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St. Lucia (k. 304) | Ngay 13/12

khi mudn tim hiéu vé vi thanh quan thdy ctia minh.

Chi c6 mot chi tiét vé Thanh Lucia con sét lai dén

ngay nay, d6 1a ngudi cau hon véi thanh nit vi bi tir
chéi nén da t6 cao nguoi 1a Kitd Hitu, do d6 nguoi bi xir tir &
Syracuse thudc Sicily vao nam 304.

C ac thiéu nit co tén thanh 1a Lucia chac phai that vong

Ciing d& dé hiéu nhitng khé khan cta mot thiéu nir
Kitd6 Gigo khi phai chién d4u trong mét xa hoi tran
tuc nhu ¢ Sicily vao nam 300. Ciling tuong tu nhu xa
hoi ngay nay, nhiéu théi tuc ctia xa hoi di ngin can
chung ta séng xtng déng 1a nguoi theo Pirc Kitd.
Céc ban bé cua Lucia c6 18 ciing ngac nhién vé Pang
ma Lucia yéu quy, Lucia tin tuéng rang chinh Chua
Giésu da song lai tir ¢di chét. Thién Chua dd minh
chting tat ca nhirg gi Ngudi ndi va hanh dong. Bé
lam ching cho duc tin 4y, thanh nir d thé giir
minh dong trinh.
That 1a mot didu khoi hai déi véi cac ban
ngoai giao cia thanh ni! Giit minh trinh
khiét trudc khi thanh hén 1a mot Iy
tuong cd hu cia ngudi Roma, it ngudi
con giit nhung khong ai két an 1y tuong
4y. Tuy nhién, ngay ca co ta khong mubn
két hon thi didu d6 that qua dang. Chéc co
ta phai co diéu gi x4u xa can gidu diém,
nhu miéng ludi thé gian thuong don dai?
Chéc chan Thanh Lucia di nghe biét vé
nhan dirc anh hung cta cac vi dong trinh tir
dao. Nguoi muén trung thanh véi tdm
guong cua cac ding 4y, ciing nhu theo
guong ciia ngudi thg moc, 1a Ping ma
nguoi tin la Con Thién Chua.
nguoitinhuu.org

SAINT LUCY

Shay fov us!

irls whose saint name was Lucia must have been
G disappointed when they tried to learn about their
patron saint. The only detail that has survived to this
day is that her suitor, after being rejected, denounced

her as a Christian, and she was executed in Syracuse,
Sicily, in 304.

It is easy to understand the difficulties that a
young Christian girl had to contend with in a
secular society like Sicily in 300. Like
today, many of the customs of society
prevent us from living a life worthy
of Christ.

Lucia’s friends were probably
surprised by the One she loved. Lucia
believed that Jesus had risen from the

dead. God had vindicated all that He
said and did. To testify to her faith,
she took a vow of virginity.

What a joke to her pagan friends!
Premarital virginity was an old
Roman ideal, few still held, but no
one condemned it. Yet, even if she
did not want to marry, it was too
much. Surely, she had something
bad to hide, as the world often
said?

Surely St. Lucia had heard of the
heroic virtues of the virgin martyrs.
She wanted to be faithful to their
example, as well as to the example
of the carpenter, whom she
believed to be the Son of God.
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SUMANG CUA CONG DOAN TiN HUU GX BUC ME HANG CUU GIUP

4 Loan b‘éo Tin Mimg ctia Chﬁa}G‘iésu Kit6 Cira Thé trong
tinh than yéu thirong, hiép nhat, va khiém nhwong phuc vu.

4+ Bao t?)n va thing tién cac gia tri vin héa Viét Nam trong
doi song dire tin cua ngudi Cong gido Viét Nam Hai ngoai,

dic biét quan tAm dén thé hé tre.

MISSION OF MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP PARISH COMMUNITY
4 Proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ the Savior in a
") spirit of love, unity, and humble service.

\ A >/ ¥ Preserve and promote Vietnamese cultural values in the
== faith life of Vietnamese Catholics, paying special attention

: ; to the younger generations.

Chau Luot

Adoration (Eng) 7:45 PM - 8:15 PM
THU SAU HANG TUAN
Chau Thénh Thé
THU SAU TUAN 1 & 2 TRONG THANG

= Thi Béy: 30 phit trwée Thénh Lé chigu

+ Rira t6i tré em vao thir Bay tuan thi 2 Iic 2:30 PM tai nha tho
« Trudc khi rira t6i, cha me phai nép don va ddng Ié phi tai van phong
Gido xut trude thir Tu tuan thi 2
Lép Gido Ly Du Tong - Du Bi Hon Nhan

