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And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily,
as to the Lord and not unto men.

Colossians 3:23

* HAPPY %
LABOR DAY

han ngay Lé Lao Pong (9/7), chiing ta cung doc va suy
N nghi mot trich doan cua cha Giuse Nguyén Tan, OFM

“... Nguoi tin Chiia vira la cong dan cua Nuoc Thién Chua,
vira la cong dan ciia xa héi minh dang song. Ho dwoc kéu goi ton trong
ludt phdp, thuwc hién trach nhiém cong dan va gép phan xdy dung céng
dong, mién la diéu dé khéng doi héi phdi tir bo sw trung tin véi Thién
Chua.
Chiia Giésu khéng hé tach roi diec tin khéi lao dong. Cong viéc khong
chi la phwong tién kiém song ma con la mét phan cia doi séng mén do
va la noi quyen nang cua Thién Chua dwoc bay to glu’a thé gian. Moi
quyét dinh, moi moi quan hé, méi cdch sir dung quyén luc, tién bac va
kha ndng déu cé thé phan énh nhitng gid tri ciia Nuée Troi. Khi lam
viéc véi tinh than dy, Kité hitu khéng chi hoan thanh mét nghé nghiép
ma con tham dw vao cong cuoc Thién Chua dang thuc hién dé doi méi
thé gii va lam sdng danh Ngai.”
Chuc moi nguoi c6 nhitng ngay nghi sum vdy, vui vé, nhung khong
quén ta on Chua vi nhitng an 16¢ vo luong Ngai ban cho trong doi.

Lm. Phanxico Assisi Pang Phudc Hoa, CSsR.

Quan x
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HAPPY LABOR DAY

I % THONG BAO * I
Chuaa Nhat 6/9, KGD nghi sinh hoat. No school for GL-VN-TNTT
Thir Hai 7/9, | Lao Déng, Van phong Gido x(r déng clra.

Thir Bay 12/9, vi Lién Ca Doan c6 sinh hoat trong nha tho:
w  Rira Toi ldc 1 PM thay vi 2:30 PM
@ KHONG c6 Thanh & 7 gi¢ chiéu

—— ‘Doc Kinb Ton Vuong

Chua Nhit 06/9/2026 @7PM

GK1  O/B Luu Ngoc Hoang 469-363-3665 ¢
2401 Saharah Dr, Garland 469-329-8235 f‘}
.
GHI DANH GIA NHAP GIAO XU e H

AASsSaAn
Dé gitip cho viéc phuc vu doi séng thiéng liéng ctia ngudi tin hitu
dwoc tot hon, xin nhimg ngudi ai chwa ghi danh trong Gido xtr,
vui long ghi danh gia nhip gido x can}, som cang tot. Xin dén Vin
phong Gido xir vao cic ngay lam viéc dé dién don ghi danh. Nhimg
ai da 1ap gia dinh riéng, mic dau c6 thé & chung nha véi cha me,
cling dén vin phong dé 1am mot danh sach véi sé danh bo riéng.

Gido x xin thong béo vé viéc tam dimg ké hoach xay dung ¢ |

phong 4o cho cac em Lé Sinh trong thoi gian 2 thang.

Dudi day la cap nhat cu thé v tién trinh dy an:

@ V& phia Thanh phd Garland: Gido x&r d3 nhan duoc day du
cac giay phép (permits) chinh thire dé khoi cong xay dung.

@ Vé phia Gido phan: Vi cong trinh phong 4o nay dinh lién
v6i cau trac nha tho (Sacred Place), chiing ta hién dang cho
su chap thuan va chuan nhan cuoi cung tir phia Gido phén
trude khi co the tién hanh khoi cong.

ﬂ KE HOACH XAY DUNG GIAO XUf T

THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER IS DEDICATED TO

OUR LADY OF
SORROWS

Alleluia! Chita phan: “Thdy goi cdc con la ban hitu,
vi tat ca nhitng gi Thay da nghe biét noi Cha Thay, thi Thay
dd cho cdc con biét”. 6a15,15b

.

Difc C6 Hong y Phanxico Xavié

Nguyén Van Thuan

_ / Puong Hy Vong

Road of Hope

“Phat trién khong phai ch1 lachoa an, cho mac, cling khong
pha1 chi phat cay, phat cube, dao giéng, dao muong. Phat
trién 1a thang tién con ngudi toan dién, 1a 1am ho sdng «xtng
nguoi hony.”

Budng Hy Vong, s6 582 = TGM FX Nguyén Vén Thuan

www.dmhcg.org | www.facebook.com/MotherofPerpetualHelpParish | dmhcggarland@gmail.com
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A

