.
They asked Jesus for a sign that would indicate when this
disastrous event would occur. Jesus admonished them to not
look for signs that would indicate the exact timing of
impending destruction, but rather to seek and pray for God's
intervention of grace and mercy. Jesus said there would be
many signs of impending conflicts and disasters — such as
wars, famines, diseases, tidal waves, and earthquakes — which
would precede the struggles of the last days when God's

anointed King would return to usher in the full reign of God 2 | " N
over the earth. In that day when the Lord returns there will be a & b ) f‘
final judgement of the living and the dead when the secrets of G rranyrety

every heart will be brough to light (Luke 12:2-3; Romans
2:16).

Jesus' prophecy of the destruction of the temple at Jerusalem was a two-edged sword, because it pointed not only
to God's judgment, but also to his saving action and mercy. Jesus foretold the destruction of Jerusalem and the
dire consequences for all who would reject him and his saving message. While the destruction of Jerusalem's
temple was determined (it was razed by the Romans in 70 A.D.), there remained for its inhabitants a narrow open
door leading to deliverance. Jesus said: "I am the door; whoever enters by me will be saved" (John 10:9). Jesus
willingly set his face toward Jerusalem, knowing that he would meet betrayal, rejection, and death on a cross. His
death on the cross, however, brought about true freedom, peace, and victory over the powers of sin, evil, and
death—not only for the inhabitants of Jerusalem, but for all - both Jew and Gentile alike —who would accept Jesus

Moi quang cdo, xin fax tGi 972-530-6428 véi ndi dung quing cdo va dia chi ngudi géi http://www.dmhcg.org



% Chia Nhat XXXIII Thuong Nién < Trang 8 + Ngay 17-11-2013 %

SUNDAY LESSON FOR THE YOUTH (continue)

""He is God of the living - all live to him”
Scripture: Luke 20:27-38

as their Lord and Savior. Do you know the peace and security of a life submitted to the lordship of Jesus Christ?

Jesus warns his followers that they will be confronted with persecution, wickedness, false teaching, and temptation. The real
enemy of the gospel is Satan whom Jesus calls a "murderer" and "father of lies" (John 8:44). Satan uses fear and hatred to
provoke hostility in others towards those who follow Jesus Christ. And what is Jesus' response to this hostility and
opposition? Love, truth, and forgiveness. Only love can defeat prejudice, intollerance, hatred, and envy. God's love purifies
our hearts and minds of all that would divide and tear people apart. The truth is also essential for overcoming evil and
tribulation in the world. Satan deceives and sin blinds the heart and mind. Only God's truth can free us from error and
spiritual blindness. The gospel is God's word of truth and salvation. That is why Jesus tells his disciples to proclaim the
gospel throughout the whole world (Mark 16:15), even in the midst of opposition and persecution.

Jesus tells his disciples that if they endure to the end they will gain their lives — they will see God's salvation and inherit
eternal life and happiness with God. Endurance is more than human effort and perseverance. It is a supernational gift of the
Holy Spirit which enables us to bear up under any trial, temptation, and form of persecution. Endurance is strengthened with
hope — the supernatural assurance that we will see God face to face and inherit all the promises he has made. Jesus is our
supreme model and hero who endured the cross for our sake (Hebrews 12:2). "God shows his love for us in that while we
were yet sinners Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8). Jesus willingly shed his blood for our sake and for our salvation and he
calls us to lay down our lives for one another and to take up our cross in like manner (John 15:12-13; 1 John 3:16).

The word "martyr" in the New Testament Greek means "witness". The Book of Revelations says that "Jesus was the faithful
witness ...who freed us from our sins by his blood" (Revelations 1:5). Tertullian, a second century lawyer who converted
when he saw Christians singing as they went out to die by the hands of their persecutors, exclaimed: "The blood of the
martyrs is seed." Their blood is the seed of new Christians, the seed of the church. The third century bishop, Cyprian said:
"When persecution comes, God's soldiers are put to the test, and heaven is open to martyrs. We have not enlisted in an army
to think of peace and to decline battle, for we see that the Lord has taken first place in the conflict." True martyrs live and die
as witnesses of the gospel. They overcome their enemies through persevering hope and courage, undying love and
forebearance, kindness, goodness, and compassion.

St. Augustine of Hippo wrote, "The martyrs were bound, jailed, scourged, racked, burned, rent, butchered — and they
multiplied!" Why is this the case? The Christian martyrs witnessed to the truth, joy, and freedom of the gospel, by their lives,
their testimony, and by the shedding of their own blood for the name of Christ. Today we unfortunately witness many
extremists and misguided individuals who will sacrifice their lives, and kill others in the process, out of hatred, revenge,
prejudice, and envy. From a Christian point of view, they are not true martyrs because their sacrifice is not motivated by
God's merciful love and forgiveness, truth and righteousness.

True martyrs pray for their persecutors and love their enemies. In their suffering and in their death they witness the truth of
the gospel — that "God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life" (John 3:16). Jesus gave his life for all who would accept him as their savior — whether Jew or Greek, Christian or
Muslim, agnostic or atheist. Satan seeks to destroy our faith through the fear of death and he incites others to persecute
Christians for their faith in Christ. Martyrs who shed their blood for Jesus Christ win great victory, not only for themselves,
but for the whole people of God. The martyrs overcome Satan by enduring suffering and death through their faith in Christ
who died and rose for us. And through their witness many others recognize the victory which Christ won on the cross. The
martyrs witness to the truth — the truth of Jesus Christ and his power to overcome sin, fear, hatred, violence, and prejudice,
and even death itself. What gives courage and confidence to the martyrs is the firm hope in the resurrection of Jesus Christ
and the promise of eternal life and and unending happiness with God.

God may call some of us to be martyrs for our faith. But for most of'us, our call is to be 'dry' martyrs who bear testimony to the
joy and power of the gospel in the midst of daily challenges, contradictions, temptations and adversities which come our way
as we follow the Lord Jesus. What will attract others to the truth and power of the gospel? When they see Christians loving
their enemies, being joyful in suffering, patient in adversity, pardoning injuries, and showing comfort and compassion to the
hopeless and the helpless. Jesus tells us that we do not need to fear our adversaries. God will give us sufficient grace,
strength, and wisdom to face any trial and to answer any challenge to our faith. Are you ready to lay down your life for Christ
and to bear witness to the joy and freedom of the gospel?

"Lord Jesus Christ, by your atoning death on the cross you have redeemed the world. Fill me with joyful hope, courage, and
boldness to witness the truth of your love for sinners and your victory over the powers of sin, Satan, and death."

Moi quang cdo, xin fax tGi 972-530-6428 véi ndi dung quing cdo va dia chi ngudi géi http://www.dmhcg.org
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