« Xin lién lac v6i Van phong Gido xtr

-

Pam Tang
6:30 PM - 7 PM

7:30 AM - 6:30 PM

LGP HOC CHUA NHAT
€9 Gido Ly 11:00 - 12:00 = Viét Ngir 14:00 - 15:00

Théanh L& 12:15 EATNTT  1515-16:15
CHANH XU
Lm Phanxico Assisi Dang Phudc Hoa, cssR
PHO XU
Lm Giuse Dinh Td,cssR ~ (469) 797-8070
(

Lm Martin Nguyén Cat, cssr (346) 490-9800
PHO TE

Vincent Dam Hiru Thu ~ (972) 523-0037

Giuse Pham Hao (816) 258-1475

VAN PHONG GIAO XU |

Pham Tén (972) 4147073
HOI DONG MUC VU

Chu Difc Thinh (214) 454-6643
HOI DONG TAI CHANH

Tran Anh Kim (214) 606-1956
HOI DPONG THUONG VU

Nguyén Jason Chinh (214) 924-8359

KHOI PHUNG VU

Nguyén HiuDao  (763) 227-0602
BAN THU'A TAC VU RUGC LE

Nguyén Thong ~(972) 977-5037
BAN THUA TAC VU SACH THANH

Nguyén fmh Linh (214) 4541753
BAN GIUP LE

Nguyén Ngoc Hiéu (214) 2353523
CA DOAN

Thanh Linh (214) 289-9581

Trinh Vuong (469) 556-9479

Augustine (971) 227-6235

Fiat (214) 529-5698

Thiéu Nhi (214) 207-8548

Gioan Vianney (469) 583-2788

KHOI GIA BINH
DU’ BI HON NHAN & PAI DIEN TOA AN HON PHOI
Lé Van T6i (972) 422-0331

CT THANG TIEN HON NHAN GIA DINH

(469) 328-4702
KHOI G1A0 DUC

Nguyén Ly

Lm Giuse Dinh Thanh Td  (469) 797-8070
BAN GIAO LY
Sr. Nguyén Mai Grace, CMR  (417) 425-5160
BAN VIET NGUY
Phan Thanh (214) 603-7674
HOI PHU HUYNH
D0 Trong Nghia (214) 695-5428
DOAN THIEU NHI THANH THE
Phan Hoang Thien Tri  (512) 586-6710
BAN GIAO LY DU TONG
Phé Té Dam Hiru Thu (972) 523-0037
CAC HOI DOAN
DOAN LIEN MINH THANH TAM i
Lé Hiru Khanh ) (469) 732-7248 |
| HOI CAC BA ME CONG GIAO
D6 Thi Minh Tam (214) 326-5058
HOI DAO BINH BUCT ME
Dao Vi Thu Huong (469) 525-8044
HOI BUC ME HANG CUU GIUP
Vi Kim Oanh (469) 831-4848
DOAN THANH NIEN PHANXICO ASSISI
Nguyén Quang Anh (214) 952-4082
i MUC VU GIOI TRE
Trén Linda (903) 975-3678
NHOM NGUON SONG
NguyenTri (214) 406-3475
NHOM LAM DEP NHA CHUA :
Dao Huy Lam (469) 396-2321
NHOM BAO TRi TT AN PHONG i
Nguyén Véan Minh (469) 314-6236

Van Phong Giao Xu / Parish Office
Thir Hai - Sau, Chua Nhat: 9AM - 2PM; Thi Bay: Dong clia

. GK 2: Pham Huy Thé

. GK 3: Nguyén Ngoc Minh
. GK 4: Nguyén Binh

. GK 5: Ngo Sudt

. GK 6: Nguyén Ngoc Thuy
. GK 7: Nguyén Hung

. GK 8: Nguyén Dirc Minh

. GK 9: Ngd Hoang Chi

. GK 10: Ngd Thi Binh

. GK 11: L& Tan Diing

+ Can lam ho so Han Phai tai Gido x it nhat sau thang trude ngay cudi

THANH LE TRONG TUAN Gidi Toi
CHUA NHAT « Thit Hai
% Lé Chieu Thi Bay *5PM, 7 PM (Eng) Chia Nhat khéng c6 Giai toi
% L& (Lé Gia Dinh) 7 AM Rira Téi
% L& Il (L& Thanh Nién) 9 AM
% L& Il (L& Thigu Nhi) 12:15PM
% L&V (L& Gia Dinh) 5PM
THU HAI - THU SAU
Thénh Lé 7AM &7 PM
THU BAY g
Khan Dic Me HCG 5:30 PM Han Phoi
Thénh L& 8 AM, *5 PM & 7 PM - car
THU NAM TUAN 1 & 2 TRONG THANG Xire Dau