WEEONG CIAG

Q & A: Tét Trung Thu (Tét Poan Vién) duoc td chirc vao ngay 15
thang 8 Am lich hang ndm. Péy 14 thoi diém trang tron va sdng
nhat trong nam. Tir thoi c6 xua, cdc vj vua chida dé cé tuc Ié té'Ié.
Ho té€ mét troi vao mua xudn va té mat trang vao mua thu. Ngay
nay duoc coi la ngay “lanh” d€ t6 chirc 1é t€ than mat trang. Véy
xin cho con héi ngudi cong gido cé duoc mirng Tét Trung Thu
khéng va nd cd nghich gi vdi gido ly cong gido khéng?
N viée mimg Tét Trung Thu ty n6 khong nghich vai gido ly
Cong gigo. Didu quan trong 1a phai phan biét gitra viéc tham
du mdt phong tuc van hda va viéc tham dy mot hanh vi mang tinh
thd phuong, té 18 hodc mé tin. Theo Gido 1y Hoi Thanh Cong gido,
Diéu Rin Thu Nhét day: “Nguoi khong duge ¢6 than nao khac ddi
nghich v&i Ta” (Xh 20,3). Giao 1y s6 2084 giai thich rang diéu rin
nay doi hoi con nguoi phai tin, ciy, mén va tho phuong mot minh
Thién Chua. Vi thé, ngudi Cong gido khong dwoc danh cho bt cir
thu tao nao su thd phuong vén chi thude vé Thién Chia. Gido 1y sb
2110 ciing nhic rang diéu ran thi nhat cdm viéc ton thd cac than
khac ngoai Thién Chua. Gido ly s6 2112 néi dén viée loai bo ngau
tuong, tire 1a khong dugc dat mot thu tao, mot quyén lyc hay mot
thyc tai nao vao vi tri cua Thlen Chua. Do d6, néu mot nguoi coi
mat trang nhu mot vi than tin rang mat trang co quyen nang siéu
nhién va thyc hién viéc cui lay, té 1& hodc cau khan mat trang dé
xin dugc ban phic, thi hanh vi 4y khong phi hop véi dire tin Cong
gi4o. Bén canh d6, Gio 1y s6 2111 néi vé& mé tin. M& tin 1a sy léch
lac cua viéc tho phuong khi nguoi ta gan cho mét viée thyce hanh,
mot vat thé hodc mot hanh dong mot tam quan trong gﬁn nhu ma
thuat Vi véy, néu mot ngudi chi rudce dén, dn banh Trung Thu hodc
ngam trang nhu mot nét van hoa thi khong phai Ia mé tin. Nhung
néu nguoi ay tin rang mdt nghi thirc Trung Thu nao doé tu no6 co strc
manh siéu nhién dé dem lai tai 16¢c, bao vé khoi tai hoa hodc quyet
dinh van ménh, thi can phai tranh vi diéu d6 trai voi dic tin Cong
gi4o. Kinh Thanh ciing cho thiy dan Chiia dugc moi goi tranh vige
tho cac than khac. Thién Chiia phan trong sach Xuat Hanh: “Nguoi
khong duoc c6 than nao khac dbi nghich véi Ta” (Xh 20,3). Pc
Giésu ciing khiang dinh: “Nguoi phai thd phuong Dtrc Chiia, Thién
Chua cua nguoi, va pha1 tho phugng mot minh Nguoi ma thoéi” (Mt
4,10). Vi vay, nguyén tic cin ban ctia ngudi Cong giao 1a chi danh
viéc tho phuong cho Thién Chua.

gudi Cong gido hoan toan c6 thé mimg Tét Trung Thu, va

Tuy nhién, Gido hoi khong day rang nguoi Cong gido phal xa lanh
moi phong tuc ¢6 ngudn goc ngoal Kitd gido. Gido ly s6 2105 cho
thiy Hoi Thanh ton trong quyén tu do ton gido va nhin nhan rang
con ngudi ¢6 doi séng xa hoi va van hoa riéng. Trong thue té, nhleu
phong tuc vin hoa co thé dugc thanh luyén, bién doi va dugc song
voi mot y nghla phu hop VO’l dtre tin Kito g1a0 Vi thé, viéc Trung
Thu ¢6 ngudn gdc xa xwa gan véi tuc té 1& mit trang khong c6 nghia
rang moi ngudi mung Trung Thu ngay nay déu dang tho mit tring.
Ngudi Cong gido can nhin vao hanh vi cu thé va y nghia ma minh
dit vao hanh vi d6. Néu chi an banh, uéng tra, rudc dén, mua lan,
ngém trang, to chirc vui choi cho thiéu nhi va sum hop gia dinh thi
do 1a nhitng hoat dong van hoa, khong phai la hanh vi tho phuong.
Trai lai, néu trong mot chuong trinh Trung Thu c6 nghi thirc té 18
mat trang, cau khin than mat trang hodc moi nguoi tham dy cui lay

va dang 1& vat cho mit trang nhu mot than linh, thi nguoi Cong gido
khong nén tham gia vao phan nghi thirc iy. C6 thé tn trong nhing
ngudi thue hanh nghi 1& 6, nhung khong thuc hién hanh vi tho
phuong cung ho.

Kinh Thanh ciing gitp chung ta phan biét giita viéc séng trong mot
nén van hoa va viéc tham du vao viéc tho than khic. Thanh Phaold
khuyén cac tin hitu: “Anh em hiy tranh xa viéc thé ngau tuong”

(1 Cr 10,14). Ngai dong thoi giai thich rang vin dé nam & sy hiép
thong ton gido vai vide thd cac than khac (x. 1 Cr 10,19-22). Nhur
véy, ngudi Cong gido co thé giao tiép, sinh hoat va ton trong nhitng
nguoi thude cac truyén thong khac, nhung khong duoc tham gia
vao vi¢c tho phugng trai vai dic tin cia minh. Do d6, mot gia dinh
Cong gido hoan toan c6 thé ming Tét Trung Thu. Cha me c6 thé
cho con cai rudc dén, dn banh, xem miia lan, ngdm tring, t chirc
van nghé va vui choi. Gia dinh ciing c6 thé bién dip nay thanh co
hoi dé ta on Thién Chiia vi cong trinh tao dung, ciu nguyén cho gia
dinh dugc binh an, day tré biét yéu thuong va chia sé véi nhitng
nguoi ngheo kho.

Khi nhin len vang trang Trung Thu, ngudi Cong gido khong can
phar so rang minh dang lam diéu trai v6i dao. Chung ta c6 thé chiém
ngam vé dep cua trang va nhan ra do 1a mot phan cua cong trinh tao
dung. Nhu Thanh Vinh néi: “Khi ngarn troi dat Chua tao nén, muon
vat tay Chtia dung xay” (x. Tv 8). Pdi voi nguoi Cong gido, vé dep
cua tao vat khong dan chung ta dén viéc tho tao vat, nhung hudng
chung ta dén viéc ca ngoi Pang Tao Hoa.

