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Cau ghi lIong cho tuan: Con la Con yéu dau cia Cha, Con dep long Cha.

Lc 3,22

0i v6i Thanh Gioan [T
T4y Gia c¢6 nhiém vu
rao giang phép thong

hdi cho dan & bo song Jordan
va giuc ho chuin bi tam hén
cho Pang Ciu Thé thi viéc
Chua Giésu dén xin 6ng lam
phép rlra qua 1a mot viéc bat
thuong. Ping thé, Chia Giésu
khong can chiu phép rita boi
vi Ngai 1a Con Thién Chia,
Dang vo toi va day an sung
Chia Thanh Than ngay tur
khi trong long Me Maria. Tuy
nhién, bang cdch dim minh
trong nudc song Jordan, Chda
da muon dat Ngai vé phia cac
toi nhan va nhan 14y ganh nang toi 16i ctia nhan loai. Nhu
vay, Chia Giésu dén dé chia sé cich s6ng va cdi chét clia
con ngudi dé rdi chiing ta c¢6 thé duogc song.

V6i viéc nhan phép rira tir Thanh Gioan Tay Gia nhu
la hanh dong ddu tién cta Chida Giésu khi bit ddu muc vu
cong khai cho thay cong viéc clia Ngai dugc thuc hién trong
su khiém nhuong, dong thoi khoi di st mang phuc vu yéu
thuong d6i véi nguoi bi khinh ché, ngudi nghéo khd va
nguoi bénh tat tam linh. Muc vu cta Chda Giésu da duoc
Chiia Cha chap thuan béi vi khi Chia Giésu budc 1én khoi
nude song Jordan thi tir troi cé tiéng phan: “Con la Con yéu
ddu ctia Cha, Cha hai long vé con” (Lc¢ 3:22). Pay 1a d4u
chi bén ngoai cho thdy Chia Cha da sai Chda Giésu lam
bang Citu Thé cua nhan loai. Gio day, Chda Giésu sén sang
cho st mang dem lai su s6ng cua Thién Chia dén vé6i nhiing
nguoi khac.

Phép rira ciia Chiia Giésu khién chiing ta phai suy nghi vé
bi tich rlta toi cia moi ngudi. Phép rira ciia Chiia Giésu ddnh
dau su khoi dau ctia mot giai doan mdi trong moi tuong
quan ctia Thién Chda véi nhan loai, va anh huéng sau dam
dén tam hon moi mot ngudi trong ching ta. Khi nhan bi tich
rira toi, chiing ta dén nhan Than khi cta Thién Chda dén
chiém hitu ching ta mot cach dac biét va hudéng dan ching
ta buéc theo chan Chuia Giésu. Bi tich rira toi noi két ching
ta v6i Chida Giésu trong mot cdch thitc mat thiét nhat, dem
chiing ta vao gia dinh ctia Thién Chida véi quyén duoc goi
Ngai 1a Cha ctia ching ta.

PHEP RUA CUA CHUA GIESU
& Bi TIiCH RUA 71 CUA CHUNG TA

Cé cau chuyén vé
Thdnh  vuong  Louis
(1214-1270) ciia nudc
Phdp thuong ky tén vao
cdc van kién khong phdi
la “Vua Louis IX” ma
la “Louis ¢ Poissy”.
Poissy la ving ngoaqi
0 cdch thu do Paris
khodng 15 ddm vé phia
tay. Khi c¢é nguoi thdc
mdc tqi sao nha vua ky
tén nhu thé, thi ngai trd
loi: “Poissy la noi toi
duoc rua toi, Toi nght
nhiéu vé noi nay hon
la Nha tho Chinh toa
Rheims la noi t6i dugc phong vuong. Doi vdi t6i, lam con
ctia Thién Chiia thi con cao trong hon lam nguoi cai tri cia
mot viong quoc: Lam vua thi cudi ciing toi sé ddnh mat khi
chét di, con rita toi s€ la gidy thong hanh dua toi dén vinh
quang vinh ctiu.”