» NEu can xirc dau khan cap xin goi (469) 797-8070 / (214) 924-8359

- Khi ¢6 ngudi qua dai, xin lién lac VP Gido xi hoac (469) 797-8070

. (972) 414-7073

BAN TRAT TV
Nguyén John Ph (469) 360-5880
BAN AN NINH
Nguyén Chi Diing (469) 544-6506
Phan Johnny (469) 996-5933
Nguyén Phong Allan  (214) 727-8107
SAFE ENVIRONMENT OFFICER
Tran T T Nga (972) 8907917
Ngb6 Hoang Chi (972) 693-8649
Nguyén Ngoc Hiéu (214) 235-3523
NHOM BAC Al
Trinh Df_ém Phudc (972) 489-1171
HOI HIEP Si COLUMBUS
‘Pham Anh (469) 774-4319
HOI QUAN GIAO XU
Nguyén Tién Dat (972) 414-4672
NHA BiNH AN (NHA COT)
Véan Phong Gido Xt (972) 414-7073
. DAIDIEN BAO TRQ ON GOI
. Nguyén Huy Phong (214) 727-8107
CAC GIAO KHU

GK 1: Nguyén Van Minh (469) 314-6236
(214) 603-2330
(469) 274-5400
(469) 878-0510
(972) 644-5790
(214) 478-7575
(972) 559-0081
(972) 768-0787
(972) 693-8649
(214) 315-5351
(214) 299-9165
GK 12: Nguyén Ky Son (972) 679-7339
@ www.dmhcg.org @ dmhcggarland@gmail.com
@ www.facebook.com/MotherofPerpetualHelpParish
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TUAN PHUNG VU

Chda Nhat Il Mua Vong Nam A

Thi Hai, Blrc Maria V6 Nhiém Nguyén Toi, Lé Trong
Thit Ba, Thanh Gioan Diégé (n)

Thit Tu, Blrc Me Loréto, (n)

Thi Nam, Thanh bamasé |, gido hoang (n)

Thi Sdu, Dic Me Guadalupé, Lé Kinh (USA)

13 Thi Bay, Thanh Lucia, trinh ni, t&r dao (N)

14 Chda Nhat Ill Mua Vong Nam A

e Ghi chi: (n) L& nhd khong budc; (N) Lé nhé budc

12 2025

07
08
09
10
n

12

" J

—— ‘Doc ‘Kinb Ton Vuong

Chua Nhat 7/12/2025 @7PM

GK3  BaKim Hunt  469-816-7481
8 Vigilant Dr, Garland, TX 75040
|
- DONG GOP CHO GIAO XU _
ONLINE / :
PARISH ONLINE \ £
DONATION

- Gido xir da bt diu nhan déng gép béng thé tin dung (Credit Card)
* hoiic thé ATM (Debit Card) qua trang mang cua Gido xi.
Vi cach dong gop nay, Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em ¢6 thém mét cich
thirc nira dé déng gop tién ro, tién thau dot 2 cho Gido Phin
Dallas, va trong twong lai ¢6 cic muc khac dugc dé dang cho moi
nguoi va thudn tién hon cho nhimg ai muén déng gép ma khong
thé gdi qua buu dién hodic mang bi tho dén nha tho duoc vi
bai dich COVID-19.

vao sb tién déng goép (Donation Amount), va danh vao Sé Danh
- B0 va So Dién Thoai (S6 Danh B9 thi tot hon) dé Hoi dong Tai
chanh cé thé cung cdp gidy xdc nhin cho moi ngudi trong viéc
* khai thué sau nay.

............................................................................................................................................................................................................

Bé dong gop online, xin vao trang mang cua Gido xir dmhcg.org, -
sau d6 bam vao muc “Donation — Dong gop online”, ké ticp danh -

KHOA THANG TIEN HON NHAN

Pé gitip cho cac gia dinh trong Giao Xu
song thém vui tudi va phan khéi trong

ddsi song gia dinh Cong Giao, Chuong

Trinh Thang Tién Hon Nhan sé c6 Khoa
Thang Tién Hon Nhan té chic vao cac ngay:

+ THUSAU19/12/2025 | 5:30-10PM
+ THUBAY 20/12/2025 | 7:30 AM-10 PM
+ CHUA NHAT 21/12/2025 | 7:30 AM -6 PM
TAI: GIAO XU THANH TAM CHUA GIESU
2121 N. DENTON DR, CARROLLTON, TX 75006
Ban xin tham du cé tai Nha Thd va Van Phong Gia

Lién lac: Cha Anthony Nguyén Quéc Diing
Email: anthonyO4nguyen@yahoo.com

.

J

Alleluia! Hay don duwong Chua, hay sira dwong Chia cho
ngay thang, va moi nguoi sé thay on ciru do cua Thién Chia. !

PA 2 Lc 3, 0
4 \ " K 5 [/ @"‘-‘_ " ‘ a {
‘s N\ A <\ 32 AV pad SN

il Yo 1= WAV /TEINNANZ 2>

Difc C6 Hong y Phanxico Xavié

Nguyén Van Thuan

3 Puong Hy Vong

Road of Hope

“Lam mot cudc cach mang: dirng dem doi nguoi cong gido xa lia moi
truong, d€ quay quan quanh céc viéc thiéng liéng.
Day ngudi cong gido mang niém hy vong clia minh xam nhap moi
trudng”.