Vi vay, c6 thé tom lai rang: ngudi Cong gido dwoc mimg Tét Trung
Thu va dugc gin gilt nhiing nét dep van hoa cia Trung Thu. Viéc

an banh, rudc dén, mua lan, ngém trang, sum hop gia dinh va vui
choi vai thiéu nhi khong nghich véi gido 1y Cong gido. Didu ngudi
Cong gido phai tranh 1a viéc tho phuong mit trang hodc bat ky than
linh nao khac, cling nhu nhung thue hanh mé tin gan cho cac nghi
thue hay vat dung mot quyen nang siéu nhién. Tleu chuén dé phan
dinh khong don gian 1a “phong tuc nay cé nguon gbc ngoai g1a0 hay
khong”, nhung 1a: toi dang lam gi, t6i tin didu giva hanh vi ay c6
phai 1a mot hanh vi tho phuong hay khong. Néu do chi 1a mot phong
tuc van héa tot dep, nguoi Cong gido co thé tham dy véi luong tam
ngay thang. Néu d6 1a hanh vi thd mot than linh khac hodc thyc hanh
mé tin, ngudi Cong gido phai tranh dé trung thanh véi Piéu Ran Thir
Nhat. Nhu vay, mimg Tét Trung Thu khong 1am nguoi Cong gido xa
Chua. Trai lai, néu dugc song ding cach, Trung Thu c6 thé tro thanh
mdt dip dé gia dinh sum hop, yéu thwong nhau, quan tam dén tré em,
chia sé v&i nguoi nghéo va nhat 1a nhan ra vé dep clia cong trinh tao
dung dé ta on Thién Chua. Ngudi Cong gido c6 thé giir gin vin hoa
Viét Nam ma van trung thanh véi dtc tin, bai vi diéu Hoi Thanh doi
hdi chung ta tir bo khong phai 1a van hoa, nhung la viéc tho phugng
bat cir ai hay bét ctr diéu gi thay thé Thién Chua.

Q & A: Tét Trung Thu (Mid-Autumn Festival, also known as the
Reunion Festival) is celebrated every year on the 15th day of the
eighth month of the lunar calendar. It is the time when the moon
is full and brightest. Since ancient times, kings and rulers had a
tradition of offering sacrifices. They offered sacrifices to the sun
in the spring and to the moon in the autumn. This day was
considered an auspicious day for offering sacrifices to the moon
god. So, may | ask: Are Catholics allowed to celebrate Tét Trung
Thu, and is celebrating it contrary to Catholic teaching?

www.dmhcg.org | www.facebook.com/MotherofPerpetualHelpParish | dmhcggarland@gmail.com
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celebrating the Mid-Autumn Festival in itself is not contrary

to Catholic teaching. What is important is to distinguish
between participating in a cultural tradition and participating
in an act of worship, sacrifice, or superstition. According to the
Catechism of the Catholic Church, the First Commandment
states: ““You shall have no other gods before me” (Ex 20:3). The
Catechism, in paragraph 2084, explains that this commandment
requires human beings to believe in, hope in, love, and worship
God alone. Therefore, Catholics may not give any creature
the worship that belongs to God alone. Paragraph 2110 of the
Catechism also reminds us that the First Commandment forbids
the worship of gods other than God. Paragraph 2112 speaks about
rejecting idolatry, meaning that we must not place any creature,
power, or reality in the place of God. Therefore, if someone regards
the moon as a god, believes that the moon possesses supernatural
power, and bows down, offers sacrifices, or prays to the moon in
order to receive blessings, such actions are not compatible with the
Catholic faith.

In addition, paragraph 2111 of the Catechism addresses
superstition. Superstition is a deviation from the worship due to
God when a person attributes an almost magical significance to
certain practices, objects, or actions. Therefore, if someone simply
carries lanterns, eats mooncakes, or admires the moon as part of a
cultural tradition, this is not superstition. But if someone believes
that a particular Mid-Autumn ritual has supernatural power in
itself to bring wealth, protect against misfortune, or determine
one's destiny, then such a practice should be avoided because it

is contrary to the Catholic faith. Sacred Scripture also teaches
God's people to avoid the worship of other gods. God says in

the Book of Exodus: “You shall have no other gods before me”
(Ex 20:3). Jesus likewise declares: “You shall worship the Lord,
your God, and him alone shall you serve” (Mt 4:10). Therefore,
the fundamental principle for Catholics is that worship is due to
God alone. However, the Church does not teach that Catholics
must avoid every cultural tradition that has non-Christian origins.
Paragraph 2105 of the Catechism affirms the Church's respect for
religious freedom and recognizes that human beings have their
own social and cultural lives. In practice, many cultural traditions
can be purified, transformed, and lived in ways that are compatible
with the Christian faith.

C atholics can absolutely celebrate Tét Trung Thu, and

Therefore, the fact that Tét Trung Thu has ancient origins
associated with rituals of offering sacrifices to the moon does not
mean that everyone who celebrates the Mid-Autumn Festival today
is worshiping the moon. Catholics should consider the specific
action being performed and the meaning that the person attaches to
it. If someone simply eats mooncakes, drinks tea, carries lanterns,
watches or participates in lion dances, admires the moon, organizes
activities for children, and gathers with family, these are cultural
activities, not acts of worship.

On the other hand, if a Mid-Autumn celebration includes a ritual
of offering sacrifices to the moon, praying to the moon god, or
inviting participants to bow down and offer gifts to the moon

as a deity, Catholics should not participate in those religious
elements. They can respect the people who practice such rituals,
but they should not take part in the act of worship itself. The
Bible also helps us distinguish between living within a particular
culture and participating in the worship of another god. Saint

LAN 2 a2

® Anh Gioan Baotixita Nguyén Tén Tai

con 6ng Paminh Ngl}yén Manh Toan va F

ba ba Catarina Nguyen Thi Loan, hién 55

nay cu ngu tai Wylie, TX.

