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rudce thém tran chung két World Cup 2026 giira doi tuyén

bong da qudc gia Tay Ban Nha va Argentina, Dirc cha José

Ignacio Munilla cta glao phén Orihuela-Alicante, Tay Ban
Nha, da chia sé nhiing suy tu Ve céc gia tri cia thé thao ciing nhur
nguy co clia viéc siing bai ngau twong.

“Thoi dai cia chung ta co mot cach ky la dé tao ra cac vi thanh,
nhung khong co sw thanh thién,” ngai ndi thém, am chi su chil y qua
muc danh cho cac ngdi sao thé thao, dic biét 1a cac cAu thu bong da.
Mic du “khéng sai khi nguéng mg mot ngwoi da phdt trién tai niang
phi thiong théng qua né lwc va s hy sinh.”

Ngai nhdn manh rang cac vi thanh da hudng dan nhiéu thé hé Kitd
hitu trong nhiéu thé ky véi tu cach 13 “mdu muec vé suw khiém nhirong,
vi tha, long thuwong xot, sy kién cwong va long trung thanh. Ho
khéng hoan hao, nhung ho dé chi ra con dwong déan dén siw vién man
cia con nguoi.” Chinh vi vdy, thdt dang dé tw héi liéu con cdi chiing
ta cé quen thudc véi tiéu sir ciia cdc cau thi bong da limg danh hon
1 véi tiéu sir ciia thanh Phanxicé Assisi, thanh Térésa Calcutta,
thanh Gioan Phaolé IT hay thanh Carlo Acutis hay khéng. Tat nhién,
do sé la mot tham kich, khong phai vi ta bugc phdi chon lva gitra ho,
nhing boi vi cdc thanh day cho ching ta nghé thudt song.”

Ngay nay, moi nguoi bi mé hoac bdi mot s6 van dong vién, va “khi
chiing ta bién ai d6 thanh ngdu twong, cudi cung ho chdc chdn sé
lam chiing ta that vong. Ngau tieong luén dwoc lam tir dat sét,” boi
vi “hoém nay ching ta ton ho lén tan troi, ngay mai chung ta sé hg bé
ho trén mang xa hoi chi vi mot qua phat dén hong, mot mua gidi 16i
16, hodc mét sai lam cd nhén nao ds, béi vi sw sung bai ngcfu tuong
Iuén dan d@én s tan nhan.”

Drrc cha Munilla nh4n dinh, dong thoi nhéc lai 16i ctia Pirc Gido
hoang Phanxico: “Ban ho reo cuong nhiét khi c¢6 ban thing, nhung
lai chang thé ngoi khen Thién Chiia voi ciing mét cuong do dy sao?”’
Cudi cling, Ptic cha Munilla két luan va dong thoi nhan manh rang
“mot chire vo dich cé thé lap day mot quang tru"o‘ng cong cong trong
mot dém, nhung chi cé6 Chita moi cé thé lap day trdai tim mai mai.”

Trich tir tac gia Ty Linh, nguon xuanbichvietnam.net
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Pé gitip cho moi nguoi trong Gido xir ¢6 thé tim hiéu thém
nhitng vin dé lién quan dén Héi thanh thudc nhiéu lanh vye khac
nhau bing tiéng Anh nhu Kinh thanh, Gido 1y, Giéi tré, Tinh duyc,
Xa hoi (c6 ca audio, video), Gido xir di tra tién trong chuong
trinh cua website FORMED.ORG. Ddy 1a mét chuong trinh : :
duoc nhiéu gido xir sir dung rong rai. Nhung ai muon ghi danh THE MONTH OF JULY IS DEDICATED TO THE

vao Chuong trinh ndy, chi cin dién access code ciia Giao xir la
4TT7C8 roi sau do lap mot account voi email cia moi nguoi. P RE C I O U S B LO O D
Our parish has registered in the FORMED.ORG with many % E S l ' S

helpful resources to nourish our Catholic faith. Simply enter the
parish access code 4TT7C8 then establish an individual account.