(Pudng Hy Vong, s6 970 — TGM FX Nguyén Vin Thudn)

(. /

www.dmhcg.org | www.facebook.com/MotherofPerpetualHelpParish | dmhcggarland@gmail.com



Chda Nhat Il Mua Vong [A] t 07/12/2025

WHEONG ClAG

0&A: Thua Cha, tai sao bén Cong Gido vao mua Noel lgi trung bay céy théng Noel va
né cé y nghia gi?

rich doan van theo Téng Giao Phan Ha Noi nhu sau: Theo
T truyén thuyét, ngay tir 2000 dén 1200 truée Cong nguyén di co

tuc 1¢ trung bay cay thong épicéa vao ngay 24 thang 12, boi vi
nguoi ta xem nhu ngay nay la ngay tai sinh ctia Mat troi. Trude day,
ngudi Dong Au (Celtes) dung lich theo chu ki Mt tring. Mdi thang
ctia nam déu lién két voi mot loai cdy. Ngay 24 thang 12 nhim tiét
Dong chi duoc dat tén 1a ting bach (épicéa). Dé 1am 18 cho ngay
Dong chi, mdt cay xanh tuong trung cho su séng dwoc trang tri boi
trai, hoa va lia mi. Nam 354, Gido hoi Cong gido dinh 1& Gidng
Sinh dugc cir hanh ngay 25 thang 12. Theo dong thoi thoi gian cay
Noel c6 mt lich sir hinh thanh va dén nay no da tro thanh than quen
mdi dip Giang Sinh vé.
Nguoi ta ké lai rang: thanh dan si Boniface (sinh nim 680) da pha
tuc tho cay coi. N gai thuyét phuc cac dao si ngudi Plc & ving
Gelsmar 1a cay soi khong phal la cay thiéng. Ngai cho ha mot cay
s0i. Khi dén cdy, sdi 1an xubng triét ha cac cay moc trén trién ddc,
chi trir cdy thong. Thanh Boniface coi d6 1a diém la, nén da thuyét
giang rang: “Ké tir nay, ta dat tén cho cay thong 1a ciy Chuia Hai
DPdng”. Tir d6, ngudi ta trong cdy thong trén khap nudc Pirc dé
mumg 1& Giang Sinh. Dén thé ky thir XI, cay Noel dugc trang hoang
bang nhirng trai pomme do6, trong trung cho cdy thién dang. Trén do6
nguoi ta treo trai pomme ctia ba Eva. Tir thé ky tht XII, cay sapin
duoc xuét hién tai Au Chau, vung Alsace. Nguoi ta goi “Cay Noel”
14n dau tién tai Alsace vao nam 1521.

Thé ky thtr XIV, ngudi ta trang tri cdy thong bang nhiing trai
pomme cua ba Eva, keo va banh. Ciing vao thoi ki do, mdt ngdi sao
trén dinh cdy tuong trung cho ngdi sao Bethleem bét dau dugc phd
bién. Nam 1560 nhitng nguoi theo dao Tin Lanh phat trén truyén
thong ciy Noel.

Thé ky XII va XIII, cac cdy sapin chiéu sang dau tién xuat hién.
Ngudi ta ding nhitng vé trai hd dao (noix) dung day dau, trén mat
dé tim dén, hay dén sap mém, cot quanh cay théng. Nam 1738,
Marie Leszcynska, vo vua Louis XV nudc Phép, da trang hoang
mot cay Noel trong 1au dai Versailles. Tai Alsace- Lorraine nguori ta
thdy cang ngay cang nhiéu cdy sapin, noi dau tién co truyén thong
nay. Cac nuéc Thuy Dién, Pan Mach, Na Uy thuong trang hoang
nha cira ciy xanh nhan dip nim méi dé xua dudi ma quy. Ho con
dung cay cho chim tra ngu trong mua Giang Sinh.