Noi guong Thanh vuong Louis, ching ta hday nhin dén
Bi tich rra t0i khong phai 1a mot bién ¢6 thuoc vé qua khi
nhung luon 1a mot thuc tai song dong cho phép chiing ta
thong phan lién tuc vao su song than linh ctia Chuia Kito
Phuc sinh. Day l1a mot 10i moi goi méi ngay cua Thién
Chitia muon chiing ta dé€n gan hon véi Ngai va hay l1a ngudi
cong tac trong cong trinh ctu do cua Ngai. Chiing ta duogc
goi lam ngudi phuc vu cua Thién Chda trong moi truong
song ctia minh va bién thé gidi tré thanh mot noi tot dep
hon. Trong doi song hing ngay, ching ta c6 thé khong c6
kha nang lam nhitng di€u vi dai nhung ching ta c6 quyén
nang dé 1am nhitng diéu t6t 1anh. Qua nhiing cong viéc tot
lanh, méi mot nguoi trong ching ta véi cach thiic riéng cua
minh s& hoan thanh s mang ma Chia Kito da bat dau sau
khi Ngai chiu phép rira.

Ngay Lé Chia Giésu chiu phép rira hom nay dat ra noi
chiing ta cau hdi liéu ching ta c¢6 di theo ding duong 16i
Thién Chda moi goi trong cudc song khi chiing ta bit dau
doén nhan Bi tich Rira toi hay khong.

Linh muc Chinh xit Phaolé Nguyén Tat Hai, C.Ss.R.
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LICH GIAO XU TRONG TUAN

« Chuia nhat 10/1: L& Chtia Giésu Chiu Phép Rira nim C.
Quyeén tieén 1an 2 cho Giao héi Chau My Latinh.

« Tht Hai 11/1: Tuan I Mua Thuong Nién.

« Tht Ba 12/1: Tun I Mua Thuong Nién.

« Thé Tu 13/1: L& Thanh Hilari,
Giam muc, Tién si Hoi thanh.

« Tht Nam 14/1: Tuan I Mua Thudng Nién.

« Thir Sau 15/1: Tuan I Mua Thuong Nién.

» Thi Bay 16/1: Biét kinh Bic Me.

« Chua nhat 17/1: Tuan Il Mua Thuong Nién nam C.

NHAN LAI PRAYER ORNAMENTS

Vao cubi cac Thanh 18 tha Bay (9/1) va Chia
nhat (10/1), nhiing ai da treo cac prayer ornaments
trén cay Giang sinh trong Nha tho, xin vui long nhan
lai & lobby.

LOVE or LUST
JASON EVERT PRESENTATION

When: January 15,2016, 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm.

Where: St Monica Catholic Church
(9933 Midway Rd., Dallas, TX 75220)

What: Why Save Sex for Marriage? Scare tactics,
guilt trips, and teen pregnancy rates don’t inspire
anyone to love. Discover the difference between love
and lust while getting straight answers about dating,
relationship, and sexual purety. This presentation is
gerared towards a middle school and high school
audience.

Fee: Free Admission.

Speaker: Jason Evert has traveled to six continents
to bring the message to more than one million people
over the past 15 years, including World Youth Days
in Spain and Australia. Jason earned a master’s degree
in Theology, and undergraduate degrees in Counseling
and Theology, with a minor in Philosophy at
Franciscan University of Steubenville (Ohio).

He is a best-selling author of more than ten books,
including Theology of the Body for Teens, Saint John
Paul the Great, and How to Find Your Soulmate
without Losing Your Soul. He and his wife Crystalina
are frequent guests on radio programs throughout the
country, and their television appearances include
MSNBC, Fox News, the BBC, and EWTN. Together,
they run chastityproject.com and lead an international
alliance of young people who promote purity in more
than 40 countries.

