Health Care Reform Signals Job Growth

Health Care Reform Jobs

Health Care Reform Signals Job Growth

Health Care Reform Jobs


Start preparing now for career opportunities created by the historic bill.

By Tony Moton

The historic Health Care Reform Act is expected to greatly increase the number of people who are covered by health insurance over the next decade.

According to a report released by the Congressional Budget Office, as a result of the bill, some 32 million more non-elderly people will have health insurance by 2019.

With so many newly insured people, the need for health services should grow significantly. And more demand for health services means more demand for trained health professionals.

In a field currently considered one of the best industries for job growth, this measure can only make it that much better.

You can start training now for a career in one of these growing - and well paying - health-care fields:

Career #1 - Registered Nurse
The need for registered nurses (RNs), already considered one of today's fastest growing careers, is likely to increase even more as a result of health care reform. 

The Education: Registered nurses generally have three educational avenues to get into the field – a bachelor's degree, an associate's degree, or a diploma from an approved nursing program. A national licensing exam must be taken before receiving a nursing license.

The Training: RNs typically start out as staff nurses in hospitals. Clinical experience in hospital departments such as surgery and maternity provide valuable opportunities for advancement.

Salary: $65,130*

Find RN training programs in your area now.
Career #2 - Medical/Health Services Manager
Health care, indeed, is a business, and it's one that needs capable management to operate effectively. Managers plan and coordinate the delivery of medical services.

The Education: A bachelor's degree is capable of opening doors to smaller facilities, which might be most affected by health care reform. A master's degree in majors such as health services administration, public health, and business administration can help open the door to larger facilities and departments.

The Training: RNs with administrative abilities can use their experiences as training for nursing service administrators.

Salary: $88,750

Find Health Care degree programs now.
Career #3 - Nurse Practitioner
The increased number of patients who will be able to receive medical care is also likely to boost the need for RNs with advanced training. Nurse practitioners often provide some of the same services as primary-care physicians.

The Education: RNs can obtain a master's degree or a doctoral degree and earn licensure in the state where they practice. 

The Training: Nurse practitioners (NPs) with RN experience are trained to work independently or in collaboration with primary care physicians. They often specialize in specific areas of health care, including pediatrics and gerontology.

Salary: $84,250**

Find Nursing master's degree programs.
Career #4 - Massage Therapist
Health care reform is expected to increase an emphasis on preventative medicine, and massage therapists provide a service that promotes general wellness.

The Education: Massage therapy programs vary and are governed on the state or local level. Private and college programs are available, which include the study of anatomy, physiology, and hands-on massage techniques (known as modalities).

The Training: Education programs might require up to 500 hours of study or more to complete. A student then must pass a state or national exam to practice as a massage therapist.

Salary: $39,850

Find a Massage Therapy training program near you.
Career #5 - Counselors
Health care reform provides expanded coverage for those afflicted with substance abuse or mental health ailments, such as bipolar disorder or major depression. The need for psychologists and mental health counselors should increase with the growing number of people who receive insurance coverage.

The Education: A master's degree and state certification are generally required for practice as an addiction counselor or marriage and family therapist (MFT). People with a bachelor's degree in psychology can find opportunities to work as psychological assistants or to work in research or community mental health centers.

The Training: Clinical experience with patients is usually required for certification after educational requirements have been satisfied. 

Salary: $37,030 (Substance and behavioral counselors) and $44,590 (Marriage and family therapists) 

Search for Psychology and Counseling programs now.
*Annual average salary information provided by the U.S. Department of Labor except where noted.
**Annual salary information provided by the American Academy of Nurse Practitioners