Nim 1837, ba cong tude Orléans, Héléne de Mecklembourg, gbe
ngudi Pirc cho nguoi trang hoang mot cdy sapin tai dién Tuileries.
Lam 1& Giang Sinh quanh mét cai cy, biéu twong cho cay trén Thién
Pang va du loai keo da trd thanh mot truyén théng nhanh chong bén
Dtrc. Phai chd dén gin mot thé ky dé truyén théng d6 dén moi gia dinh
ngudi Phap, nhit 14 sau chién tranh 1870, c6 hang ngan gia dinh nguoi

Alsace-Lorraine di cu qua Phap. Chinh nho thoi ki d6 ma ca nudc
Phap thu nhap truyén thong nay. Pau thé ky thir 19, Cay Noel duoc
nhap vao nudc Anh tir tir va rat duoc tan thuong, nho ong hoang
Albert, chdng ciia Nir hoang Victoria. Vao thoi do, nguoi ta goi
cay Noel la cay Victorian Tree. Cay Victorian Tree dugc trang tri
bang dén séap, keo cung cac thir banh treo & canh cdy bang day gidy
du mau. Cay Noel dugc thinh hanh nhét vao thé ki thtr 19. Cay

Noel ciing dugc nhitng nuéc Ao, Thuy Sy, Phan Lan, Hoa Lan tan
thudng trong thoi ki nay. Hién nay khap noi trén the gidi déu to
chirc 18 Giang Sinh va chung cy Noel.

Twong truyén vé thanh Boniface ké ring, mot hom trén duong hanh
huong, Ngai tinh cd bit gap mot nhom nhiing ké ngoai dao sing bai
dang tap trung xunh quanh mét cay soi 16n, dung mot dua tré dé té
than. Pé dimg budi té than va ctru dira tré, thanh nhan ha guc cay
s0i chi béng mot qua mot qua d4am! Tai noi d6 da moc 1én mot cay
thong nho. Vi thanh noi voi nhitng ké ngoai dao rang cay thong nho
1a cay cua sy sdng va né tugng trung cho cudce sdng vinh hang cia
Chiia Ciru Thé.

Ngudn gbe thuc ciia cay Noel ¢6 thé gan lién voi nhitng vo kich
thién du(‘mg Vao thoi thuong ¢, nhitng vo kich dao dirc duoc biéu
din khap Chau Au, thong qua cac vo kich 4 ay ngum ta co thé truyén
ba cac bai Kinh Thanh. Nhimng vo kich néi vé ngudn gbc cta loai
nguoi va sy dai dot cia Adam va Eva tai vuon Eden, thuong duoc
dién vao ngay 24 thang 12 hang nam. Cay to 1a mot dao cu trong
vé kich, nhung vi cac vé kich duge dién vao mua dong, cac loai
ciy déu chua két trai nén cac dién vién phai treo cic qua tdo gia 1én
canh cy. Phong tuc cdy Noel trd nén phd bién & Dirc vao thé ki
XVI. Nguoi theo Kito gido mang cay xanh vao trong nha va trang
hoang cho chung trong dip 1& Giang Sinh.

O nhitng ving véng bong cdy xanh, moi ngudi tao ra cac dd vat
hinh chép tir gd va trang tri cho n6 cac canh cdy xanh va nén. Chiang
bao l4u sau, phong tuc ciy Noel tré nén phd bién & cac nude Chau
Au. Theo mét truyén théng cua nude My, mot cude vui to chirc
xung quanh cay Giang Sinhvao mét dém lanh 1€o & Trenton, New
Jersey trong thoi gian ndi chién da 1am thay déi cuc dién cudc chién.

Nhitng ngudi linh phe lién bang qué nhd nha, nhé nhitng ngon nén
dugc thip sang treo trén cac canh cay Thong Giang Sinh, di bo noi
gac dé an udng vui vé. Washington di tin cong va danh bai ho trong
dém d6. Cay Noel dau tién duoc dan ching & My biét dén 1a vao
nhitng ndm 1830. Khi hau hét nguoi dan My coi cdy Giang Sinh

1a mot didu ki cuc thi nhitng ngudi Pe nhap cu ¢ Pennsylvania
thudng mang cdy Giang Sinh vao cac budi biéu dién nhiam ting
thém tién quyén gop cho nha thy. Nam 1851, mot muc su nguoi
Puc dat mot cay Giang Sinh trudce ctra nha tho cua 6ng lam cho
nhitng nguoi dan xr dao ¢ d6 da bi xic pham va budc 6ng phai ha
n6 xudng. Ho cam thdy d6 1a mot phong tuc ngoai dao. Tuy nhién,
vao nhitng nam 1890, nhidu dd trang tri bit dau dwoc nhap tir Puc
vao va tir d6 tuc 18 vé cay Giang Sinh tré nén phd bién & Canada
va My. C6 mot su khac biét 1on giira cdy Giang Sinh ctia Chau Au
va Bic My. Cay cta Chau Au nho, hiém khi cao hon 1.5 mét chi
khoang 4 -5 feet trong khi cdy clia Bic My cao t6i tran nha.