Du dinh két hon véi chi Lé Nguyén Yén Nhi con ong Lé

Trung Khénh va ba Nguyén Thi Bich Hoa, hién nay cu

ngu tai Son Tra, Pa Nang.

Ai biét cac anh chi nay c6 ngin tro vé hon nhan theo Gido
Luat, xin bao cho Cha Xu biét.

Paul exhorts the faithful: “Therefore, my beloved, shun the
worship of idols” (1 Cor 10:14). He further explains that the
issue concerns religious communion with the worship of other
gods (cf. 1 Cor 10:19-22). Thus, Catholics can interact with,
participate in social activities with, and respect people from other
religious traditions, but they should not participate in acts of
worship that are contrary to their faith.

Therefore, a Catholic family can certainly celebrate Tét Trung
Thu. Parents can allow their children to carry lanterns, eat
mooncakes, watch lion dances, admire the moon, organize cultural
performances, and enjoy themselves together. The family can

also make this occasion an opportunity to give thanks to God for
His creation, pray for peace and unity in the family, and teach
children to love others and share with those who are poor or in
need. When looking at the Mid-Autumn moon, Catholics do not
need to be afraid that they are doing something contrary to their
faith. We can admire the beauty of the moon and recognize it as
part of God's creation. As the Psalmist says: “When I see your
heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and stars that you set
in place” (cf. Ps 8). For Catholics, the beauty of creation does not
lead us to worship creation; rather, it directs us toward praising

the Creator. Therefore, we can summarize as follows: Catholics
are free to celebrate Tét Trung Thu and to preserve the beautiful
cultural traditions associated with the Mid-Autumn Festival. Eating
mooncakes, carrying lanterns, watching or participating in lion
dances, admiring the moon, gathering with family, and enjoying
activities with children are not contrary to Catholic teaching. What
Catholics must avoid is worshiping the moon or any other deity, as
well as superstitious practices that attribute supernatural power to
certain rituals or objects.

The criterion for discernment is not simply, “Does this tradition
have pagan origins?” Rather, we should ask: What am I doing?
What do I believe? And is this action an act of worship? If it is
simply a good cultural tradition, a Catholic may participate with

a clear conscience. If it is an act of worshiping another deity or
practicing superstition, a Catholic must refrain from it in order to
remain faithful to the First Commandment. Therefore, celebrating
Tét Trung Thu does not draw Catholics away from God. On the
contrary, when celebrated in the right way, the Mid-Autumn
Festival can become an opportunity for families to gather together,
love one another, care for children, share with those in need, and,
above all, recognize the beauty of creation and give thanks to God.
Catholics can preserve Vietnamese culture while remaining faithful
to their faith, because what the Church asks us to reject is not culture
itself, but the worship of anyone or anything in place of God.

www.dmhcg.org | www.facebook.com/MotherofPerpetualHelpParish | dmhcggarland@gmail.com



Chia Nhat XXIII Thuong Nién [A] t 06/09/2026

BJ HON NI

Khoa hoc tiéng Viét 3 ngay sé
khai giang chiéu 18/9 tai
Trung tdm Thénh An Phong,
Gido xir Dic Me Hang Ciu Gidp

Thit Séu 18/9 + 6 - 9:30 PM
Thi Bay 19/9 - 8:30 AM - 5 PM
| @ | ThirBay26/9 + 8:30 AM - 5PM

Céc hoc vién chi duoc cap Ching chi néu theo hoc tir budi dau va
dy day du céc givr hoc trong ba ngay. Xin ghi danh va déng |é phi
(8100/ngudi) tai Véan phong Gido xi. C6 thac mac hay can don
ghi danh, xin lién lac 972-414-7073 | dmhcggarland@gmail.com
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JOIN US FOR CANDLELIGHT PRAYER VIGILS.
0 Outside planned parenthood locations throughout the DFW
. area as we kick off the Fall 40 Days For Life campaign!

“Before I formed you in the
womb I knew you, before you
were born I sel you apart.”

- JEREMIAH 1:5

You can help mothers and protect
unborn children by joining this world-
wide movement!

Through prayer, fasting, peaceful vigil,
and community outreach, 40 Days for Life
has inspired more than 1,000,000 volunteers
and has helped save over 26,000 babies!

{ SPEAKUP. |
\ SAVE LIVES.

v

AYDAYS FORLIFE

THE BEGINNING OF THE END OF ABORTION

Cedar Hill Monday, September 14 at 6:30 PM
Plano Tuesday, September 15 at 6:30 PM
Dallas Wednesday, September 16 at 6:30 PM
Addison Thursday, September 17 at 6:30 PM
Fort Worth SW*  Friday, September 18 at 6:30 PM *
Arlington * Saturday, September 19 at 10:00 AM *
Mesquite Sunday, September 20 at 1:00 PM
Bedford Monday, September 21 at 6:30 PM
Fort Worth SE Tuesday, September 22 at 6:30 PM
Denton Wednesday, September 23 at 6:30 PM

* Food and fellowship to follow at the Fort Worth SW and
Arlington locations
Day captains are needed for all 10 locations.

QUESTIONS OR WANT TO HELP? CONTACT: info@prolifedfw.com
Christine Antolin (817) 307-1567 Clara Uribe (469) 686-4916

@ VISIT PROLIFEDFW.COM
W2¢ For more information and to sign up to pray.

Join us for a life-changing journey of faith, community, and
adventure at World Youth Day 2027 in Seoul, South Korea!

TRIP DATES: July 31 - August 14, 2027
OPEN FOR AGES: 18-39*

$5,000

ESTIMATED COST
Includes: All lodging,
3 meals/day, transportation,
planned activities, WYD
registration, medical insurance

WYD 2027 INFO SESSION
Sunday, May 24, 2026 @ 10:30 AM
St. Alphonsus Auditorium

IGN UP FOR MORE INF
Point of Contact:
Angela Le
le.angela??@gmail.com

*Participants must be within this age range during the time of the pilgrimage in order fo be eligible.