Piic Cé Héng y Phanxicd Xavié

Nguyén Van Thuan

A DU Bl HON NHAN

Khoa hoc tiéng Viét 3 ngay sé
khai giang chiéu 18/9 tai
Trung tam Thénh An Phong,

Gido xt Dirc Me Héng Ciru Gitp : Roa d of Ho pe

Thir Séu 18/9 < 6 - 9:30 PM
Thir Bay 19/9 - 8:30 AM -5 PM
Thir Bay 26/9 - 8:30 AM -5 PM

)/ Puong Hy Vong

Cac hoc vién chi dugc cdp Ching chi néu theo hoc tir budi dau va “Khong phai bude nhanh, bude gap, nhung bude vimg, con

dy day dd céc gid hoc trong ba ngay. Xin ghi danh va déng 18 phi mdi tién ra. Khong pbéu h(f) héo't’hﬁc day cho thé gidi tién,

($100/ngui) tai Van phong Gido xi. C6 thic méc hay can don nhung chinh con phai khi sy tien 1én.”

ghi danh, xin lién lac 972-414-7073 | dmhcggarland@gmail.com Pudng Hy Vong, s6 654 - T6GM FX Nguyén Van Thuén
J

www.dmhcg.org | www.facebook.com/MotherofPerpetualHelpParish | dmhcggarland@gmail.com
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WHEONG GlAG

0&A: Thua Cha, con cd théi xdu ma con khéng thé vugt thing dugc do la
téi pham dén diéu rdn thi sdu qua viéc thd dém va coi nhing phim dnh
xdu. Véy néu nd la tir su ham mudn tu nhién nai thdn xdc thi viéc lam thd
ddm va coi phim dnh xdu ca t6i khdng?

ha Phéré Duong Hai Van, SDB tra 161 nhu sau: “Theo mét
< s6 nha tam 1y hoc dwong dai, thu dam 1a hinh thtrc kich

thich béng tay hodc sir dung nhirng dung cu hd tro tinh duc
vao cac co quan sinh duc dé tao khoai cam, thuong dat tdi mirc cuc
khoai. Con Giao Ly Hoi Thanh Cong Gido thi néi: “Thii dam hiéu
1a viéc chu y kich thich co quan sinh duc dé dat dugc khodi lac tinh
duc.” (GLHTCG, 2352). Biéu nay c6 nghia la chu thé tic dong
vao bo phan sinh dyc cua minh, dé tu thoa man nhitng nhu cu va
khodi lac tinh duc, nham dat dén kich thich cuc do, duoc biéu hién
bz?mg su xuét tinh noi ngudi nam, va sy xuét tiét chét nhﬁy 0 am
dao noi ngudi nit. Tha dam c6 thé thyc hién bang tiép xuc co thé
hoic bang nhimg phim anh kich duc hay su tuéng tuong (thu dam
trong tu twdng), hay c6 khi vira ca kich thich than xac 1an tu tudng.
Theo nghia rong hon thi dam c6 thé duge thyuc hién giita hai nguoi
khi duong su dung cham vao co quan sinh duc cua nhau.

PHAI CHANG THU DAM LA TOT?

Thuec ra, viéc thu dam 1a dé théa man ban nang tinh duc noi chinh
chii thé, chir khéng phai nham trao ban nhiing gia tri cao dep ciia
muc dich tinh duc noi con nguoi. Theo d6, “Viéc thi dam co thé
chi 1am cho con nguoi qui huéng vé chinh minh, ngugc lai véi y
nghia va tinh chat sinh dong cia tinh duc 1a thic ddy con ngudi
dén sy higp thong va trao ban cho nhau.” Né di nguoc lai voi ¥
huéng ctia Thién Chua vé kha ning tinh duc noi con ngudi, 1a sinh
san va nudi dudng tinh yéu trong doi sdng vo chong: “Moi hanh vi
tinh duc phai nam trong khudn khd hon nhén. .. Véi bat cir 1y do
nao, viéc cha y str dung kha nang tinh duc ngoai quan hé vg chong
dung dén ciing 1a sai myc dich.”