TUAN HANH PHO SU SONG (16/1/2016)

Vao ngay 16/1/2016 sip t6i, dé danh dau 43 nim
ky niém dau thuong vé phan quyét cua Ti Cao Phap
Vién Hoa Ky hop thtrc hoa viéc pha thai, Buc Gidm
Muc Kevin Farrell, cac linh muc, tu si nam ntr, va
hang ngan gido dan s& dang Thanh L& va tuan hanh
cau nguyén cho Sy Séng.

Thanh L& s& duoc cir hanh lic 1 gié trua tai
Dallas Convention Center. Sau Thanh L&, Ptic
Cha Farrell s& cling gido dan tudn hanh cau nguyén
tir Convention Center dén Earle Cabell Federal
Courthouse noi vu kién Roe v. Wade da xéy ra.

Kinh moi quy 6ng ba anh chi em ghi danh cung
gido xtr tham dy Thanh Lé va budi tuan hanh cau
nguyén cho sy song cung Buc Giam Muc Farrell.

bPé ghi danh tham dyu va nhan vé xe dién do gido
XU cung cap, xin dién tén noi bang ghi danh cudi nha
tho.

Dé di chung véi gido xik, xin vui long c6 mdt
tai tram xe lira vao dung 11 gio trwa, ngay thw Bdy
16 thang I nam 2016. (DART RAIL ARAPAHO
CENTER STATION, 1051 N. Greenvile Ave.,
Richardson 75081 - gin dwong Arapaho)

HOI HIEP ST COLUMBUS HOP (16/1/2016)

Nhitng ai da ghi danh gia nhap Hoi Hiép si
Columbus s& ¢ mot cudc hop téi thur Bay ngay
16/1/2016 tr 7:30 pm - 8:30 pm tai Phong Hoc 139 &
141 (Hoi trudng An Phong) dé ban vé chuong trinh
sinh hoat trong tuong lai. Xin moi ngudi dén tham du
dong du.

Website ciia Gido xif véi nhi¢u tin titc va thong tin can thiét:

http://www.dmhcg.org
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POI NGAY TINH TAM XUNG TQI LAN I

Vi ngay tinh tdm xung t6i lan thi I (ngay 16
thang 01) tring voi ngay cau nguyén cho Su Séng va
tuan hanh ¢ Dallas Convention Center véi Ptrc Cha
Kevin Farrell, ngay tinh tdm xung toi lan thu I cia
cac em dugc ddi qua ngay 23 thang 1 (9:30am -
3pm). Xin qii phu huynh dwa cic em dén nha
truong TTAP vao ngay 23 thang 1 (9:30am -
3pm) dé cac em c6 tinh tAm va xung toi 1an 1.

Xin Quy vi thong cam cho sy thay doi nay. Néu
co gi tro ngai, xin cho t6i biét dé chung ta ciing nhau
c6 sy sip xép tot nhat cho con em.

So Tran Ngoc Van, CMR
816 489 6759 / srjanine@yahoo.com

CHANGE OF DATES FOR FIRST
RECONCILIATION RETREAT

The original date of our First Reconciliation
Retreat (January 16th) is the same date as the Pro-
Life Mass and March-for-Life with Bishop Kevin
Farrell in downtown Dallas. For this reason, the date
for our First Reconciliation Retreat has been changed
to January 23, 2016 (9:30am - 3pm). Please bring
your child to the St. Alphonsus Education Center
(TTAP) on January 23 (9:30am - 3pm) for their
retreat and First Reconciliation. We apologize for
any inconveniences or mishaps. If there are any
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me so that
we can work out a suitable arrangement.

LOP ANH VAN ESL
VA LOP LUYEN THI QUOC TICH MY

Khoéa mua Xuan 2016 16p Anh Van ESL (English
as a Second Language) sé bat dau trg lai vao toi
ther Ba, ngay 12 thang 1, trt 7PM-9PM. Lop US
Citizenship s& bat dau vao tbi tht Tu, ngay 13
thang 1, 7PM-9PM. Tai phong 137-138-142 Trung
Tam Théanh An Phong.

Xin lién Iac van phong Giao Xur (972) 414-7073
néu can.

Xin kinh moi.