(continued from page §) Sometimes forgiveness begins with a very
simple prayer: “Lord, I am not yet able to forgive completely, but I
want to become willing to forgive. Give me the grace to forgive.”
That prayer may seem small, but it can become the beginning of
a great transformation. Jesus then speaks about the authority of
the Church, saying, “Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven.” These words remind us that the Church is not simply a
human organization. Christ entrusted His Church with a sacred
responsibility to teach the truth, guide His people, correct error,
reconcile sinners, and care for the spiritual life of the faithful.

As Catholics, we understand this authority especially through the
Sacraments. In a special way, we experience God's mercy through
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. When we confess our sins, we do
not simply tell another human being about our failures. We come
before Christ, who desires to forgive us and restore us. The priest
acts in the person of Christ and exercises the ministry of the Church
in bringing God's mercy to the repentant sinner.

This is one of the great treasures of our Catholic faith. No matter
how far we have wandered, there is always a path home. No matter
how many times we have fallen, God's mercy is greater than our
failure. The Church is not meant to be a place where sinners are
permanently excluded. The Church is meant to be a place where
sinners encounter Christ and are invited to conversion. Jesus does
not tell us that sin is unimportant. Instead, He shows us that sin
can be overcome by grace. Mercy does not mean pretending that
evil does not exist. Mercy means believing that God's grace can
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transform the sinner. The Cross itself shows us the seriousness of sin
and the greatness of God's love at the same time. Christ did not come
because humanity was already perfect. He came because we were
wounded, lost, broken, and separated from God. He came to bring
us home. Then Jesus gives us the beautiful promise that concludes
today's Gospel: “Where two or three are gathered in my name, there
am | in the midst of them.” These words are often used when a small
group gathers for prayer, and rightly so. Jesus assures us that His
presence does not depend upon the size of the crowd. Two or three
people gathered sincerely in His name are enough. When two people
who have been separated sit down and try to understand each other,
Christ is there. When someone humbly admits that he or she was
wrong, Christ is there. When someone chooses forgiveness instead
of revenge, Christ is there. When a family decides that resentment
will not destroy their home, Christ is there. When a parish chooses
unity instead of division, Christ is there. This should change the way
we approach conflict. We should never enter a difficult conversation
thinking only about what we want to say. We should also ask, “What
does Christ want to accomplish through this conversation?”” Perhaps
He wants to bring healing. Perhaps He wants to correct something
in me. Perhaps He wants me to learn patience. Perhaps He wants me
to forgive. Perhaps He wants me to apologize. Perhaps He wants me
simply to listen. One of the greatest dangers to Christian community
is gossip. Gossip can destroy relationships without a person even
being present. A person's reputation can be damaged by words spoken
behind their back. A private weakness can become public knowledge.
A mistake that could have been corrected privately can become a
source of shame. Jesus gives us a better way. Speak to the person.
Seek the truth. Do not spread what you have not verified. Do not
enjoy another person's failure. Do not make someone's weakness the
subject of your entertainment. When someone falls, our first response
should not be, “I knew that person was like that.” Our first response
should be, “Lord, have mercy.” We should remember that the person
who has fallen is not so different from us. We too depend upon the
mercy of God.

My brothers and sisters, our families and communities desperately
need this teaching of Jesus. We live in a world filled with division.
People are divided by politics, culture, social status, opinions,
generations, personal experiences, and countless other things.
Sometimes even families become divided. Sometimes even Christians
become divided.

There are moments when Christians spend more time arguing with
one another than proclaiming the Gospel. There are moments when
we allow small disagreements to become permanent divisions. There
are moments when pride becomes more important than love.

Today's Gospel calls us back to the heart of Christ. We are called to
be people of reconciliation. A Catholic parish should not merely be a
place where people attend Mass. It should be a place where wounded
people encounter mercy. It should be a place where lonely people
find community. It should be a place where sinners discover that
they can return. It should be a place where people learn to forgive.
It should be a place where truth is spoken with charity and where
charity never abandons the truth. We should be able to come into
the Church carrying our burdens and discover that Christ is present
among His people.

The question for us today is whether Christ is truly at the center of
our relationships. Jesus says, “Where two or three are gathered in
my name, there am [ in the midst of them.” It is possible for people

to be physically close while being spiritually far apart. A family can
sit around the same table while refusing to speak to one another. A
parish can gather in the same building while people carry resentment
in their hearts. Christians can pray the same prayers while refusing
to forgive. To gather in Christ's name means more than gathering in
the same place. It means gathering according to His heart. It means
seeking His truth. It means practicing His mercy. It means forgiving
as He forgives. It means loving as He loves.

Perhaps today the Lord is asking each of us to think about one
relationship in our life that needs healing. Is there someone with
whom we are angry? Is there someone we have refused to forgive?
Is there someone we have talked about rather than talked to? Is there
someone we have judged without knowing the whole story? Is there
someone from whom we have become distant because of an old
wound? Maybe it is simply deciding that we will no longer speak
negatively about that person. We may not be able to solve everything
immediately. We may not be able to repair every relationship in one
day. But we can take one step toward peace. Sometimes God does
not ask us to solve the entire problem. He simply asks us to take
the next faithful step. We should also remember that reconciliation
is not always the same as restoring the relationship to exactly what
it was before. Some relationships require boundaries. Some wounds
require time. Some situations require professional, pastoral, or legal
help. Christian forgiveness never requires us to remain in situations
of abuse or danger. But even when complete reconciliation is not
immediately possible, we can still pray for the other person, refuse
hatred, seek justice without revenge, and place the situation into the
hands of God.