KINH THANH VA HUAN QUYEN NOI Gi VE THU DAM?

Tuy Kinh Thanh khong n6i dén truc tiép va chinh xac vé toi thi
dam, nhung khi néi: “Nguoi khong duge ngoai tinh” (Xh 20,14),
hay chinh Chutia Giésu da noi: “Ai nhin nguoi phu nlt ma thém
mudn, thi trong long da ngoai tinh VO‘l ngum 4y r0i” (Mt 5,27),
duoc truyen théng Gido Hoi hiéu rang, diéu ngin cAm nay bao
trum 1én tat ca cac lanh vuc cua gidi tinh con ngudi, tirc 1a moi
toi nghich véi dte thanh khiét. Truyén thdng Gido Hoi ciing hiéu
rang, Kinh Thanh két an hanh vi tha dam khi dung nhiing tu ngir
nhu “khong trong sach”, “khong khlet tinh” va nhimg tat x4u trai
nghich vai dic thanh khiét va su tiét duc: “Chuyén gian dam, moi
thir 6 ué hay tham lam, thi di n6i dén, anh em ciing phai tranh.
Dirng néi 16i thé tuc, nham nhi, cot nha: d6 1a nhiing didu khong
nen ” (Ep 5 ,3—4); “Thién Chtia da khong kéu goi chung ta song 6
ué, nhung song thanh thién.” (1Tx 4,7).

Tuyén ngon Persona humana ctia Thanh B9 Gido Ly Btrc Tin da
khing dinh: “Gido 1y truyén thong Cong Gido cho rang thi dam
tao nén mot ri loan luén Iy nghiém trong, .... 1a mdt hanh vi roi
loan ty ndi tai va nghiém trong. Ly do chinh yéu 13, v&i bat ky
dong co nao dé hanh dong nhu vay, viéc st dung c6 chu y chuc

nang tinh duc ngoai quan h¢ vg
chdng binh thuong 1a dbi
nghich mot cach

chinh yéu véi muyc
dich cua chtic nang
tinh duc. Béi vi no
thiéu méi trong quan
tinh duc ma trat tu luan
1y doi phai thyc hién, cu
thé 1a twong quan thuc
hién “y nghia tron ven cta vi¢c
ty hién cho nhau va sy truyén
sinh trong bdi canh tinh yéu chan
that.” Tt ca c4c thuc hanh tinh
duc c6 chu y déu phai danh cho
mdi twong quan thong thuong
nay.” (s 9). Ngoai ra, Ptrc Gido Hoang L& IX khang dinh rang,
thi dam 1a ti nang bdi né vi pham luat Thién Chua va luat ty nhién
(DS, 687). Ké d6, Puc Pib XI ciing di x4c dinh khong dugc phép
thi dam du 1a d@é kham bénh (DS, 3687). Con Purc Pi6 XII trong bai
dién vin doc ngay 8/10/1953 tuyén bd: “Du muc dich ctia tha dam
¢6 tot di nita, chang han 1am than kinh bt cang thing hay dé kham
nghiém, thi cling khong bién minh dugc cho sy lam dung co nang
truyén sinh, vi hoan toan ngoai muc dich tu nhién ctia né. D6 1a
phan luat ty nhién va luan 1y”.

VAY THU DAM CO LA TOI?