CATHOLIC BOOK FAIR
PLEASE PICK UP BOOKS

Néu qui vi d3 mua sach, sach dat mua da sin
sang cho quy vi vao cac Chuia Nhat, ngay 10 thang 01
tir 9 gid sang dén 4 gio trua tai Van Phong Khéi Gido
Duyc. Xin qui vi mang theo gidy bién nhan/receipt.

NHOM BAC AI CHi NHAN ONG LON

Nhiing thang ngay vira qua nhém Bac Ai cua
Gi4o X c¢6 nhan thu lon, gidy dé recycle gitp viéc
bao vé méi sinh va dong thoi kiém thém tién dé
gitp do nguoi ngheo. Nhung nhimg dip gan day co
rat nhiéu 6ng ba anh chi em da do rac rén ban thiu
va tham chi mang c4 nhitng v6 xe hu virt vao chd
chira d6 t4i sinh va nhiéu thir do déy khéc nira! Vi
thé, ké tir ngay 1/1/2016, Nha tho chi nhan dng lon
(Aluminum Can) ma théi va khong nhan bat ky
mon gi khéc.

Khoa Dy Bi Hon Nhan 21
Mua Xuan 2016

S€ khai giang vao
chiéu Thir Sau, ngay 12 thang 2, 2016 luc 7:00 PM
tai Trung tam Thanh An Phong
Gido xtt bic Me Hang Cuu Giup.
Khoa hoc néi tiéng Viét, giang vao 2 cudi tuan:
Thir Sau 12 thang 2, tir 7:00 PM dén 9:00 PM
Thir Bay 13 thang 2, tir 8:30 AM dén 5:00 PM
Thit Sau 19 thang 2, tir 7:00 PM dén 9:00 PM
Thir Bay 20 thang 2, tir 8:30 AM dén 5:00 PM
Cac hoc vién chi dugc cap Chimg chi néu theo hoc tir
budi dau va du day du cac gio hoc.

Ghi danh tai Van phong Gido xir. Néu c6 thac méic
Xin goi: 972-414-7073.

Website ciia Gido xif véi nhi¢u tin titc va thong tin can thiét:

http://www.dmhcg.org
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Nhirng Piéu Ban Muén Biét Vé Nim Thanh Ngoai Thuong Long Thuong X6t

(tiép theo)

Piu La Nhirng Piéu Kién Pé Lianh Nhan On Toan X4
Trong Nam Thanh Long Thwong Xo6t?

Theo Toat Yéu Gigo Ly Giao Hoi Cong Gido, “dn xd la viéc
tha thir truéc mat Thién Chia khoi nhitng hinh phat tam
dang chiu vi nhiing t9i [6i da pham, du da dwoc tha thir. Vi
nhu’ng diéu kién dwgc Hoi thanh qui dinh,

ngu’m tin hitu c6 thé lanh nhdn on tha thir
nay cho chinh minh hay cho nhitng nguoi da
qua doi, nho thira tac vu cua Hoi thanh, voi
tw cach la nguoi phdn phat on ciru chugc va
chia sé kho tang cong phiic cia Dirc Kito va
cde thanh” (s 312).

Nhu thé, an x4 c6 thé duoc lanh nhéan cho
chinh minh va cho céc linh hdn noi luyén
nguc, nhung khong thé > ap dung cho nhiing
ngudi khac con song. An x4 c6 thé 1a timg
phan (tiéu x4) hodc toan phan (toan xa, dai
Xx4). On toan x4 chi co thé duoc nhéan lanh
moi ngay mot lan ma théi, con on xa timg
phan c6 thé dugc nhan lanh nhiéu 1an trong
ngay (Sach An Xa, qui dinh 18§1).

Pay 1a nhiing diéu kién thong thuong dé
duoc nhan on toan xa:

* Nguoi tin hitu cf?m thiét phai sépg trong tinh trang an sung,
it ra 1a khi hoan tat nhiing viéc can lam dé dugc on toan xa.