Nam 1900, ctt 5 gia dinh & Bic My thi ¢6 mot gia dinh c6 cay
Giang Sinh, va hai muoi ndm sau phong tuc nay tré nén kha phd
bién. Vao nhimng nam dau thé ki XX, nguoi dan Bic My thuo‘ng
trang tri cay thong bang do trang tri do chinh tay ho lam ra. PO
trang tri truyén thong ctia nguoi Canada va nguoi My gbc Puic gdbm
¢6 qua hanh nhan, qua hach, banh hanh nhan véi nhiéu hinh dang
thti vi khac nhau. Nhiitng hat bap chién nhiéu mau sic, duoc trang tri
cung nhfrng qua phtc bon tir va cac chudi hat. Ciing vao thoi gian
nay bét dau xuat hién nhiing day den trang tri trén cay Glang Sinh,
nho n6 cay thong ruc rd hon nhiéu lan. Anh sang trang tri bang dén
dién kéo dai hon va an toan hon réat nhiéu so véi anh sang toa ra tir
nhitng ngon nén.

www.dmhcg.org | www.facebook.com/MotherofPerpetualHelpParish | dmhcggarland@gmail.com
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Méi nim khi ngay Giang Sinh téi, mot ciy Noel 1ong 13y duoc dit

tai quang truong trung tim Bentall thanh ph6 Vancouver, phia nam
British Columbia. Va dan chung tép trung xung quanh cay Noel

dau tién vira dugc dung 1én va chua dugc trang hoang 19ng 14y kia.
Roi ¢ cudi thanh phd cay thong sang bong bumng 1én véi mudn van
anh dén day mau sic, cung luc do6 doi hop xudng nha tho ca vang

bai hat ming 18 Giang Sinh. Tai ngon ddi Parliament ¢ Ottawa, mot
cay Noel ruc r¢ anh dén mau dugc dat canh ngon dudc thé ky cua
Cananda cung v6i am vi ngot ngao cua giai di¢u Giang Sinh tuyét voi
tir thap hoa binh Carillon vang dén (theo thanh nhac ngay nay s6 52).

Trong gi& doc kinh truyén tin Chtia nhét 19/12/2004, Dirc Thanh
Cha Gioan-Phaolé II da dién giai y nghia cay Noel: “Ta thuong
trung bay bén canh mang c6 mot cdy thong Glang sinh, von la
truyén thong tot dep 1au dcn nhim ngoi ca cude song Vao mua
dong rét mudt, cay thong van xanh tuoi dé néi ring cude séng
khong bao glo’ bi huy diét. Cac qua tang Giang sinh dugc bay dudi
gbc cdy. Biéu tugng nay mudn noi ring cay Giang sinh 14 cdy nhan
sinh mang hinh anh Btrc Kit6. Pay chinh 1a mén qua Thién Chua
ban cho nhén trin. Thong diép vé cay thong Giang sinh con mang
¥ nghia cudc séng xanh tuoi nhu ting vét cta tinh ban va long yéu
thuong, 14 sy twrong tro huynh dé va su tha thir, 1a sy chia sé va ling
nghe tha nhan”. Giang Sinh da tré thanh mot dai 1& ctia nhan loai.
Du tin hay khong tin vao Chua Giésu, moi ngudi déu han hoan don
doi va vui twoi ming 18.

(N guén: www.tonggiaophanhanoi.org/lich-su-cay-thong-noel/)

E xcerpt from the Archdiocese of Hanoi: According to legend,

as early as 2000—1200 BC there was already a custom of

displaying the épicea (spruce) tree on December 24, because
that day was considered the rebirth of the sun. The ancient Celts
used a lunar calendar, and each month of the year was associated
with a particular tree. December 24, near the winter solstice, was
dedicated to the pine (épicea). To celebrate the winter solstice, a
green tree symbolizing life was decorated with fruit, flowers, and
wheat. In 354, the Catholic Church established December 25 as the
celebration of Christmas. Over time, the Christmas tree developed
its own history and has become familiar every festive season.

It is said that Saint Boniface (born in 680) destroyed the custom

of tree worship. He convinced the German Druids of Geismar

that the oak tree was not sacred. He ordered an oak tree to be cut
down, and when it fell, it destroyed all the trees growing along the
slope—except for a fir tree. Saint Boniface took this as a sign and
preached: “From now on, we shall call this tree the Child Jesus’
tree.” Thereafter, people planted fir trees throughout Germany to
celebrate Christmas. In the 11th century, the Christmas tree was
decorated with red apples symbolizing the tree of paradise, and the
“apple of Eve” was hung on its branches. From the 12th century
onward, the sapin (fir tree) appeared in Europe, especially in Alsace.
The term “Christmas tree” was first used in Alsace in 1521. In the
14th century, people decorated the tree with Eve’s apples, candies,
and cakes. During this period, a star began to be placed on top of the
tree, symbolizing the Star of Bethlehem. In 1560, Protestants helped
develop the Christmas tree tradition. In the 12th and 13th centuries,
the first illuminated sapin trees appeared. People used walnut shells
filled with oil, with wicks floating on top, or soft wax candles tied
around the tree. In 1738, Marie Leszcynska, wife of King Louis

XV of France, decorated a Christmas tree at Versailles. In Alsace-
Lorraine, where this tradition originated, more and more fir trees
were seen. In Sweden, Denmark, and Norway, people decorated

their homes with greenery for the New Year to ward off evil spirits,
and also set up trees to provide shelter for birds during Christmas.