Tir nhirng x4c tin qua Kinh Thanh va Gido Huén cua Gido Hoi,
chung ta c6 thé khang dinh rang: thi dam 1a pham toi nghich lai
v6i didu rin thir Sau trong Mudi diéu rin cia Thién Chua; va néu
trong tinh trang binh thudng, thi d6 1 toi nang: “Dua theo truyén
thong bén viing, ca Huin Quyén ca cam thirc luan 1y cua cac Kitd
hiru, khong hoai nghi khing dinh rang, thu dim la mot hanh vi tu
ban chét 1a v6 trét ty cach nghiém trong” (GLHTCG, 2352). Tuy
nhién: “Dé c¢6 thé phan doan dung dén vé trach nhiém luan Iy cua
duong su, ciing nhu dwa ra mot duong huéng muyc vu, can luu y
dén tinh trang thiéu truong thanh tinh cam, ap lyc cia cac thoi
quen d co, tim trang lo 4u ciing nhu nhiing yéu t6 khac vé tam Iy
va xa hoi. Cac nhan td trén ¢ thé lam cho sy quy tdi luan ly duoc
giam nhe, tham chi dén murc t6i thidu.” (GLHTCG, 2352). Nhu
vay, thit dam 1a toi pham dén diéu ran cia Thién Chia, ciing nhu
da st dung kha nang tinh duc sai muc dich ma chinh Thién Chua
da ban cho con nguoi. Thu dam la hanh vi di ra ngoai tinh yéu
thuong va sy truyén sinh trong doi sng hon nhén gia dinh, lam
vay ban phdm gia cao dep ciia chinh minh, va khién cho ban than
ludn bi 4m anh vé nhitng doi héi cua ban ning tinh duc.

LAM THE NAO BE G610 SU TRONG SACH VE TiNH DUC?

Gido Hoi moi goi chung ta hiy biét tran trong va gin giir nhén dirc
thanh khiét, qua viéc séng va thyc hanh sy ty cha trude nhitng cam
dd vé sach bao va phim anh khiéu dam; siéng ning cdu nguyén va
tham du cach tich cuc cac Bi tich. Nho d6 an sung Chtia luén nang
d& chung ta trude nhitng con cam dd vé duc tinh, cach riéng 1a véi
viée thi dam. Ngoai ra, khi y thirc cach sdu sdc vé gia tri cao quy
ctia nhan pham va on goi lam con Thién Chua, chiing ta s& biét gin
giit dirc thanh khiét truée nhimg cam dd va ban ning duc tinh noi
chung ta. (Trich Giai Pap Thic Mic cho ngudi tré Cong gido, Tap
3, Nxb Tén Giao, 2020)
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0&A: Father, | have a bad habit that | cannot overcome: | repeatedly
violate the Sixth Commandment through masturbation and by watching
pornography. Since this arises from the natural desires of the body, are
masturbation and watching pornography sinful?

r. Peter Duong Hai Van, SDB, replies: According to some
F contemporary psychologists, masturbation is the stimulation

of one's own sexual organs by hand or with the use of sexual
devices in order to produce sexual pleasure, often culminating
in orgasm. The Catechism of the Catholic Church defines it as
follows: "By masturbation is to be understood the deliberate
stimulation of the genital organs in order to derive sexual
pleasure" (CCC 2352). This means that a person deliberately
stimulates his or her own sexual organs to satisfy sexual desires
and experience sexual pleasure, reaching intense arousal, which
in men is ordinarily manifested by ejaculation and in women by
vaginal lubrication. Masturbation may be carried out through
physical stimulation, through pornographic images, or through
fantasy (masturbation in thought), or through a combination of
both physical and mental stimulation. In a broader sense, it may
also occur between two people when they stimulate one another's
sexual organs.

IS MASTURBATION GOOD?

In reality, masturbation is directed toward satisfying the
individual's own sexual instinct rather than expressing the

higher purposes of human sexuality. As one author explains,
"Masturbation can cause a person to become self-centered,
contrary to the meaning and dynamic of sexuality, which is meant
to lead persons toward communion and mutual self-giving." It is
contrary to God's intention for human sexuality, which is ordered
toward both the transmission of life and the nurturing of love
within married life. "Every sexual act should take place within the
context of marriage. Whatever the reason, the deliberate use of the
sexual faculty outside the proper marital relationship is contrary to
its purpose.”