* Kém theo v6i viée phai séng trong tinh trang an sing,
nguoi tin hitu phai:
- C6 tam hon khong dinh bén véi i 181, ké ca toi nhe;
- bi xung t0i;
- Ruéc 18 (t6t nhat 1a khi tham du Thanh 18);

- Cau nguyen theo ¥ chi ciia Dirc Thanh Cha.
D1eu kién nay c6 thé duoc hoan toan dap tng
bang viéc doc mot Kinh Lay Cha va mét Kinh
Kinh Mung; tuy nhién tin hitru c6 sy chon lya
doc mot kinh nao khac tuy theo long dao duc
c4 nhan, mién 1a véi y chi trén. (Sach An Xa,
qui dinh 20§5).

- That thich hop nhung khong nhét thiét phai
di xung t0i, rudc 1& va cau theo ¥ chi ctia Dt
Thanh Cha dién ra trong cung mot ngdy vai
viéc thye thi viéc lam de duoc on toan xa.
Mot lan xung toi 1a du dé nhan dugc vai on
toan xa (m01 on toan xa mot ngay) nhung
phai ruge le va cau theo y chi ctia Dirc Thanh
Cha mbi lan dé dugc on toan xa.

(sé con ttep)

What You Want To Know About The Extraordinary Jubilee Year Of Mercy

(continued)

What Are the Conditions to Gain Indulgences in the
Holy Year of Mercy?

According to the Compendium of Catechism of the Catholic
Church, “Indulgences are the remission before God of the
temporal punishment due to sins whose guilt has already
been forgiven. The faithful Christian who is duly disposed
gains the indulgence under prescribed conditions for either
himself/herself or the departed. Indulgences are granted
through the ministry of the Church which, as the dispenser
of the grace of redemption, distributes the treasury of the
merits of Christ and the Saints” (n. 312).

So, indulgences can always be applied either to oneself or
to the souls of the deceased, but they cannot be applied to
other persons living on earth. A plenary indulgence can be
acquired only once in the course of a day; a partial
indulgence can be acquired multiple times (Manual of
Indulgences, norm 18§1)

Here are the normal conditions for receiving a plenary
indulgence:

* It is necessary that the faithful be in the state of grace at
least at the time the indulgenced work is completed.

* In order to obtain a plenary indulgence, the faithful must,

in addition to being in the state of grace:

- have the interior disposition of complete detachment from
sin, even venial sin;

- have sacramentally confessed their sins;

- receive the Holy Eucharist (it is certainly better to receive
it while participating in Holy Mass, but for the indulgence
only Holy Communion is required); and

- pray for the intentions of the Supreme Pontiff. The
condition of praying for the intention of Holy Father is fully
satisfied by reciting Our Father and one Hail Mary;
nevertheless, one has the option of reciting any other prayer
according to individual piety and devotion, if recited for
this intention. (Manual of Indulgences, norm 20§5)

- It is appropriate, but not necessary, that the sacramental
Confession and especially Holy Communion and the prayer
for the Pope’s intentions take place on the same day that the
indulgenced work is performed; but it is sufficient that these
sacred rites and prayers be carried out within several days
(about 20) before or after the indulgenced act. One
sacramental Confession suffices for several plenary
indulgences, but a separate Holy Communion and a separate
prayer for the Holy Father’s intentions are required for each
plenary indulgence.

(to be continued)

Website ciia Gido xif véi nhi¢u tin titc va thong tin can thiét:

http://www.dmhcg.org
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Rao Hon Phoi - Rao lan II

Anh Tre‘in~ Hoang Huy, con dng Tran Minh Ban va
ba Nguyen Thi Khuyén, sé két hon véi chi Lam