May Christ be in the midst of our families. May Christ be in the midst
of our marriages. May Christ be in the midst of our friendships. May
Christ be in the midst of our parish communities. May Christ be present
in every difficult conversation in which we seek reconciliation. May
Christ be present whenever we choose forgiveness over resentment,
humility over pride, truth over gossip, and love over division.

When we are the ones who have sinned, may we have the humility to
ask forgiveness. When someone has hurt us, may we have the grace
to forgive. When we have wounded another person, may we have the
courage to make amends. When conflict divides us, may we become
instruments of peace. And when we gather together in the name of
Jesus, may our lives bear witness to the truth that Christ is truly in
our midst. May we never take His presence for granted. And may we
never allow pride, anger, resentment, or division to drive Christ out of
the relationships He has called us to heal. Amen.

ot o FORME D

Pé gitip cho moi nguoi trong Gido xir ¢6 thé tim hiéu thém
nhimg véan dé lién quan dén Héi thanh thude nhiéu lanh vuc khéc
nhau bing tiéng Anh nhu Kinh thénh, Gido 1y, Giéi tré, Tinh duc,
Xa hoi (c6 ca audio, video), Gido xir di tra tién trong chuong
trinh cia website FORMED.ORG. Ddy 1a mét chuong trinh
dwoc nhiéu gido xir sir dung rong rai. Nhimg ai muén ghi danh
vao Chuong trinh niy, chi cin dién access code ciia Gido xir 1a
4TT7C8 roi sau do6 lip mot account véi email ciia moi nguoi.

Our parish has registered in the FORMED.ORG with many
helpful resources to nourish our Catholic faith. Simply enter the
parish access code 4TT7C8 then establish an individual account.
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SUNDAY GOSPEL REFLECTION

The Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

“Where Two or Three Are Gathered in My
Name”

y dear brothers and sisters in Christ, todays Gospel from

Matthew 18:15-20 brings us into the heart of what it means to

live as disciples of Jesus Christ. In this passage, Jesus speaks

about something that every human community experiences:
conflict, misunderstanding, sin, hurt, and broken relationships. Yet
Jesus does not simply tell us that these things will happen. He teaches
us how to respond when they do. He gives us a path toward
reconciliation, forgiveness, correction, and restored communion.
And at the end of this teaching, He gives us one of the most beautiful
promises in the Gospel: “Where two or three are gathered in my
name, there am I in the midst of them.” The first thing we notice is
that Jesus takes sin seriously. He says, “If your brother sins against
you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone” Jesus does
not tell us to ignore wrongdoing. He does not tell us to pretend that
everything is acceptable. Christian love is not indifference toward sin.
True love cares about the spiritual well-being of another person.
When someone we love is going in the wrong direction, love
sometimes requires us to speak. But Jesus teaches us that the way we
speak is extremely important.

He says, “Go and tell him his fault between you and him alone.”
This is very different from the way conflicts are often handled in
our world. When someone hurts us, our first reaction can be to tell
somebody else. We tell our friends, our relatives, our coworkers,
or other members of the community. Sometimes we tell everyone
except the person who actually needs to hear what we have to say.
Before long, a private disagreement becomes public gossip, and what
began as a small wound becomes a much greater division. Jesus
gives us another way. Go to the person directly. Speak privately.
Speak honestly. Speak with charity. Do not humiliate the person.
Do not gather a crowd against them. Do not make their failure into
entertainment. Go because you desire healing. Go because you want
to restore the relationship. Go because you want to win your brother
or sister, not because you want to win an argument.

This is one of the most important lessons in today's Gospel. Jesus
says, “If he listens to you, you have won your brother.” Notice that
Jesus does not say, “You have won the argument.” He does not say,
“You have proven that you were right.” He says, “You have won your
brother.” In the Christian understanding, reconciliation is a victory.
When two people who were separated are brought together again,
something beautiful has happened. When a family member who has
been distant returns, that is a victory. When two friends who have
been angry with each other forgive one another, that is a victory.
When someone who has wandered away from God returns to Him,
heaven rejoices. The world often defines victory as defeating another
person. Someone wins and someone loses. Someone stands above
another person. But the Gospel gives us a different understanding
of victory. The greatest victory is not defeating another person but
restoring another person. The greatest victory is not proving ourselves
right but allowing love to overcome resentment. The greatest victory
is when Christ brings two wounded hearts back together.

Before we correct another person, however, we must also examine our
own hearts. It is very easy to see the faults of others and very difficult
to see our own. We can become experts at identifying the mistakes of
other people while remaining blind to our own weaknesses. We can
demand perfection from others while asking for mercy for ourselves.
We can become angry about the sins of others while forgetting how
patient God has been with us.

Every Christian who corrects another person must remember that he
or she is also a sinner in need of God's mercy. We do not approach
another person as though we are standing on a mountain looking
down upon them. We approach them as one person in need of God's
grace speaking to another person in need of God's grace. We know
what it means to fail. We know what it means to make mistakes. We
know what it means to need forgiveness. We know what it means to
fall and to begin again. That humility changes the way we correct
others. When we speak with pride, our words may be true but they
can become weapons. When we speak with humility and love, even
difficult words can become instruments of healing. The purpose of
Christian correction is never to destroy a person's dignity. It is to
help that person return to what is good and true. Jesus then says that
if the person does not listen, we should take one or two others with
us. Again, Jesus shows great wisdom. There are moments when two
people become so emotionally involved in a conflict that neither one
can see clearly. Each person remembers the situation differently.
Each person may believe that he or she is completely innocent.
Each person may have difficulty hearing what the other is saying.
In such circumstances, the wisdom and presence of others can help.
But even then, the purpose should never be to form a group against
someone. The purpose is to seek the truth and restore communion.
The people who become involved should be people of wisdom,
prayer, patience, and charity. They should not come simply to take
sides. They should come to help heal the wound. This is also why the
Christian community is so important. We were never meant to live
our faith completely alone. We need one another. We need people
who can encourage us when we are discouraged, correct us when we
are wrong, pray for us when we are suffering, and remind us of God's
love when we have forgotten it.