WHAT DO SACRED SCRIPTURE AND THE CHURCH'S MAGISTERIUM
TEACH ABOUT MASTURBATION?

Although Sacred Scripture does not explicitly and directly mention
masturbation, the commandment "You shall not commit adultery"
(Exodus 20:14), together with Jesus' teaching, "Everyone who
looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery

with her in his heart" (Matthew 5:27-28), has traditionally been
understood by the Church as encompassing all sins against chastity.
The Church has also understood Scripture's condemnations of
"impurity," "uncleanness," and other vices opposed to chastity and
self-control as applying to masturbation. Saint Paul writes: "But
among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or
of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper
for God's holy people. Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk,
or coarse joking, which are out of place..." (Ephesians 5:3—4). He
also writes: "For God did not call us to impurity but to holiness."
(1 Thessalonians 4:7). The Declaration Persona Humana of the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith states:

"The traditional Catholic doctrine rightly holds that masturbation
constitutes a grave moral disorder. It is an intrinsically and
seriously disordered act. The principal reason is that, whatever
the motive, the deliberate use of the sexual faculty outside normal

marital relations essentially contradicts the purpose of that faculty.
Such an act lacks the sexual relationship required by the moral
order, namely, the relationship that realizes 'the full meaning of
mutual self-giving and human procreation in the context of true
love.' All deliberate exercise of sexuality must be reserved to this
ordinary relationship." (Persona Humana, no. 9).

In addition, Pope Leo IX affirmed that masturbation is a grave sin
because it violates both divine law and natural law (DS 687). Pope
Pius XI likewise declared that masturbation is not permissible
even for medical examinations (DS 3687). Pope Pius XII, in an
address delivered on October 8, 1953, stated: "Even if the purpose
of masturbation were good—for example, to relieve nervous
tension or for medical examination—it cannot justify the misuse
of the generative faculty outside its natural purpose. Such an act is
contrary to both natural law and morality."

IS MASTURBATION A SIN?

Based on the teachings of Sacred Scripture and the Magisterium
of the Church, we can affirm that masturbation is a sin against
the Sixth Commandment of the Decalogue. Under ordinary
circumstances, it constitutes grave matter. The Catechism of the
Catholic Church states: "Both the Magisterium of the Church,

in the course of a constant tradition, and the moral sense of the
faithful have been in no doubt and have firmly maintained that
masturbation is an intrinsically and gravely disordered action."
(CCC 2352). At the same time, the Catechism also teaches: "To
form an equitable judgment about the subjects' moral responsibility
and to guide pastoral action, one must take into account affective
immaturity, the force of acquired habit, conditions of anxiety,

or other psychological or social factors that lessen, if not even
reduce to a minimum, moral culpability." (CCC 2352). Therefore,
masturbation is a sin against God's commandment because it
misuses the sexual faculty that God has entrusted to the human
person. It separates sexuality from the mutual self-giving love
and openness to life proper to marriage, diminishes the dignity of
the person, and can leave one increasingly preoccupied with the
demands of sexual desire.

HOW CAN ONE PRESERVE SEXUAL PURITY?

The Church calls us to cherish and safeguard the virtue of chastity
by practicing self-mastery in the face of temptations arising from
pornographic books, magazines, and films. She also encourages

us to pray faithfully and to participate actively in the sacraments.
Through these means, God's grace continually strengthens us
against temptations of lust, especially the temptation to masturbate.
Moreover, by becoming deeply aware of the great dignity of the
human person and of our vocation as children of God, we will

be better able to preserve chastity in the face of temptations and
disordered sexual desires. (Adapted from Answers to Questions for
Young Catholics, Volume 3, Religious Publishing House, 2020).)
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Nguc‘i‘i dd dau va cac cha va me c6 con xin rira toi tai Giao X Dic
Me Hang Cdu Gitp can theo hoc “Lép Chudn Bj Cho Bi Tich Rita Tai".
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JOIN US
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Join us for a life-changing journey of faith, community, and
adventure at World Youth Day 2027 in Seoul, South Korea!