Poc Kinh Ton Vwong
Chiia Nhat Ngay 10/1/2016 - 7:00 PM

7
0‘0

Giso Khu1 O/B Lé Trung Thuoc 972-989-9307 Hoang Ngoc Loan, con 6ng Lam Pinh Nghi va ba
2413 Richland Dr., Garland, TX 75044 Vi Thi Huong vao thu Bay ngay 30/1/2016
Giao Khu 10 Ong Tran Vian Ho 214-597-7466 Ai biét doi nay c6 ngén tro xin cho cha
2314 Valley Creek Dr., Garland, TX 75040 chanh xir biét.
Bao Cao Tai Chanh

Chiia Nhat Ngay 3/1/2016

Quy Nha Binh An (Columbarium Fund)

Quy Piéu Hanh Gido Xir (Operating Fund) Ngiin S6 Tén Sé Tién
Tién Thau Trong Cac Thanh L&: $23,367.00 0161 Vii Phugng Tram (Tén & Hinh) $500.00
Tién Quéang Cao: $95.00 0376 Nguyén Vin Quyét $100.00
Méi Gia Nhap Gido X (SDB 2697): $50.00 0229 Pham Thi Dém (Bang Tén) $250.00
Ctru Tro Bao Lut ¢ Dallas: $5,356.00 0568 Nguyén Thi Thudc $100.00

0598 Vil Ngoc Phuong $2,695.00

Quy Trung Tam Gido Duc (Parish Center with Parking Lot Fund)

SDB Tén So Tién SDB Tén S6 Tién
0013 An Danh $50.00 1398 Nguyén Thi Ghi $5.00
0069 Tran Thi To $10.00 1400 Nguyén Trong Tt $5.00
0247 Nguyén Vii Kim Thay $1,800.00 1446 Nguyén Cao Hién $5.00
0250 Nguyén Cong Tam $4.00 1687 Lé Hitu Anh Qubc $20.00
0370 Phung Téan Thinh $5.00 1728 Caron Le Therese $5.00
0423 Tran Ngoc Oanh $200.00 1795 V& Bé Vinh $20.00
0488 Ngd Xuan Nghia $40.00 1830 Nguyén Huy Dic $20.00
0513 Tran Hitu Thanh $100.00 1945 Ping Anh Tuin $10.00
0714 Mai Ngoc Phuong $20.00 2054 Lé Thi Hoa $25.00
0770 Nguyén Purc Vinh $10.00 2101 Lé Trung Thugc $4.00
0820 Nguyén Thanh Van $5.00 2127 Nguyén Vii Brandon $20.00
0839 Nguyén Thanh My $100.00 2161 Nguyén Khic Diing $2.00
0881 Nguyén Thi Tinh $20.00 2208 Nguyén Hoang Long $5.00
0968 Nguyén Vin Han $5.00 2247 Nguyén Ngoc Thuan $5.00
0977 Nguyén Qudc Tuin $10.00 2263 Nguyén Vi $10.00
0980 Nguyén Quang Vinh $20.00 2288 Lé Anh Ton $2.00
1035 Pham Thi Kim Dung $9.00 2367 Lé Lanh Matthew $5.00
1112 Bui Van Téi $20.00 2396 Luong Mong Lan Nuong $10.00
1154 Lé Minh Phiic $20.00 2471 Duong Chi Nhan $5.00
1194 Diép Van Hung $10.00 2494 Thomas Hunt $50.00
1201 Nguyén Vin Hung $20.00 2510 Nguyén Thi Cam Thiy $50.00
1222 Lé Huy Phan $20.00 2560 Tran Thoa $20.00
1247 Huynh Thu Liéu $5.00 2600 Nguyén Puc Tué $10.00
1301 Hong Tuan $9.00 2648 Pham Tuong Long $20.00
1330 Hoang Nguyén Thj $5.00 Lé Thi Thanh $200.00

Website ciia Gido xif véi nhi¢u tin titc va thong tin can thiét: http://www.dmhcg.org
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CHUC MUNG TAN HON
Cong doan dan Chiia gido xtt Puc Me Hang Ctru Gitp

than 4i chiic mirng nhan 1& thanh hon
vao ngay thir bay 9/1/2016 cta doi tan hon:

Charles Albert Gillum
&
Noyayén Nyoe Ngan

Nguyén xin Thién Chtia va Pttc Me¢ ban cho anh chi
song trong yéu thuong va hanh phuc sudt doi.