Sometimes we resist correction because we think that accepting
correction is a sign of weakness. But the opposite is often true. It
takes great strength to admit that we are wrong. It takes humility
to say, “I made a mistake.” It takes courage to say, “I hurt you, and
I am sorry.” It takes grace to listen when someone lovingly points
out something in our lives that needs to change. There is something
deeply Christian about being able to say, “I was wrong. Please forgive
me.” Those words can save a marriage. They can heal a friendship.
They can restore a family. They can repair a relationship. They can
even transform a parish community. At the same time, we must also
learn how to say, “I forgive you.” Forgiveness is not always easy.
Some wounds are deep. Some betrayals take a long time to heal.
Sometimes the person who hurt us does not apologize. Sometimes
trust cannot immediately be restored. Sometimes forgiveness requires
time, prayer, boundaries, and healing.

Forgiveness does not mean pretending that nothing happened.

It does not mean saying that evil is acceptable. It does not mean
allowing another person to continue harming us. Forgiveness means
that we refuse to allow hatred and resentment to control our hearts.
We place justice in God's hands and ask Him to heal the wounds
that we cannot heal by ourselves. (continues on page 6)
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3347 West Walnut St., #268,
Garland, TX 75042
(Canh chg Hiép Thai)
Gi6 md ciia 7AM-7PM
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16/8/27

CHUYEN DPIEN LANH
- TACL 12356
Nhéan Sta va thay méi May Lanh,
May Sudi, Binh Nudc Néng. Uy
Tin - Tan Tam - Gia Phai Chang
L/L: Phanxic6é Dinh
110 214-558-3999

Engineer/Instructor/Tutor

Nhan day kém Toan-Ly-

Héa. L/L Vu Nguyen
512-529-9397
469-954-3096

112126

NHAN SUA

May cat co, may phat dién, power washer va
cac may nhd $39, gan nha thd BPMHCG.

Hiéu 972-900-3585

10/9

CHO MUGN PHONG
2312 Limestone Ln,
Garland, TX 75040.

CHO MUON PHONG
Nha & khu Richardson.

$450/thang L/L Ken & Eric Tran
L/L chi Loan 469-720-8430
' 469-919-8787
504-919-3896 469-880-5533

24/8

GLAMOUR HAIR SALON
Géc duong Jupiter & Arapaho
chuyén: cat, géi va nhuém toc
dac biét cao mat, 1dy rai tai
(g6i dau kién vn)

214-703-3850
469-363-0299 -

QUANG CAO XIN GOI

972 - 414 - 7073

BanNha1%
AMAZING REALTY GROUP

T4n Tém - Uy Tin - Chuydn Nghidp i

) Andy Lé
\\\% 334-578-8888

Texas Signature Realty

[Ofat pe i

Garland - Rowlett - Sachse - Murphy - Wylie

Laven - Rockwall & Mhing Ving Lan Cin 5/9/26

Phone: 469-304-0062
Fax: 469-304-0063
* Tan tadm - Uy tin - Thanh that
* GIAO THUOGC TAN NHA MIEN PHi
* CHUNG TOi KHONG BAN THUOC
PUGC SAN XUAT TAI TRUNG QUOC
* Nhan hau hét cac bao hiém,
Medicare, Medicaid, Obamacare, v.v.
* Tu vdn mién phi vé Medicare
* R4t han hanh dugc phuc vu quy déng huong

3307 Belt Line Rd, Garland, TX 75044

Dudc ST Pham Huy Hoa
Kinh Mgi

DICH VU LGP MAI (Mai nha méi mién phi)
Cong ty bao hiém ciia ban da tii chdi yéu cau bdi thudng, hoac dua ra miic
chi trd khéng thda dang cho phan mai nha cta ban?
Duing voi vang ty bé tién tdi ra chi trd. Chung téi hé trg mién phi chl nha:
Dam phan dé ddm bao nhan dudc khoan bdi thudng tron ven cho viéc
thay mé&i méi nha.
TEXT CHO: TRAN QuAc NAM : (214) 886-7834

111

ROOFING SERVICES ( Free new roof)
Has your insurance company denied your claim or offered an unsatisfactory
payout for your roof?
Do not rush to pay out of your own pocket. We offer homeowners
complimentary assistance:
Negotiating to ensure you receive full compensation for a complete roof
replacement.

pLeEAst TexT To: BILLY TRAN (214) 886-7834

111

13/11

Trudng day cit téc Barber. Bing lam dugc
NAIL, Facial, Massage. C6 day va thi bing
tiéng Viét Nam, bao dadm c6 bang. Muén
biét thém chi tiét xin goi, nhan Peter.

Call or Text 214-738-6750

2334 W Buckingham Rd #350 Garland TX 75042
www.DapperBarber.co/Academy

i DAPPER
BARBER & CO

1/10/26

Chuoang trinh hanh huadng - du lich trong ndm 2026
1. Hanh huong Xuyén Viét thang 03/2026, 23 ngay

(tU ngay 24/02 dén 18/03/2026)

Gia tron goi :$3,750 (Bao gébm vé khid héi, khach san 3*, cac biia &n theo
chuong trinh)
2. Tour Japan-Korea, 10 ngay (tU ngay 19/03 dén 28/03/2026)

Gia Tour : $2,795 (Gém cac biia an theo chuang trinh, Khach san 3*-4*. Khéng
bao gém vé may bay My-Asia)
3. Cac Tour HH Chau Au 4 nuéc Y-B6 Bao Nha- Tay Ban Nha- Phap 12 ngay,
trong cac thang 05, 06 va 09 nam 2026.