TRIP DATES: July 31 - August 14, 2027
OPEN FOR AGES: 18-39*

$5,000

ESTIMATED COST
Includes: All lodging,
3 meals/day, transportation,
planned activities, WYD
registration, medical insurance

WYD 2027 INFO SESSION
Sunday, May 24, 2026 @ 10:30 AM
St. Alphonsus Auditorium

SIGN UP FOR MORE INFO
Point of Contact:
Angela Le
le.angela??@gmail.com

*Participants must be within this age range during the time of the pilgrimage in order fo be eligible.
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KHOI GIAO DUC

Thang 7
Sun 26 Vé,n phong KGD mé cla
Doi I6p / Rut tén - Hoi tién hoc phi
Thang 8
Sat1 Teacher's Orientation t Thanh Lé Sai Di 9 AM - 4 PM

Sun2 Hop Phu Huynh Hoc Sinh Bau N&m Hoc

Gido Ly - Vit Nglr - TNTT 10:30 AM -12:30 PM
Sun16 KHAIGIANG NAM HOC
Sun 30 1st Parents Meeting Confirmation 1AM

GIO SINH HOAT / ACTIVITY SCHEDULE

9AM-4PM

Gido Ly / Catechism MAM-12PM
Thanh Lé / Mass 12:15PM-1:15PM
Viét Ngi / Vietnamese Language 2PM-3PM
TNTT / Eucharistic Youth Activity 3:15PM - 4:15PM

(continued from page 8)

The saints understood this truth very well. Saint Francis of Assisi
gave up wealth because he had found a greater treasure. Saint
Thomas More surrendered political power rather than betray his
conscience. Saint Maximilian Kolbe offered his life in place of
another prisoner because he understood the value of sacrificial
love. Saint Teresa of Calcutta spent her life serving the poorest of
the poor because she saw Christ hidden in every suffering person.
Blessed Carlo Acutis, though living in our own digital age, showed
that holiness is not reserved for another century. He discovered
that the Eucharist was the greatest treasure on earth and centered
his young life entirely on Christ. None of these saints believed
they had lost anything. They knew they had found everything.

At the end of today's Gospel, Jesus speaks of the scribe who has
become a disciple of the Kingdom and who brings out from his
treasure both what is new and what is old. This beautiful image
reminds us that the Church faithfully preserves the eternal truths
handed down by Christ while continually presenting them in ways
that speak to every generation. The Gospel never changes, but
every age needs to hear it anew. We are called to remain rooted in
Sacred Scripture, Sacred Tradition, and the teaching of the Church
while bringing the light of Christ into our homes, workplaces,
schools, and communities. Our world changes rapidly, but the
human heart still longs for the same truth, the same love, and the
same salvation that only Christ can provide. As we reflect on these
parables, we should ask ourselves some important questions. What
is the greatest treasure in my life? What occupies my thoughts

and my energy each day? What sacrifices am I willing to make

for Christ? Am I living with eternity in mind, or have I become
absorbed by temporary concerns? If Christ looked into my heart
today, would He find someone whose deepest desire is to belong
to His Kingdom? These are not questions meant to discourage us.
They are invitations to renewal. Every day God gives us another
opportunity to choose Him above everything else. The Kingdom of
Heaven is not merely a future promise waiting for us after death. It
begins even now whenever Christ reigns in our hearts. Every act of
forgiveness, every moment of prayer, every work of charity, every

Bao Cao Tai Chanh (Chia Nhat Ngay 19/07/2026)
Quy Piéu Hanh Gido Xt (Operating Fund)