PHAN UU

Cong doan dan Chua Gido Xu Diic Me Hang Ci Gitp
xin chan thanh phan uvu cung tang quyén
trudce su ra di cua:
Cu Anton Hoang Van Minh
Sinh ngay 12/6/1922 Ta thé ngay 4/1/2016
Hudng tho 94 tudi

Trong niém tin vao Chua Giésu Phuc Sinh, cong doan nguyén
xin Thién Chua sém dua linh hon Ant6n vé Thién Dang cting

ban niém an Ui va cdy trong cho tang quyén.

TUAN 87 (Tuin 12 — Tan Uérc)
THU ROMA (chuwong 12-16)

YEU THUONG LA CHU TOAN LE LUAT

“Anh em dimg méc ng gi ai ngodi moén ng twong
than tuong 4i” (Rm 13,8) vi tat ca moi 1& luat déu quy
vé diéu ran yéu thuong. Chinh vi thé, duc 4i phai la soi
chi d6 xuyén sudt doi séng Kitd hitu, va 1 linh hon cua
moi viéc tong do.

Tinh yéu d6 trudc hét phai dugc thé hién ngay trong
doi séng cong doan : “Ciing nhu trong mot than thé,
chung ta ¢ nhiéu bd phan, ma cac bd phan khong co
cing mot chire nang, thi chung ta ciing vy, tuy nhiéu
nhung chi 1 mot than thé trong Pirc Kit6™ (13,4-5). Da
1a nhiing chi thé trong cling mot thin minh thi phai lién
déi v6i nhau méi lam cho than thé duge manh mé, va
ban than minh ciling dugc hanh phuc.

Ngoai ra, tinh yéu d6 con dugc thé hién trong twong
quan voi moi ngudi, ké ca nhitng ké thu dich : “Hay
chuc lanh cho nhitng ngudi bt bé anh em, chuc lanh
chtr dimg nguyén rua. .. ding iy ac bao ac... Hiy lam
tat ca nhirng gi anh em c6 thé lam duoc dé séng hoa
thuén véi moi ngudi... Pimg dé cho su 4c thing dugc
minh, nhung hay 13y thién ma thing 4c” (13,14-18).

Théanh Phaold nhdn manh, “Long bac ai khong dugc
gia hinh, gid bd” (13,9). Long bac ai chan that dugc

biéu 16 qua sy khiém tén, “Hiy dong tim nhat tri voi
nhau, dung tu cao tu dai, nhung ham thich nhiing gi
hén mon. Anh em dung cho minh la khén ngoan”
(13,16), “Pung di qua muc khi danh gid minh nhung
hdy danh gia minh cho ding mirc, mdi nguoi tuy theo
luong dtrc tin Thién Chua da phan phat cho” (13,3).
Nguoi sdng dic i chan that cling khong voi va xét
doan nguoi khac : “Ban la ai ma xét doan nguoi nha
cua ké khac? N6 ding hay n6 nga, do la viéc cua chu
n6. Nhung noé s€ dung vi Chta c6 kha nang lam cho né
dung” (14,4). Pang xét xtr ta chinh 1a Chuta, va mdi
ngudi déu phai ra trude tod Chia dé tra 10i vé chinh
minh trude mat Chaa. Vi thé, thay vi xét doan ngudi
khac, hay tap dat minh ddi dién v6i su xét xir ctia Thién
Chua. Chinh thai d§ nay s€ gitp ta nhan di¢n nhiing
1am 168i ctia ban than, nho d6 biét khiém tén véi tha
nhan, va tranh dugc nhitng hanh vi kiéu cang ty man.
Cubi cung, ngudi song dirc 4i chan that 1a nguoi
khong chiéu theo s thich ctia ca nhan minh, nhung
phai quan tdm dén loi ich cta ngudi khac va tim cach
nang d& ho khi can thiét : “Bon phan cua ching ta,
nhitng nguoi ¢6 dac tin virng manh, 1a phai nang do
nhirng nguoi yéu dudi, khong cé dire tin vitng manh,
cht khong phai chiéu theo s thich cia minh” (15,1).