Gia : $2,850 (G6m cac biia &n theo chuang trinh, Hotel 3*, trung tdm cong gido.
Khéng bao gém vé may bay My-EU)

4. Tour HH Chau Au 6 nuéc Phap-Balan-Séc-Ao-Hungary-Mé Du 12 ngay,
trong cac thang 08 va 10 nam 2026.

Gia : $2,950 (Gom cac biia &n theo chuadng trinh, Hotel 3*, trung tdm céng gido.
Khéng bao gém vé may bay My-EU)

5. Tour Du lich 4 nuéc Anh-Scotland-Wales-Ireland 10 ngay (tU ngay 29/05
dén 08/06/2026)

Gia : $3,570 ((G6m cac bia an theo chuang trinh, Hotel 3*-4*. Khéng bao gém
vé may bay My-EU)
6. Chuong trinh HH Xuyén Viét thang 11/2026.
Moi théng tin, xin lién lac:

Hiép Cao: (682) 812-3494, Email: dominichiep @gmail.com
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NAILS - HAIR - WAX - SPA- FANNING

(214) 575-3005 or 866-371-NAIL(6245)
9780 Walnut Street, Ste 240, Dallas, TX 75243
(Trong khu chg Héng Kong)
Gid md ctta: Mon-Fri: 9am- 6pm , CN: 10am-6pm
Dai ly doc quyén san phdm danh tiéng 711
Nhan dat hang va chuyén hang cac tiéu bang Hoa Ky

(469) 366-9539

TrungiTamjRhudc]laciTho
Noi giip g8, sinh hoat va rén luyén stc khoe mdi ngay. C6 céc 16p

Yoga, thé duc, ca hét, nhac cu. C6 ban bida, béng ban, 16 t6, Karaoke
va cd tudng, kem nhiing bita dn dinh dudng, lanh manh trong ngay.

Dia chi: 1750 E. Beltline Rd, suite 100. Richardson, TX 75081
972-880-9678 hosc 972-880-9996

SKYLINE DENTISTRY
] &

IMPLANT CENTER

Nha si DAVID PHONG NQUYEN DDS
NHA KHOA THAM MY

Cé trén 15 nam kinh nghiém
Fellow International Congress Oral Implantologists

NHO RANG KHON MOC NGAM
(C6 gay mé tai van phong)
(Oral & Intravenous Sedation)

CAY GHEP XUONG
(Bone/ Gum Graft)

NANG XOANG HAM
(Sinus Augmentation)

TRONG RANG GIA pU LOAI
(Dental Implants)

LAY TUY RANG
(Root Canal)

C6 hygienist dam nhiém clean rang

Nhan Bao Hiém: PPO/ Medicaid/
Medicare
MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS:

E CAMPBELL RD

— i
©

ccounsowo | & AETNA DUAL COMPLETE: HMO D-
SNP
AETNA HMO & PPO
UNITED HEALTHCARE DUAL
o (214) 377-8881 COMPLETE 972 - 494 - 6111
(XIN'GOI LAY HEN)

HMO-POS D-SNP, HMO-POS & PPO
1600 N PLANO RD #2200 .
9 Ao o122 HUMANA MEDICARE: HMO & PPO

To advertise in Muc Vu, please call 972.414.7073 - All advertisers are responsible for all contents in their advertising.



DICH VU THOA - Ao dai dam
CAU CA TREN TAU thiét ké US
HO TEXOMA Chuyén May 4o dai céc kiéu.
$100/NGUJI C6 vai sén - 4o dai may sén.

Live stream: Thu Ba, Thu
Nam va Chua Nhat hang tuan
tt 9:00pm - 11:00pm

214-436-3551

Call/Text CAPT JOHN
214-685-2005

KAYLA HOANG REALTOR
945-354-9626

Email: kaylarealtor1 @gmail.com
Tan Tam - Uy Tin - Chuyén Nghiép

Tuesday- Friday: 9am- 6pm
Saturday: 9am- 3pm
Sun-Mon: closed

Cit kinh 4y trong ngay - Nhan hau hét cac loai Bao hiém

Nail Supply

Tiém c6 day di mat hang danh tiéng nhat: Billionaire OPI, PLA, Zurno
(Z Blend, Dip n Duo, Tap, Zen...), The Gel Bottle, Apres, Valentino,
NotPolish, Honey Secret, 2 Guys, Kupa, La Palm, Voesh va nhiéu
hiéu néi tiéng.
Tiém I6n va sach sé nhdt trong vung DFW.
Co gia si cho tiém nails and technicians.

“FB, IG & TT: NailsPlusOnline”

Sun - Fri: 9AM-7PM, Sat: Closed

1235 E Belt Line Rd, Richardson, TX 75081
(NW corner Belt Line & Plano Rd)

“2nd location in Haltom City coming soon,
September 2026”

FREE MAY NHAN CREDIT CARD
*Lé phiré nhat (1.25% discount rate).
* Khong phai ton tién mua may.
* Ngan nguia CHECK khdng
tién bao chung.

TIEN NGUYEN 972-408-5996 / 800-718-9648

QUANG CAO XIN GOI
972 -414 -7073

3443 W. Campbell Rd, Ste 650, Garland, TX 75044 (Géc Jupiter & Campbell)
T2-T6: 9AM-6PM, T4: 10AM-6PM, T7: 8AM-2PM

972-414-1515

Ngé Lan Phuadng, D.D.S.
- Nha Khoa Tré Em - Gia Binh - Thdm My - Niéng Rang
- Bac biét Focus Savers Plan (save 30%-50%)
Nhan bao hiém PPO, tré em CHIP & Medicaid,
ngudi I6n Medicare & Medicaid

Quéng céo xin g9i 972.414.7073 - Than chl quang céo hoan toan chiju trach nhiém vé ndi dung quang cédo ctia minh.