R

Dr. Chau N. Nguyen (SDB 3441) $100.00
Online Donation on Dmhcg.net

Tran Thanh Minh (SDB 2399) $200.00
bong Gop Nhap X (Parish Registration Contribution)

Hb Phi Hung (SDB 3559) $500.00

Vincent Quang Lé (SDB 3558) $200.00
L& Cu6i (Wedding Fees) $300.00
Khan (Virgin Mary Donations) $237.00
Quang Cao (Advertising Fees)

Dapper Barber $50.00
bong Gop Cho Viée Tu Sua Nha Tho

Ngo Tung Son $300.00

Nguyén Thi Bich Van $300.00

Nguyén Thi Thi $300.00
Hoi Quan (Cafeteria Sale Revenue) $2,854.00
Mother Mary’s Bookstore Sale Revenue $475.00
Ung ho Khéi Gido Duc $2,500.00
Venezuela Disaster Relief Contribution $8,641.00

Quy Nha Binh An (Peaceful Home Fund)

0608
1017

$450.00
$450.00

Pham Thanh Tung

Trn Vin An

sacrifice offered out of love, every confession made with sincere
repentance, every worthy reception of the Eucharist, and every
effort to live according to the Gospel allows the Kingdom to grow
within us. The hidden treasure continues to be discovered. The
pearl of great price continues to shine before those who seek it.
The net continues to gather souls until the day when Christ returns
in glory.

As we approach the altar today, we encounter once again the
greatest treasure the world has ever known. In the Holy Eucharist
we receive not a symbol but Jesus Christ Himself, truly present in
His Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity. Here the treasure hidden in
the field becomes the Bread of Life. Here the pearl of great price is
placed into our hands. May we receive Him with faith, gratitude,
and reverence. May we never allow anything in this world to take
His place in our hearts. May our lives bear witness that we have
indeed found the treasure worth more than everything else. And
when our earthly journey is complete, may we hear those joyful
words from our Lord: "Come, you who are blessed by my Father.
Inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world." Amen.
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SUNDAY GOSPEL REFLECTION

The Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

“The Treasure, the Pearl, and the Net:
Choosing the Kingdom Above All Else”

y dear brothers and sisters in Christ, the Gospel that the
m Church places before us today contains three short but

powerful parables. At first glance they seem simple. A man

discovers a hidden treasure in a field. A merchant finds a
pearl of extraordinary value. Fishermen pull in a net full of fish and
separate the good from the bad. Yet behind these ordinary images
lies one of the deepest teachings of Jesus about the Kingdom of God.
He is inviting us to reflect on what we value most, what we are
willing to sacrifice, and how we are preparing ourselves for the day
when we will stand before God. At the conclusion of these parables,
Jesus asks His disciples, "Have you understood all these things?" That
same question echoes in our hearts today. Have we truly understood
what the Kingdom of Heaven means? Have we discovered its value?
Have we allowed it to transform the way we live?

The first parable tells us that the Kingdom of Heaven is like a
treasure hidden in a field. A man unexpectedly discovers it, hides
it again, and in his joy sells everything he owns in order to buy
that field. One word deserves our attention above all: joy. The man
is not reluctant to give up his possessions. He does not complain
about the cost. He does not hesitate. His heart is filled with joy
because he knows that what he has found is worth infinitely more
than everything he possesses. Jesus is teaching us that genuine
discipleship begins not with sacrifice but with discovery. When
someone truly discovers Christ, sacrifices no longer appear as
burdens but as opportunities. We willingly let go of lesser things
because we have found something infinitely greater. Many people
imagine that the Christian life is mainly about rules, obligations,
and restrictions. They think that following Christ means constantly
giving things up. But Jesus presents a completely different

picture. The Christian life is first and foremost about finding

a treasure. Once we discover Christ, everything changes. The
commandments are no longer heavy burdens but guides that lead
us toward authentic freedom. Prayer is no longer an obligation but
a conversation with the One who loves us. Charity is no longer
merely a duty but a joyful response to God's generosity. Everything
begins with discovering that Christ Himself is the greatest treasure
we could ever possess.