Website ciia Gido xif véi nhi¢u tin titc va thong tin can thiét:
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Daily Reading & Meditation
“Baptized with the Holy Spirit and fire”

Scripture: Luke 3:15-16, 21-22

As the people were filled with expectation, and all
were questioning in their hearts concerning John,
whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of
them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who
is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to
untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. Now when all the people were
baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and
was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved;
with you I am well pleased.”

Meditation: Do you want to be on fire for God? John
the Baptist said that the Messiah would “baptize with the
Holy Spirit and with fire.” Fire in biblical times was
associated with God and with his action in the world and
in the lives of his people. God sometimes manifested his
presence by use of fire, such as the burning bush which
was not consumed when God spoke to Moses (Exodus
3:2). The image of fire was also used to symbolize God’s
glory (Ezekiel 1:4, 13), his protective presence (2 Kings
6:17), his holiness (Deuteronomy 4:24), righteous
judgment (Zechariah 13:9), and his wrath against sin
(Isaiah 66:15-16). It is also used of the Holy Spirit
(Matthew 3:11 and Acts 2:3). God’s fire both purifies
and cleanses, and it inspires a reverent fear of God and
of his word in us.

Jesus will baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire

Jesus came to give us the fire of his Spirit that we
may radiate the joy and truth of the Gospel to a world in
desperate need of God’s light and truth. His word has
power to change and transform our lives that we may be
lights pointing others to Christ. Like John the Baptist,
we too are called to give testimony to the light and truth
of Jesus Christ. Do you want the Lord’s power, grace,
and love to burn brightly in your life? Ask him to fill you
with his Holy Spirit.

John preached a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins (Luke 3:3). Why did Jesus, the
Sinless One, submit himself to John’s baptism? In this
humble submission we see a foreshadowing of the
“baptism” of his bloody death upon the cross. Jesus’

baptism is the acceptance and the beginning of his
mission as God’s suffering Servant. He allowed himself
to be numbered among sinners. Jesus submitted himself
entirely to his Father’s will. Out of love he consented to
this baptism of death for the remission of our sins. Do
you know the joy of trust and submission to God?

Jesus’ baptism - beginning of a new creation

The Father proclaimed his entire delight in his Son
and spoke audibly for all to hear. The Holy Spirit, too,
was present as he anointed Jesus for his ministry which
began that day as he rose from the waters of the Jordan
river. Jesus will be the source of the Spirit for all who
come to believe in him. At his baptism the heavens were
opened and the waters were sanctified by the descent of
Jesus and the Holy Spirit, signifying the beginning of a
new creation.

Heaven will open for those who bow before the
Lord

How can we enter into the mystery of Jesus” humble
self-abasement and baptism? Gregory of Nazianzus
(329-389 AD), an early church father tells us: “Let us be
buried with Christ by Baptism to rise with him; let us go
down with him to be raised with him; and let us rise with
him to be glorified with him.” Do you want to see your
life transformed? And do you want to become a more
effective instrument of the Gospel? Examine Jesus’
humility and ask the Holy Spirit to forge this same
attitude in your heart. As you do, heaven will open for
you as well.

The Lord Jesus is ever ready to renew and refashion
us through his Spirit and to anoint us for mission as his
ambassadors. We are called to be “light” and “salt” to
those around us. The Lord wants his love and truth to
shine through us that others may see the goodness and
truth of God’s message of salvation. Ask the Lord Jesus
to fill you with his Holy Spirit that you may radiate the
joy of the Gospel to those around you.

“Lord Jesus, fill me with your Holy Spirit and inflame
my heart with the joy of the Gospel. May I find joy in
seeking to please you just as you found joy in seeking to
please your Father.”

[Daily Scripture Readings & Meditations]
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