In 1837, the Duchess of Orléans, Héléne de Mecklembourg, of
German origin, had a fir tree decorated at the Tuileries Palace.
Celebrating Christmas around a tree—symbolizing the tree of
Paradise and hung with various sweets—quickly became a German
tradition. It took nearly another century for this tradition to reach
French families, especially after the war of 1870, when thousands of
Alsace-Lorraine families migrated into France. Thanks to this period,
the whole of France adopted the tradition. In the early 19th century,
the Christmas tree gradually entered England and became greatly
appreciated thanks to Prince Albert, husband of Queen Victoria. At
that time, the Christmas tree was known as the “Victorian Tree,”
decorated with wax candles, candies, and pastries hung from the
branches with colorful paper strings. The Christmas tree became
most popular in the 19th century. Austria, Switzerland, Finland, and
the Netherlands also embraced the tradition during this era. Today
the Christmas tree is displayed everywhere around the world.

According to tradition, Saint Boniface once encountered a group
of pagan worshippers gathered around a large oak tree, preparing
to sacrifice a child. To stop the ritual and save the child, he toppled
the oak with a single blow! In its place a small fir tree sprang up.
The saint told the pagans that the little fir was the tree of life and
symbolized the eternal life of the Savior. The true origin of the
Christmas tree may be linked to “Paradise plays.” In ancient times,
morality plays were performed across Europe to teach biblical
stories. Plays about the origin of humanity and the folly of Adam and
Eve in the Garden of Eden were often staged on December 24 each
year. The apple tree was used as a stage prop, but since the plays
were held in winter when trees bore no fruit, actors hung artificial
apples on the branches. The custom of the Christmas tree became
popular in Germany in the 16th century, when Christians brought
green trees into their homes and decorated them for Christmas.

In regions lacking evergreen trees, people built wooden pyramids
decorated with greenery and candles. Before long, the custom
spread throughout Europe. According to one American tradition, a
party held around a Christmas tree on a cold night in Trenton, New
Jersey, during the Civil War altered the course of the conflict. Union
soldiers, homesick and remembering the Christmas candles hanging
on fir trees, abandoned their posts to celebrate. Washington attacked
that night and defeated them.

The first Christmas trees known to the American public appeared in
the 1830s. While most Americans viewed Christmas trees as strange,
German immigrants in Pennsylvania would display them during
charity events to raise money for churches. In 1851, a German pastor
placed a Christmas tree in front of his church, offending parishioners
who forced him to remove it, believing it to be a pagan custom. But
by the 1890s, German-made ornaments were being imported, and
the Christmas tree became popular in Canada and the United States.
A major difference between European and North American trees is
size: European trees are small, seldom taller than 1.5 meters (45
feet), while North American trees often reach the ceiling.

By 1900, one in five North American families had a Christmas tree,
and twenty years later the custom had become common. In the early
20th century, North Americans typically decorated their trees with
homemade ornaments. Traditional German-American and Canadian
decorations included almonds, nuts, and almond cookies in various
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shapes. Colorful popcorn strings, berries, and garlands were also
used. Around this time, electric Christmas lights appeared, making
trees far brighter and much safer than those lit by candles. Each
year at Christmas, a splendid Christmas tree is placed at Bentall
Centre Square in Vancouver, southern British Columbia. People
gather around the first tree when it is raised, even before it is

fully decorated. Then, on the far side of the city, the Christmas

tree suddenly bursts into thousands of colorful lights, while the
church choir sings festive carols. On Parliament Hill in Ottawa, a
brilliant Christmas tree stands beside Canada’s Centennial Flame,
accompanied by the lovely sounds of Christmas music from the
Peace Tower carillon (according to Thanh Nhac Ngay Nay, No. 52).
During the Angelus on Sunday, December 19, 2004, Pope Saint
John Paul II explained the meaning of the Christmas tree: “We
usually display a Christmas tree beside the manger; it is a beautiful,
ancient tradition praising life. In the harsh cold of winter, the
evergreen tree remains fresh and green, telling us that life is never
destroyed. Christmas gifts are placed beneath the tree. This symbol
expresses that the Christmas tree is the tree of human life bearing
the image of Christ. It is God’s gift to humanity. The message of
the Christmas tree also expresses the freshness of life as a gift

of friendship and love—of brotherly support and forgiveness, of
sharing and listening to others.” Christmas has become a great feast
for all humanity. Whether people believe in Jesus or not, everyone
eagerly awaits and joyfully celebrates the season.