The second parable tells of a merchant searching for fine pearls.
Unlike the first man, this merchant is actively seeking. After

a long search, he finally discovers one pearl of extraordinary
value. Once again, he sells everything in order to possess it. This
reminds us that people come to Christ in different ways. Some
encounter Him unexpectedly during moments of suffering, illness,
loss, or unexpected grace. Others spend years searching for truth.
They study philosophy, science, literature, or other religions.
They search for meaning in success, relationships, or material
possessions. Eventually they discover that nothing fully satisfies
the deepest longing of the human heart except God Himself.
Saint Augustine knew this experience well. For many years he

searched everywhere for happiness. He pursued worldly pleasures,
intellectual achievement, and various philosophies. Yet none of
these brought him lasting peace. Only when he surrendered himself
completely to Christ did he understand the purpose of his restless
search. His famous words continue to speak to every generation:
"Our hearts are restless until they rest in You." Every human
person carries within the heart a desire for infinite happiness. We
often try to satisfy that desire with temporary things, but finite
pleasures can never fill an infinite longing. We were created for
communion with God, and only He can satisfy the deepest desires
of the human soul. Both parables contain the same striking action.
The man with the treasure and the merchant with the pearl both
sell everything they own. Jesus is not necessarily commanding
every Christian to abandon all material possessions. Rather, He is
teaching us about the proper order of our lives. God must always
come first. Everything else must take its rightful place beneath
Him. We may possess wealth, but wealth must never possess

us. We may enjoy success, but success must never become our
identity. We may appreciate the good things of life, but none of
them can replace God. The greatest danger is not that we have
possessions but that our possessions have us. Every disciple must
honestly ask: What would be difficult for me to surrender if Christ
asked me today? For some it may be pride. For others it may be
anger, resentment, greed, jealousy, dishonesty, addiction, or an
unhealthy attachment to comfort and security. Whatever keeps

us from loving God with our whole heart becomes an obstacle to
the Kingdom. Holiness requires continual conversion. It means
allowing Christ to become the center of every decision we make.

The third parable shifts our attention from the value of the
Kingdom to the seriousness of our response. Jesus says that the
Kingdom is like a fishing net cast into the sea, gathering fish of
every kind. When the net is full, the fishermen separate the good
fish from the bad. Jesus explains that this represents the final
judgment when the angels will separate the righteous from those
who have rejected God's grace. This is a teaching that many people
today prefer to ignore. We often speak about God's love and mercy,
and rightly so, because His mercy is without limit. Yet God's
mercy never eliminates His justice. Throughout the Gospels, Jesus
speaks frequently about judgment because He wants us to live
responsibly and faithfully. He does not warn us in order to frighten
us but to awaken us. God desires the salvation of every person.
He offers His grace abundantly through the preaching of the
Gospel, through the sacraments, through the witness of the saints,
and through countless opportunities for repentance. Yet God also
respects the freedom He has given us. Love cannot be forced. We
are free to accept His invitation or to reject it. The final judgment
simply reveals the choices we have made throughout our lives. It
reveals whether we have allowed God's grace to transform us into
the people He created us to be. This parable also reminds us that
belonging externally to the Church is not enough. The net gathers
every kind of fish, just as the Church embraces people from every
nation, language, and background. Baptism is a priceless gift, but
it calls us to lifelong conversion. Receiving the Eucharist is an
immense privilege, but it also challenges us to become what we
receive, the Body of Christ for the world. Attending Mass every
Sunday is essential, but our worship must continue beyond the
walls of the church through lives of justice, mercy, forgiveness,
and charity. Faith must shape our daily choices if it is to bear fruit.
(continues on page 7)
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