(Source: www.tonggiaophanhanoi.org/lich-su-cay-thong-noel/)

LGP CHUAN BI CHO Bi TiCH RUA TOI
TU thang 8 ndm 2025, cac nqudi dd dau va cac cha me co
con xin rda toi tai Gido X Buc Me Hang Cuu Gilip can phai
theo hoc “Lép Chuén Bj Cho Bi Tich Ra Toi".
Lép Chuén Bi Cho Bi Tich Ria Toi giup cac ngudi dd dau va
cac cha me chuén bi tdm hén va kién thic dé séng dsi séng
Kité hru véi niém tin cha Gido Hoi sau khi dugc rira toi.
N&i dung chinh cta I6p thusng bao gém:
Tim hiéu vé bi tich Rda Téi.
Y nghia clia bi tich Rira Toi trong dao Cong gido.
D&u chi bén ngoai cla bi tich (nuéc, 16i nguyén).
Tam quan trong cla viéc 1anh nhan bi tich Raa Toi.
Vai trova trach nhiém ctia cha me va nquoi dé dau
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Second Sunday of Advent

“Make Straight the Path: An Advent Invitation”

n today’s Gospel, we meet John the Baptist standing in the
y wilderness, crying out with a voice that still echoes across the

centuries: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” His
message is stark, urgent, and uncompromising. And yet, beneath its
roughness lies a profound grace—a grace we desperately need. John is
not merely a fiery prophet; he is the herald of hope. He is the one sent
to shake us awake so that we will not miss the arrival of the One who
alone can save us. The setting of this Gospel is important. John chooses
the desert, a place of silence, simplicity, and stripping away. In
Scripture, the wilderness is where God forms His people—where
Israel learned to trust Him, where Elijah heard His whisper, where
Jesus Himself would later confront temptation. The desert is
uncomfortable, but it is honest. It removes the illusions that distract us
from God. Perhaps this Advent, God is inviting us into our own interior
wilderness—away from noise, away from busyness, away from the
false securities that cause us to forget Him—so that we might hear His
voice again.
John’s message can seem severe: Repent! It is a call not simply to feel
sorry, but to turn around, to reorient our lives toward God. Repentance
is joyful because it uproots everything that keeps us from love, from
peace, from God’s plan for us. But John also reminds us that repentance
must bear fruit. It is not enough to make pious gestures or speak holy
words. Love must become visible. Mercy must become concrete. Faith
must become action. This Advent challenges us to examine where our
discipleship may have grown routine or hollow. What fruit does God
long to see in our lives right now? Patience? Forgiveness? Generosity?
Courage? John’s words become even more intense as he speaks about
the Coming One: “I am not worthy to carry His sandals.” Here is
a prophet filled with conviction, yet overflowing with humility. He
knows his role and embraces it fully. John points away from himselfand
toward Jesus. In a world obsessed with attention and self-promotion,
his humility stands as a radiant example. How often we cling to our
own importance, our own opinions, our own comfort! Advent urges us
to step out of the center and allow Christ to be the focus of our lives.
When we make room for Him—when we decrease so that He may
increase—our hearts find peace. John then speaks of the baptism that
Jesus will bring: a baptism with the Holy Spirit and fire. Fire purifies;
fire transforms; fire energizes. The Holy Spirit desires to burn away
the sin that clings to us, the fears that bind us, the habits that drain us.
The Spirit wants to ignite in us a living, vibrant faith. But welcoming
this fire is not always easy. We resist change; we cling to old ways. Yet
Jesus does not come to leave us as we are. He comes to make us new.
This is the promise of Advent: the Lord is near, and He comes with
power—not the power to dominate, but the power to heal and recreate.
Finally, the image of the winnowing fan and the threshing floor
reminds us that Christ’s coming demands a decision. Advent is not
merely a sentimental season. It is a time of choosing. Will we allow
God to purify us, or will we hold back? Will we prepare the way for
Him, or will we remain asleep? Jesus desires to gather us to Himself as
precious wheat, but we must surrender ourselves to His loving work.
As we continue our Advent journey, let us hear John’s voice anew. Let
us enter the quiet desert of prayer. Let us repent joyfully and bear fruit
worthy of the Gospel. Let us embrace humility, welcome the purifying
fire of the Spirit, and prepare the way of the Lord in our hearts and
in our world. For the kingdom of heaven is truly at hand. May we be
ready when He comes. Amen
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BANH LOG CAKE $50
PAT BANH 13 - 21/12 tai Giao x(, hoic goi
(469) 288-0806 (chi Hudng)
NHAN & MUA BANH
Chaa Nhat 21/12 sau cac Thanh Ié
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KINH MOI QUY CONG BOAN CUNG CHUNG TAY UNG HO
CAC HOAT BONG GAY QUY CUA PTA. THANK YOU!
CASH HOAC ZELLE LILY NGUYEN (469) 233-0289
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